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ISSUED  MONTHLY  FOR  THE  PERSONNEL  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


GENEBAl  NO’x'ES 

■The  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  THE  SURVEY,  was  held  on 
Janiiary  15 ,  and  policies  for  the  coming  year  thoroiighl.y  discussed.  THE  ■ 
SURV'EY  is  entering  upon  its  seventh  year,'  and  the  fact  that  no  month  has  ■ 

"been  without  an  issue  during  the  sin  years  of  its  existence  indicates  its 
continued  usefulness  to  the  personnel  of  the  R-'oreau.  The  house-organ  for 
I92S  sho-ul.d  profit  greatly  from  the  suggestions  and  criticisms  offered  'both 
on  the  part  of  those  present  at  the  meeting  and  through  correspondence  f-rom 
the 'field.  Any  further  suggestions  as  v/ell  as  news  items  ane.  welcome  at 
any  time  and  should  he  s-dbmitted  thro'ugh  the  proper  divisional  representative. 
The  CoiTimittee  for  , THE.  SUR''7EY  dor  the  calend-ar  year  1926,.-  as  appointed  "by 
Doctor  Nelson,  is  as  follows:  Dr.  T; ,  R.  3ell,  chairmnn,  repre3e.nting 
Economic  Investigations;  7,'.  c.  Henderson,  for  'the  R-ureau  as  a  ■'chole;  Edward  A. 
Pre'ble,  Biological  Investigations;  Vn'.  E.  Bancx’of t ,  .  Alaska..  Investigations; 

E.  R.  Kalmibacli,  Rood. Habits  Research;  D.  Monroe  Green,  Eur  Resources; 

Lisle  I/Iorrison,  Game  and  Bird  Reservations;  Dr,  T.  S. -Palmer,  Importations; 

.  Roy  Dillon,  Migratory-Bird  Treaty  and  Lacey  Acts;  Paul  H.  Oehser,' 
Administrative  Offices;  and  V.  PI.  Cheesman,  Editor. 

The  Agricultural  Appropriation  Bill  for  the. year  ending  June  30,  1927» 
Was  reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  the  Committee  on  Apnropria- 
tions  on  January  23,  and  carries  a  recommended  to'tal  appropriation  for  the 
Biological  Sur’/ey  of  -  This  is  $3S5,'h03  less  than  for  the  year  I926 

but  is  557,165  more  than  ".’as  recomraended  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget’,  For  the 
purchase  of  lands  to  be  included  in  the  Upper  Mississippi  River  TJild  Life  and 
Fish  Refuge,  the  Committee  recommends  an'  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  1927  as 
compared  with  $400,000  for  the  current  fisca.!  yeai'.  The  reduction  ^7as  made 
because  the  appropriation  for  1926  wi'll  be  available  -until  expended,  and  as 
the  work  was  not  started  -until  after  the  beginning  of  the  present  fiscal 
year,  the  ne-^^  appropriation  y;ill  be  sufficient  to  carry  it  on  without  lowering 
its  efficiency. 

Doctor  Nelson  and  Doctor  palm.er  represented  the  Biological  S-urvey 
at  the  Second  National  Recreefion  Conference  held  January  20  and  21  in  the 
United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce,  at  Washington.  Doctor  Nelson  addressed 
the  conference  on  "The  Present  Status  of , Our  Migratory  Wild  Fowl,"  and 
Doctor  Palmer  presented  the  report  of  the  Federal  Departmental  Committee 
of  Wild  Life  Administration.  ■  Other  members  of  the  Biirsau  -Dresent  at 
various  sessions  were  W.  C.  Henderson,  Dr.  H.  H.  T.  Jackson,  Dr.  W.  B.  Bell, 
and  E-  A,  Preble. 


Dr.  G.  W,  Field,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  Division  of  Game  and  Bird 
Reservations,  visited  offices  of  the  Bureau  on  Jan-uary  23- 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  7ifashington  Section  of  the  Society  of  American  For-  ^ 
esters,  held  at  the  Cosmos  Club  on  the  evening  of  January  28,  Doctor  Helson 
led  the  discussion  on  "The  Administration  of  \7ild  Life  and  Gam.e." 

Hon.  W.  77.  Cory,  Deputy  Minister,  Department  of  the  Interior, 

0ttav7a,  Canada,  visited  the  Bureau  on  January  21  to  confer  *r?ith  Doctor 
Nelson  regarding  conterDolated  efforts  to  introduce  the  reindeer  industry 
into  the  northern  part  of  Canada.  Canada  ■unquestionably  has  great 
areas  suitable  for  reindeer  grazing  and  ■will  perhaps  eventually  exceed 
Alaska  in  the  n'umber  of  reindeer  it  v/ill  contain. 

Miss  Anna  Montgomery,  of  the  Office  of  Acco^unts,  spent  the  last 
•week  of  November  and  the  entire  month  of  December  on  annual  leave,’  returning 
to  the  office  on  January  2. 

Paul  H.  Oehser,  of  the  Editorial  Office,  spent  from  December  lU  to 
January  4  on  ann^ual  leave  at  his  home  in  Porestville,  N.  Y- 

A  n^umber  of  Christmas  bird  censuses  were  taken  by  various  members 
of  the  Bureau,  in  some  cases  in  company  v/ith  other  ornithologists,  in 
several  sections  of  the  country.  The  results  will  be  published  in  the 
January- Feb r^uary  issue  of  Bird-Lore;  At  Dogue  Creek,  Va. ,  by  S.  A.  Preble, 
Alexander  TJetmo re,  and  W ,  L.  McAtee;  Pope  Creek  to  La  Plata,  Md.,  by 
F,  M.  Uhler  and  E.  R.  Ealmbach;  Leon  County,  Fla.,  by  Herbert  L.  Stoddard; 
and  at  Levmsburg,  77.  Va.,  by  Charles  0,  Handley. 

The  following  publication  of  the  Bureau  was  issued  in  January; 

"Trapping  Ducks  for  Banding,"  by  Frederick  C.  Lincoln,  Department  Circular 
362.  Issued,  January  I3. 

Manuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  nublication  as  follows; 
Bell,  7/.  B.  "TJolf  and  Coyote  Control." 

Crouch,  7^ .  E.  "The  Effect  of  Rodent  P'oison  on  Game  Birds." 

Goldman,  E.  A.  "Breeding  Birds  of  a  7/hite  Mountain  Lalce,"  and  "Surplus  Game=^ 

A  Problem  in  Administration." 

Howell,  A.  Brazier.  "On  the  Faunal  Position  of  the  Pacific  Coast  of  the 
United  States. 

Jewett,  Stanley  G.  "Oregon* s  Wonderland. " 

McAtee,  77.  L.  "Notes  on  Homnptera  from  Illinois,  with  Descriptions  of  New 
Forms,  Chiefly  Eupteryginae , "  and  "Relation  of  Palaearctic  Birds  to  the 
More  Important  Forest  Insect  pests."  j 

Murie,  Olaus  J.  "Hunting  Caribou  with  Malemute  Jack." 

Oderkirk,  Galen  C.  "Ridding  the  Farm  of  Rats." 

Preble,  E.  A.  "The  7fe stern  Meadowlark  in  Northern  British  Col'umbia," 

Silver,  James,  "Rat  Control  and  the  County  Agent." 
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BIOLOGICAL  rJVESTIGATIONS 

Doc-tor  Jackson  represented  the  Bureau  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  held  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Decemher  23,  I925,  to  January  2,  1926-  As  a  nernber 
of  the  Council  of  this  / ssociation,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the 
meeting, 

F.  C.  Lincoln  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Inland  Bird 
Banding  Association,  held  in  conjunction  \iith  the  TJilson  Ornithological 
Club,  at  Kansas  City,  Mo,,  December  28  to  30>  He  contributed  a 

paper  entitled  "Bird  Banding;  In  Progress  and  prospect,"  and  on  the 
evening  of  December  3O.  in  one  of  the  Kansas  City  churches,  made  an 
address  on  "Solving  of  Ornithological  Problems  by  Means  of  numbered 
Bands . "  . 

From.  Kansas  City  Mr,  Lincoln  \7ent  to  Crane  Lake,.. near  Bath,  Ill., 
where,  with  the  cooperation  of  7,  R.  James,  of  Chicago,  on  whose  private 
shooting  preserve  the  work  was  carried  on,  and  of  U .  S-  McCrea,  971  ducks, 
m.ostly  mallards,  but  .including  some  black  ducks  and  nintails,  were  banded 
during  eight  days’  trapping  operations.  The  greatest  number  banded  in 
a  single  day  was  4l4,  a  record-making  catch.  Mr.  Lincoln  reports  the 
ducks  very  numerous  on  Crane  Lake  and  estimates  that  on  January  1  about 
118,000  ducks,  mostly  mallards,  were  there. 

On  his  return  trip  to  V’ashington,  Mr.  Lincoln  stopped  at  Kansas,  Ill., 
to  confer  with  V,  3.  Taber  in  regard  to  the  proposed  banding  of  crows  in 
large  numbers  to  determine  v/hether  the  birds  which  make  up  the  A7inter 
roosts  are  those  responsible  for  the  damage  to  crops  during  late  summer 
and  early  fall  in  southern  Illinois  and  Indiana. 

Vernon  Bailey  is  conducting  investigations  in  the  muskrat  marshes 
of  Louisiana  and  eastern  Texas  in  cooperation  with  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
servation  Commission.  He  reports  that  the  operators  are  inclined  to 
preserve  the  muskrats  during  the  present  season  to  allovf  them  to  increase. 

He  has  sent  in  a  few  specim.ens  of  birds  and. mammals  which  are  particularly 
desired  for  the  Bureau’s  collection. 

Dr.  P.  Taylor,  stationed  at  Tucson,  Arizv,  spent  part  of  December 
on  annual  leave  visiting  relatives  in  Pasadena,  Calif. 

In  connection  with  beaver  investigations  in  Oregon,  Theo.  H.  Scheffer 
reports  that  during  the  season  of  1923-24,  as  many  as  11,890  beavers  were 
trapped,  while  during  the  season  1924-25,  the  number  was  only  ^,669. 

0.  J.  Murie  spoke  before  the  Biological  Society  of  V^ashington  on 
the  evening  of  January  16  on  the  subject,  "On  the  Trail  of  the  Big  Brown 
Bear  in  Alaska,"  his  talk  being  illustrated  with  lantern  slides. 
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Dr.  Harry  C.  Oberholser  returned  on  January  23  from  Chicago,  Ill., 
where,  on  January  21,  he  gave  an  address  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Hamilton  Cluh  and  a  subsidiary  organization,  the  Michigan  Northwoods 
Club,  on  the  "Practical  Side-  of  VJild-life  Conservation."  ' 

Arthur  L.  O'Leary  has  been  tenroorarily  appointed,  effective 
January  2,  to  assist  A.  H.  Howell  with  the  Biological  Sru’vey  mammal 
collection  at  the  National  Museum. 

'  ’  i  ■  •  ' 

-  '  '  ■  ALASZA  IITYESTIGATIONS 

L.  J.  Palmer,  assistant  in  charge  of  reindeer-grazing  investi¬ 
gations,  located  at  Fairbanks,  reports'  that  an  exclusively  reindeer  meat 
market  has  been  opened  at  Seattle,  T/ash.  Thb  market  is  already  doing  a 
good  business,  with  prices  of  the  meat  listed  the  same  as  beef.  Carcasses 
of  reindeer  for  shipment  to  the  States' are  kept  in  cold  storage  in  Alaska 
until  September  and  brought  by  boats  to -Seattle  as  long  as  navigation 
remains  open  -  not  later  than  October.  Reindeer  meat  v/ill  nrobably  soon 
be  on  sale  in  ,iany  of  the  large  cities  of  the  country. 

ECOiTOMIC  INVESTIGATIONS 

George  M.  Trickel,  assistant  leader  of  predatory- animal  control 
in  Colorado,  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Lone  Cone  V«ool  Growers  Association 
at  Norwood,  Colo.,  in  December  and  reports  a  cooperative  scheme  of  coyote 
control  in  effect  on  the  upper  end  of  the  Monteziorna  National  Forest.  A 

direct  assessment  of  2  cents  a  head  on  sheep  was  levied  by  the  members  of 

this  association,  the  funds  to  be  use-d  in  cooperation  -with  the  Biological 

Survey.  This  cooperation  will  help  to  close  a  gap  between  the  Uncompahgre 

and  Rio  Grande  National  Forests  where' cooperative  procedure  with  stock 
permittees  is  -under  way,'  -  . 

Reports  were  received  during  Decem.ber  throiigh  the  acting  supervisor 
of  the  San  J-iaan  National  Forest,  at.  Durango,-.  Col'o-. ,  that  gray  wolves  were 
killing  cattle  in  the  Chrom.o  district.  These  7/olves  are  believed  to  be  a 
part  of  a  pack  which  drifted  into  Colorado  from  Rio  Arriba  County,  N-  Mex. , 
where  Hunter  0.'  E.  Royal,  of  the  New  Mexico  district  did'  some  effective 
wolf-eradication  work.  This  hunter  will' be-  detailed  to  the  Chromo  district, 
and  the  7,'ork  A7ill  be  done  cooperatively  between  New  Mexico  and  Colorado. 

A  predatory-animal  exhibit  was  shown- at' the  National  VJe stern  Stock 
Show  at  Denver,  Colo.-,  January  l6  tO  '23*  J.'Vu'.  Crook,  senior  administra¬ 

tive  assistant  in  the  Colorado  district,  was  detailed  to  Denver  for  the 
week  to  help  in  the ' arrangement  of  this  exhibit. 

Ira  Whalen,  a  hunter  in  Stanley  Co-unty,  S.'Dak. ,  report-s  seeing 
a  band  of  six  antelope  while  working  on  his  lines.  The  occurrence  of 
antelope  in  this  locality  "onusual. 
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During  December  32;  hunters  and  field  iten  in  Utah  reported  putting  . 
out  approximately  105,000  poison  halts  for  coyotes  in  the  establishment 
of  stations. 

George  R' .  Boyd,  junior  biologist  in  T/ycming,  has  been  supervising 
a  fine  piece ’of  v/ork  in  nagpie  control  in  Sheridan  Do unty  during  the  .past 
month  in  cooperation  with  the  county  agent  'and  the  Sheridan  Rod  .and  Gun 
Club,'  Magpies  have  become  over-abundant  arid  destructive  'to  livestock, 
poultry,  and  game  birds,  and  magpie  poison  has  been  distributed  over 
practically  the  entire  county  with  very  satisfactory  results.  The  bait, 
prepared' of  ■  groiind-beef-  suet  and  processed,  strychnine,  is  being  handled 
by 'country  stores  in*  six  communities.''  Mr.  Boyd  arrariged  a 'sample  ”m.agp,ie 
stick"  viith  directions  for  use  and  exhibited  it  at  each  sto're  distributing 
the  bait,  giving  each  uurchaser  a,  concrete,  idea  of  ho'.i  to  obtain  the  best 
kills-.'’  Big  Rorn -County' was  activ'e 'in''iiia;gpie.g;^oi;spnlng  work  during  December, 
and  Park,'  Eremont,  and' Vvashakie  Counties  also  are'  considering  work  along 
this  line.  Such  a  campaign  meets  with  the  "onanimious  approval  of  poultry 
raisers  along  streams  where  the.  mngnies  nest..,,  and  of  sport  s.mien  who  are 
interested  in  the  increase  of-aame  birds'."  'B.t  poisoning  in  the  winter,  ye.ry^ 
few  birds,  other  than  magpies  are  killed.  ' 


I,  IT,  Gabrielson,  le-ader  of  rodent'- control  work  in  Oregon,  mde  a 
trip  to  Astoria,  Oreg,,  in  the  latter  part  of  December  to  remedy  condi¬ 
tions  at  the  Clatskanie' stake-' fish  hatchery,  which  was  badly  infested.  . 
with  rats.  The  rodents  are ''accustomed  to  feed  on'"  the  food  stored  and  that 
thrown  on  the  water '  for  khe' fishes He  gave  directions  for  cleaning  up 
the  grounds  and'' demonstrat-ed''h'Ow  to  'pile  or  store  -che  different  materials  ' 
sp  that  they  •'Toul.d  not  provide  shelter  for  the  rats.  The  rats  live  about 
the  ponds  and  are  very  proficie'nt  swimmers  and  divers.  One  was  seen  to 
dive  off  the  bank  and  s'wim  under  w.?ker  entirel.y  across  the  pond.  Persons 
at  the  hatchery  say  that  'che  rate  •r-egula.rly  catch  the  young  fishes  under 
water,  llr.  Gabrielson  did  not  observe  t.his  but  did  see  many  young  half- 
eaten  salmon  lying  up  ion. 'khe- bank. 

Cooperative' work. 'was-  'uiidertaken  oh'-Dece'mber  lb  in --controlling 
rabbit's  doing  damage  in  apricot  ofbhards ' near  Earmington,  Utah,  the  call  ' 
for  assistance  coming  from^  the:  county  agent  of  Davis'  County.  'The  leader 
in  charge  invest igat'e'd  the  damage'  in'  an  'orchard  where' 'rabbits  had  com¬ 
pletely  girdled  5^  o'f  an-  orchard  6'f'  24S'  apricot  kree 3.. '  The  yomig  alfalfa 
shoots  in  the  field  surr'o^md'ing  -the-  orchard' off ered '’an  abundance  of  green 
food  for  rabbits,  as  the  winter  thilp  fa'r-has  been' extremely  m'il'd.  The 
orchard  in  'puestion  had -been' well'  cared  for ,  the  owner  havingkvhitewashed. 
all  the.  trees  early  in  the  ■  season  when -k'he  dama.ge‘;was'.  first  noticed,  and  ' 
cleaned  up  rubbish  and  weeds  that  had  collected  on'ditch  banko,..  The 
whitewash,  however  ,  did -not ''dis'coiu’age '  the  rabbit s .  Since  '  tri'e  trees 
were  of  the  low-branching  type ,  ' -wrkpping ''WoilTd’ not  'ke'ep'jthe  jack  rabbits 
from  feeding  on  the  limb's  and  doing  possibly  as'  much  damage  as  they  had 
previously  done  to  the  trunks.'  H'.  Scott  Zirtoerman,  ledder  in  rodent- 
control  work  recommended  re-whi'tewashin.g '  the '‘orchard,  adding  a  quantity 
of  strychnine  to  the  7/ash  to  poison  the  rabbit's,  as  the  orchard  was  well 


THE  SURVEY 


-  6 


Jan-uary,  1926 


fenced  and  there  was  no  danger  of  poisoning  livestock.  It  was  noted  that 
the  rah  "bits  preferred  the  hark  of  the  apricot  trees  to  that  of  the  adjacent 
peach,  cherry^  pear,  or  apple. 

Leo  K.  Couch,  leader  in  rodent  control  in  the  State  of  Washington, 
has  been  receiving  reports  of  the  work  done  in  some  counties  in  the  control 
of  rats  with  calcium  cyanide.  At  the  Yakima  city  dunp,  where  formerly 
there  were  thousands  of  these  pests,  they  have  been  killed  off  until  only 
a  few  can  be  seen.  No  fTirther  trouble  has  been  reported  from  the  poultry 
farms  where. Mr.  Couch  gave  demonstrations. 

Eight  English-sparrow  poisoning  demonstrations  were  recent3.y  given 
in  Yakima  County,  Wash,  About  120  pounds  of  poisoned  wheat  were  prepared 
for  the  campaign, 

Galen  C.  Oderkirk,  junior  biologist,  stationed  at  Lafayette,  Ind., 
gave  a  radio  talk  from  Station  WLS,  Chicago,  on  January  23,  on  "Permanent 
Rat  Cont  rol . " 

Prank  N.  Jarvis,  of  the  Washington  office,  recently  made  a  notable 
record  by  capturing  during  one  nie'^ht  53  rats  in  a  single  cage-trap, 

POOD  'HABITS  RESEARCH 

The  n-umber  of  stomachs  examined  in  the  laboratory  during  the  calendar 
year  1925  is  smaller  than  that  for  any  similar  period  during  the  past  I5 
years.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  those  customarily  engaged  in 
stomach  analysis  were  assigned  to  field  work  for  extended  periods*  A  total 
of  1,2U0  stomachs  were  examined,  bringing  the  aggregate  of  examined  stomachs 
to  93.576. 

PUR  RESOURCES 

IVlr,  Ashbrook  returned  to  Washington  on  January  19  after  visiting 
Quebec,  Canada,  New  York  City,  and  the  Experimental  Pur  Farm  at  Saratoga 
Springs,  N.  Y.  At  Quebec  he  examined  approximately  200  silver-fox  skins 
produced  on  one  ranch,  and  numerous  other  raw  furs  which  had  been  received 
by  this  f^lr  company.  While  in  New  York  he  inspected  4,089  silver-fox 
pelts  in  the  storage  rooms  of  the  New  York  Fur  Auction  Company.  This  is 
the  largest  shipment  of  silver-fox  pelts  ever  offered  for  sale  in  any 
raw-fur  market.  The  skins  were  produced  by  a  Wisconsin  organization 
which  operates  six  ranches  in  the  State  and  v/hich  has  1,855  pairs  of 
silver  foxes  mated  for  the  coming  breeding  season.  The  general  quality 
of  the  pelts  and  their  density  and  clearness  in  color  were  remarkable, 
considering  the  large  offering. 

At  the  Experimental  Pur  Farm  Mr,  Ashbrook  reports  that  27  fox 
pelts  were  taken,  leaving  16  pairs  of  breeding  animals.  The  land  to  be 
used  for  a  new  unit  of  fox  pens  was  surveyed  and  is  now  being  cleared 
of  brush  and  trees  so  that  a  large  fence  inclosing  one  acre  of  land  can 
be  constructed  next  spring.  Nine  rabbit  hutches  have  been  completed  and 
are  ready  to  receive  the  rabbits  donated  to  the  farm  to  carry  on  breeding 
experiments.  The  construction  of  hutches  will  be  continued  until  enough 
are  built  to  accommodate  30  rabbits. 
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Dr.  Karl  B.  Hanson  visited  a  silver-black  fox  ranch,  at  ilorthampton 
Mass.,  on  Deceraber  31t  to  assist  in  conbatting  an  outbreak  of  disease 
among  the  foxes.  He  spent  tv.'o  days  on  the  ranch  and  reports  that  the 
symptoms  of  the  disease  vere  similar  to  dog  distemper,  more  so  in  this 
case  than  at  any  other  ranch  v/here  he  had  given  assistance  of  this  kind. 

Bridgev/ater  Arnold,  representat; ive  of  the  National  Association  of 
the  Eur  Industry,  assigned  to  this  Bureau  as  cooperator,  is  spending  some 
time  in  the  Nev  York  office.  He  is  assembling  climatological  and  topo¬ 
graphical  data  to  determine  nhat  amplication  these  may  have  to  the  protec¬ 
tion  and  propagation  of  fur-bearing  animnls. 

D.' Monroe  Green  returned  to  Washington  on  December  22,  from  Cali¬ 
fornia,  rile  re  he  spent  some  time  investigating  the  rabbit  industry, 
particularly  in  the  Los  Angeles  district.  He  reports  that  raising 
do.mest icated  rabbits  for  meat  and  fur  is  becoming  a  recognised  industry 
in  southern  California.  More  than  $1,000,000  north  of  dressed  rabbit 
meat  v;as  marketed  in  Los  Angeles  in  192p  and  several  thousand  dollars’ 
*v7orth  of  pelts.  Many  men  and  vone  are  eigag-d  in  the  -^  ork  an  a  means 
of  livelihood  and  are  realizing  satisfactory  returns.  Busina. ss  men  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Rotary  Club,  and  similar  organizations  are 
enthusiastic  over  the  accomplishments  and  e:cpress  faith  in  the  future 
development  of  the  industry. 

Mr.  Green  also  spent  several  days  in  Hen  York  Citj^  early  in 
January,  assisting  in  establishing  a  organization  for  marketing 
rabbit  f ‘Ur,  to  be  lmo77n  as  the  F:abbtt  }3reeders  Exchange.  The  object  of 
the  organization  is  to  provide  a  cooperative  marketing  center  uhere 
rabbit  breeders  from  all  sections  of  the  country  may  ship  their  rabbit 
skins  and  ha,ve  them  sorted,  graded,  and  sold  in  large  quantities. 

The  Office  of  Publications  of  the  Department  has  advised  the 
Bureau  that  among  the  "best  sellers"  in  the  Office  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Documents,  Government  printing  Office,  during  the  past  fiscal 
year,  ua.s  Department  3u.lletin  Ho.  llql,  "Silver-fox  Harming,"  26,31S 
copies  of  nhich  mere  sold  in  addition  to  the  free  distribution. 

GAME  AND  BIRD  SE3ERVATI0H3 

Fir,  Goldman  left  on  January  20  for  Mexico  City,  v/here  he  is  to 
meet  officials  of  the  Mexican  department  of  game  and,  in  cooperation 
V7ith  the  Mexican  Government,  visit  the  principal  v/intering  gro'iunds  for 
migratory  waterfovrl  in  Mexico  to  obtain  infor;ration  vrhich  may  determine 
the  advisability  of  negotiating  a  migratory-bird  treaty  nith  that 
Republic. 


THE  SURVEY 


r* 

O' 


jan-uarj,  1926 


U.  T.  Cox,  superir.tendeno  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Ri^er  « ild  Life 
and  Fish  Refuge,  and  Rudolph  Dieff enliach,  land  valuation  engineer,  Loth 
of  the  7/inona,  Minn.,  office,  were  in  Washington  several  days  this  month 
for  conferences  regarding  the  acquisition  of  lands  and,  general  administra¬ 
tive  features  connected  with  the  establishment  of  the  Refuge.  They 
returned  to  Winona  on  January  21. 

Unusually  mild  weather  for  December  prevailed  at  Lake  Malheur 
Bird  Refuge , ,Oreg, ,  and  vicinity  late  last  month,  and  as  a  result  ice 
disappeared  from  the  lake  and  many  birds  returned  to  the  Refuge.  Warden 
George  M.  Benson  states  that  an  unutsual  number  of  birds  for  this  period 
of  the  year  T/ere  on  the  Refuge.  By  January  1,  the  lake  was  again  freezing 
over  but,  becaxise  of  the  large  number  of  birds  still,  remaining  there,  the 
ice  did  not  form  in  many  places,  ilany  swans  were  at  the  Refuge,  and 
warden  Benson  says  that  this  is  the  latest  date  of  which  he  has  record 
that  these  birds  have  remained  there.  Eunters  in  this  locality  report 
the  geese  in  fine  condition. 

It  has  keen  cold  and  dry  for  a  long  neriod  at  Big  Lake  Bird 
Refuge,  Arlt,,  and,  vicinity,  with  vex'y  little  rain  for  tT/o  months.  The 
water  on  the  lake  is  jnst  at  the  right  stage  for  the  malla-rds  to  feed, 
and  there  are  thousands  of  ducks  on  the  portion  of  the  Refuge  west  of 
Gun  Island, 

The  band  of  antelope  remaining  at  the  Niobrara  Reservation, 

Nebr.,  apnears  to  be  in  a  lively  and  flourishing  condition.  T-iree  of 
the  animals,  however,  died  recently,  one  being  an  antelope  received  in 
a  crippled  condition  in  September,  192^r,  and  recently  injured  by  being 
trampled  by  others  of  the  band.  The  ce-use  of  the  death  of  the  other 
two  has  not  been  determined. 

A  buffalo  bull  was  shipped  froraUind  Cave  Game  Preserve,  S.  Dak., 
on  Jan-uary  2,  to  Vn  .  c.  Rochelle,  Texarkana,  Tex,,  where  it  arrived  safe¬ 
ly.  Twenty-eight  additional  elk  of  those  ourchased  by  the  Elk  Breeding 
and  Grazing  Association,  of  Middleboro,  Mass.,  have  been  shipped  from 
this  preserve, 

A  three-year-old  buffalo  buJ.l  was  shipped  on  Janwiry  5  from  the 
Bison  Range,  Mont.,  to  Joplin,  Mo.,  for  the  city  nark  at  that  place. 

Ii'4P0RTATI0NS 


Among  the  more  interesting  birds  imported  during  the  past  jO  days 
were  six  argus  pheasants  and  three  king  birds  of  paradise  from  Singapore, 
Straits  Settlements,  entered  at  San  Francisco,  Calif,  During  the  month 
there  were  also  imported,  at  Nev;  York,  2,520  Himgarian  partridges  from 
Bremen,  Germany. 
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MIGIL\T0nY-3lRD  ‘ZIEATY  AI^D  LACEY  ACTS 

Mr.  Lenmead  made  a  trip  to  jBac.'O  Bay,  Va.,  a'bout  the  middle  of  the 
month  and  spont  several  days  in^o stigatiny  iiunting  conditions  in  that 
vicinity.  Ke  found  that  there  mere  6l  I  arteries  on  Back  Bay,  uith  S  5.n 
operation  on  January  11  Shooting  on  Back  Bay  during  the  present  season 
has  Been  rather  'onsatisf actory .  The  Bureau  speedooat  Canvasback,  naniud 
by  tfardens  Barnes  and  Capps,  is  still  on  duty  in  this  section,  and  there 
have  been  very  fev:  violations  of  the  Migratory-Bird  'Treaty  Act  this  season 

During  the  latter  part  of  January  Mr.  Benrr.ead  made  an  official 
trip  to  St,  Louis,  Ho.,  Chicago  and  other  points  in  Illinois,  and 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  . 

Miss  Mary  C’Brien,  a  stenographer  in  this  Division,  returned  to 
duty  January  IS  after  an  absence  of  about  seven  r/eeks  due  to  a  broken 
wrist, 

Au  order  v/as  issued  by  the  Acting  Secretary,  on  December  23, 
permitting  the  Stade  fish  and  garu  rarden  ud  certain  su-eclf iCc lly 
naned  deputy  gane  wardens  of  Kansas  to  kill,  by  shooting,  grebes, 
bitterns,  great  blue  nerons,  little  blue  herons,  green  herons,  and 
black-crowned  night  herons  in  that  State  at  any  time  for  the  piornose 
of  nrotecting  the  fishes  in  the  rivers  and  streams. 

Senator  Brookhart  and  Reuresentative  Anthony  haue  introduced 
companion  bills  in  the  Senate  and  the  Koiise  of  representatives  provid¬ 
ing  for  "more  effectively  meeting  the  obligations  of  the  existing 
migratory-bird  treaty  with  Great  Britain  by  the  establishment  of  migra¬ 
tory-bird  refuges  to  furnish  in  nerpetuicy  homes  for  migratory  birds, 
the  provision  of  funds  for  establishing  such  are  e,  and  the  furnishing 
of  adequate  protection  of  migratory  birds,  for  the  establisiimsid  of 
public  shooting  grounds  tc  nreserve  the  American  system  of  free  shoot¬ 
ing,  and  for  other  purposes,"  the  bill  to  be  knonmi  by  the  short  title, 
"Migratory  Bird  Refuge  and  Marsh  Land  Censer-Cation  Act,"  These  bills 
embody  the  essential  provisions,  with  a  few  slight  changes,  contained 
in  the  migratory-bird  refuge  bill  ■'vhich  passed  the  House  at  the  last 
session  of  the  oSth  Congress  but  failed  to  be  brought  up  for  action  in 
the  Senate, 

'ti'arden  ,  L.  Birsch  in  a  report  for  the  week  December  I3  to  19 
states  that  there  are  more  canvasback  ducks  on  Pamlico  Sound,  H.  C.,  and 
tributaries  than  have  ever  before  been  irnown  to  the  people  of  that  region, 
and  that  fully  75  per  ce'nt  of  the  birds  a.re  fem.ales. 

Practically  all  of  the  sWan  population  of  eas'oern  North  America 
concentrates  for  y;inter  quarters  on  Chesapeake  Bay,  Md. ,  Back  Bay,  7a., 
Currituck  Sound,  N.  C.,  and  adjacent  waters.  Here  they  can  be  co'anted 
with  reasonable  accuracy,  and  early  in  December  employees  of  the  Bureau 
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experienced  in  counting  birds,  Talbott  Lenrriead,  C.  G.  Sperry,  and  U .  L. 
Birsch,  found  a  total  of  l4,9S7-»  The  greatest  nunbervS  were  on  Chesapeake 
Bay,  including  the  Susquehanna  Flats,  where  '6,920  were  counted.  On 
Currituck  Sound,  the  number  observed  v/as  2,9bS,  and  on  Lake  Hattamuskeet , 
N.  C.,  2,494.  A  slightly  smaller  nujhber,  2,0lS,  was  noted  on  Back  Bay, 
and  on  the  Potomac  River  near  its  junction  with  the  Chesapeake  there 
were  169.  Undoubtedly  in  all  cases  more  swans  v/ere  present  and  escaped 
count,  so  that  the  total  number  probably  exceeds  15,000. 

This  is  the  first  fairly  cc’pplete  census  of  these  birds  the  B''-ireau 
has  been  able  to  m:ake,  and  little  can  be  said  with  certainty  as  to  their 
increase  or  decrea-se.  There  is  no  doubt,  howerer,  that  the  swans  have 
become  bolder  in  the  presence  of  man,  a  natoial  result  of  the  absolute 
protection  given  them  during  the  past  ten  years.  Urder  the  provisions 
of  the  lav/  the  close  sea.son  will  continue  until  December,  1926,  and 
thereafter  until  regulations  allowing  an  open  season  are  promulgated 
by  the  President. 

The  long  close  season  on  swans  now  in  force  was  designed  to 
perpetuate  a  superb  species  of  wild  life.  Careful  observations  of  these 
birds  v/ill  cor  inue  to  be  made  by  representatives  of  the  Binreau,  and 
annual  counts  of  their  numbers  are  planned.  On  this  study  and  these 
counts  v/ill  be  based  any  recommendations  that  may  be  made  regarding  a 
modification  of  the  protected  status  of  swans. 

Sportsmen  and  others  interested  in  the  conservation  of  T/ild  life 
have  expressed  alarm  at  the  scarcity  of  wild  d'ucks  and  geese  during  the 
recent  fall  and  winter  flight  in  a  number  of  the  western  Si:ates,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  California.  At  the  same  time,  reports  “cc  the  Bureau  during 
January  shov/  an  unprecedented  number  of  these  birds  remaining  along  the 
coast  of  southern  Alaska  and  British  Coliimbia,  where  the  present  winter 
has  been  v/ithout  parallel  in  its  warm  summerlike  v,eather.  The  conclusion 
naturally  drawn  is  that  the  scarcity  of  birds  in  various  parts  of  the 
Uest  during  the  fall  and  winter  of  1925  and  I926  doss  not  necessarily 
mean  an  actual  decrease  in  the  total  mnnber  of  the  existing  v/ild  fowl 
but  that  the  mild  fall  and  v'inter  ■'Tsather  in  southern  Canada  end  along 
the  northern  border  of  the  United  StcUtes,  together  with  deficient  rain¬ 
fall  in  the  Y'est,  have  caused  erratic  movements  amnng  these  birds.  An 
abundance  of  ducks  and  geese  has  been  noticed  as  far  north  as  the  flats 
about  the  mouths  of  the  Copper  and  Bering  Rivers  and  also  on  the  Stikine 
River  flats,  Alaska,  a  remarkable  occurrence  for  this  season  of  the  year. 
Viiith  a  return  of  normal  v/inters,  therefore,  the  usual  abundance  of  \vild 
fowl  will  probably  again  be  noted  in  the  V/est. 
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Cases  Terminated  —  Re'oorts  Received  during;  December 


vYardens 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Fine 

Bloxsom 

2 

Maryland 

Killing  ducks  from  a  motorboat 

$25  each 

Britton 

2 

Louisiana 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$5  each 

Hilliard,  Pierce*  1 

I'leu  Jersey 

Killing  a  duck  after  sunset 

$500 

Holmes, 

Varley*  1 

Nebraska 

Killing  avocets 

$3 

Kelsey 

2 

So .Dakota 

Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 

$2d  each 

Maghee* 

1 

Georgia 

Killing  bobolinks  in  close  season 

$1 

Ferry 

1 

Tennessee 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$20 

Pacett i 

1 

Florida 

Hunting  ducks  nrior  tc  half  an 

$5 

hour  before  sunrise 

Shaver 

7 

Minnesota 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$10  each 

*• 

1 

11 

Killing  a  gull 

$10 

Shaver , 

Hahn**  1 

TT 

Killing  ducks  after  sunset 

$10 

Shaver, 

Kelsey  1 

Missouri 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

$5 

Shaver , 

Moore**  1 

Minnesota 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 

$1 

close  season 

Shave  r , 

Punshon**  1 

Misso^ari 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 

$1 

season 

Shave r, punshon, **  1 

It 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$25 

ott** 

Smith 

1 

Georgia 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$5 

IT 

1 

t! 

Killing  a  ruby- crowned  kinglet 

25  cents 

Thompson 

1 

Calif  ornia 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

$25 

Tonkin 

1 

It 

possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

$50 

Cases  Reported  for  prosecution 

Warden 

n 

w 

ases 

State  Violation 

Hilliard,  pierce** 

1 

New  Jersey  Killing  a  duck  after  sunset 

Kelsey 

1 

South  Dakota  Killing  a  swallow 

Kelsey 

9 

”  Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Linebaugh,  Blaclcwell* 

5 

Illinois  Selling  ducks 

Perry 

1 

Tennessee  Killina  ducks  in  close 

season 

Scholler 

1 

Illinois  Shooting  at  w'ood  ducks 

Schulze=*= 
Smith 


'tonkin 

Visart 

■  Visart ,  Thomason** 


iviaine 

tt 

California 

Arkansas 

It 


irilling  a  killdeer  plover 
Selling  ducks 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 
and  selling  same 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  from  airplane 
Illegal  interstate  shipment  of  duck 


U.  S.  Deputy  G-ame  Warden 
Deputy  State  Game  Warden 
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GSHERill  NOTES 

The'  continued  cooperation  of  field  men  and  others  in-  furnishing 
notes  for  THE  SUH'TEY  is  much  appreciated,  and  it  is  aga.in  urged  that  all 
suitable  material  be  submitted  regularly  each  month  through  the  diT^ision 
hea.ds  concerned.  Cooperation  is  solicited  also  in  obtaining  our  share  of 
material  for  the’  Radio  Service  recently  inaugurated  by '  the  Department.  More 
than  50  broadcasting  stations  throughout  the  United  States  are  receiving 
this  service  direct  from  Washington.  The  chief  pi'Ogram  nov/  in  operation  is 
that  knov/n  as  the  ’’Eifty  Earm  Flashes,''  which  consists  of  short  questions 
and  answers  on  timely  agricultural  subjects  from  50  to  75  words  in  length, 
and  includes  not  only  those  of  general  interest  but  also  queries  apnlicable 
to  particula.r  sections  of  the  country,  since  in  general  an  effort  is  made 
not  to  distribute  information  to  sections  where  it  does  not  apply.  Any 
interesting  current  items  of  information  actually  sought  by  farmers  will  be 
welcome  as  "farm,  flashes,"  and  these  too  should  be  ■su'bmitted  through  the 
heads  of  the  B.ireau  divisions.  0.  S.  Stephl,  leader  of  ro-ent  control  in 
Montana,  has  already  set  a  good  example  by  furnishing,  during  the  last  week 
of  February,  67  questions,  as  many  as  possible  of  which  wrill  be  answered  and 
included  in  the  "Fifty  Farm  Flashes.” 

Doctor  Nelson  left  on  February  26  for  a  few  weeks*  inspection  tour,  • 

He  will  visit  several  of  the  bird  reservations  of  the  Southern  and  Southeast¬ 
ern  States;  inspect  Sapeloe  Island,  -Ga. ,  in  reference  to  tropical  American 
game  birds  introduced  there;  and  confer  wdth  H.  L.  Stoddard  at  Deachton,  Ga.  , 
in  connection  with  the  quail  investigations  being  conducted  in  that  State  and 
Florida, 

■Fifteen' employees  of  the  Federal  Government  sta.tioned  at  Billings, 
Mont.,  met  on  January  ZJ  s.nd  Organized  a  Federa.l  Business  Association.  United 
States  Game  "warden  George  E.  Mushbach  was  elected  president.  The  follow/ing 
branches  of  the  Government- were  represented  at  the  organization  meeting: 

Post  Office  Department,  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue,  General  Land  Office, 

Bureau  of  Mines,  Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  Reclamation  Service,  Forest  Service 
Bureau  of  Entomiology,  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  'and-  Bureau  of  Biological 
Survey  (by  E,  E,  Ba.tem.an,  leader  of  predatoryi-animal  control  for  -the  State, 
and  warden  Mushbach).  Regular  monthly  meetings  will  be  held  and  an  endeavor 
made  to  interest  and  enroll  all  Federal  em.ployees  in  Billings  and  vicinity. 

More  sickness  than  usual  has  prevailed  among  the  office  force  during 
the  month,  as  many  as  sixteen  having  been  on  extended  sick  leave. 

Manuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  -publication  as  follows: 

Ashbrook,  Frank  G-.  "Fur  Farming." 

Cates,  E,  C,  "The  Story  of  a  Pet  Prairie  Dog." 

Cookn,  May  Thacher.  "How  the  Bird  Census  Solves  Some  Problems. in  Distribution. 
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Day,  Altert  M,  "Effect  of  Strychnine  on  Game  Birds,"  and  "A  Disease  of  Ro¬ 
dents  Transmissible  to  Man." 

Kellogg,  Remington.  "Kentriodon  pernix,  a  Miocene  Porpoise  f rom  Itoryland. " 

McAtee,  T/,  L,  "Birds  That  Have  Hamed  Themselves,”  and  "IJotos  on  Carolina 
7/aterfov/l.  "  '  ' 

Murie,  Olaus,  J.  "The  Alaska  Red  Squirrel  Providing  for  Winter." 

Oberholser,  Harry  C.  "The  Migration  of  North  American  Birds;XXX,  Chuck-T/ill’ s 
widow  and  Whip-poor-v;ill, "  and  "December  and  January  Birds  about  Wash¬ 
ington."  ' 

Preble  ,  Edward  A.  "Caribou  in  the  Arctic,"  "The  Meadow  Bluet,"  "The  Odorous 
Squash  Bug, "  .-."Spittle  Insects,"  i^he  Silent  Cave  Cricket,"  "The  Blood¬ 
stained  Cockatoo,"  "The  Kiwi  or  Apteryx,"  and  "Mouse  Opossums." 


■  Donald  H.  Stevenson  ■ 

Donald  Harley  Stevenson,  reservation  warden  of  the  ’Biological 
Survey,  stationed  at  Unalaska,  Alaska,  died  at  the,  Burlington  Hotel, 
Washington,  D.  C.  j  on  Saturday,  February  20.  Mr,  Stevenson  had  been 
called  to  Washington  early  in  the  month  for  consultation  in  regard  to 
his  future  work  in  Alaska.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  city  he  con¬ 
tracted  pneumonia,  from  which  he  died  after  a  very  brief  illness. 

Mr.  Stevenson's  connection  with  the  Biological  Survey,  dates  back 
ten  years,'  when  he  first  assisted  in  making  scientific  collections  of 
birds  and  wild  animals,  and  later  was  a  hunter  in  the  predatory-animal 
control  work  in  the  West.  In  I9IS  he  entered  the  military  service,  and 
was  stationed  at  Camp  Lev/is,  Washington  State,  during  the  World  Yfer.  At 
the  end  of  the  war*  he  was  employed  as  a  ranger  in  the  Forest  Service,  but 
in  1920  was  transferred  to  tin  Biological  Survey  and  placed  in  charge  of 
the  great  Aleutian  Islands  Bird  Reservation. 

The  duties  of  a  reservation  warden  in  a  remote  northern  region 
require  endurance  and  resourcefulness,  and  Mr,  Stevenson  was  well  qualified, 
for  the  position.  During  his  stay  in  Alaska  he  made  several  trips  under 
severe  conditions,  which  to  a  man  of  less  resistance  would  have  been  fatal. 
That  he  should  have  survived  all  the  exposures  and  hardships  of  several 
years'  labor  in  this  dangerous  region  and  then  succumb  within  a  few  da. vs 
to  disease  contracted  in  the  comparatively  mild  climate  of  the  East,  is  an 
example  of  the  irony  of  fate.  Through  all  kinds  of  weather  he  had  patrolled 
the  numerous  islands  which  extend  a  thousand  miles  from  the  end  of  the 
Alaska  Peninsula.  Here  he  inve stiga ted  conditions',  generally,  collected  birds 
and  mammals  for  scientific  purposes,  enforced  game  and  fur  laws  and  regula¬ 
tions,  inspected  fur  farms  within  the  reservation,  regilated  the  issue  of 
permits  for  farming  and  trapping  fur-bearing  animals,  and  made  .  a  number  of 
valuable  grazing  charts  of  parts  of  the  Aleutian  Islands. 

With  few  advantages  of  early  schoolipg  and  almost  entirely  self 
educated,  he  was  a  careful  reader  of  general  literature  and  science  and 
had  a  tenacious  memory.  Through  unusual  opportunities  over  a  wide  stretch 
of  country  he  became  a  keen  naturalist  and  a  careful  and  accurate  observer. 
Many  of  his  notes  and  records  have  been'^sed  in  reports  upon  the  bird  and 
animal  life  of  the  Glacier  and.  Yellowstone  Parks,  and  many  valuable  un¬ 
published  notes  are  still  on  file  in  the  records  of  the  Biological  Survey. 
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When  still  a  "boy  he  was  helping  to  support  the  family  by  trapping 
grizzly  bears  for  their  fur,  spending  weeks  alone  in  a  log  cabin  far  from 
home  and  packing  the  bear  skins  on  his  back  across  a  rugged  range  of 
mountains.  Later  he  was  sent  alone  to  collect  grizzly  bears,  mountain 
lions,  and  mountain  ^eep  where  the  dangers  and  hardships  would  have 
deterred  most  men,  and  invariably  he  brought  back  the  specimens  and  laughed 
at  the  dangers.  One  of  the  largest  grizzly  skulls  in  the  National  Museum 
collection  from  V/yoming  bears  his  label  and  a  little  round  hole  between  the 
eyes  made  by  his  22  high-power  rifle  at  a  distance  of  30  paces. 

He  had  a  pleasant  personality  and  made  friends  among  the  people  with 
v/hom  he  came  in  contact.  This  was  exceedingly  helpful  to  him  in  obtaining 
the  friendly  cooperation  needed  in  carrying  out  the  duties  of  his  position. 
While  quiet  and  unassuming,  in  camp  and  on  the  trail  he  was  a  delightful 
companion,  always  cheerful  even  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  with 
a  fund  of  good  stories,  and  blessed  with  a  full  appreciation  and  enjoyment 
of  the  beauties  and  interests  of  native  wild  life.  Generosity  was  one  of 
his  charms  and  he  gave  freely  to  others  all  he  knew  and  all  he  had. 

Mr«  Stevenson  was  born  at  Adair,  Ill,,  on  March  31»  1S92,  and  later 
moved  to  Babb,  Mont.,  with  his  parents  and  several  brothers,  all  of  whom 
survive  him.  He  was  unmarried.  He  was  a  member  of  tbe  American  Society 
of  Mammalogists  and  the  National  Geographic  Society.  Ipterment  took  place 
at  Arlington  National  Cemetery  on  Wednesday,  February  24,  with  military 
honors,  Besides  a  large  representation  from  the  Bureau,  at  the  services  at 
the  grave,  there  were  also  present  Hon,  Dan  Sutherland,  Congressional 
delegate  from  Alaska,  and  Capt,  James  Hottell,  of  the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard, 
who  became  acquainted  with  Mr,  Stevenson  on  several  Alaskan  cruises. 


BIOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

E,  A,  Goldman,  in  charge  of  Reservations,  who  is  iTiaking  biological 
investigations  in  Mexico  on  the  wintering  ground  of  ducks,  arrived  in  Mexico 
City  on  January  26.  In  a  letter  dated  February  9  ke  was  still  in  that 
vicinity,  where  many  thousands  of  ducks,  mainly  pintails,  cinmmon,  blue, 
and  green-winged  teals,  and  canvasbacks,  could  be  seen  on  the  marshes  daily. 

He  is  making  special  efforts  to  o'btain  data  regarding  battery  guns  in  that 
section,  as  these  are  reported  to  be  in  extensive  use. 

Dr.  H.  C,  Oberholser  made  a  trip  on  the  Curlew  from  Washington  to 
Qpantico  on  February  9  the  purpose  of  making  observations  on  the  abundance 
of  wintering  wild  fowl.  It  was  estimated  that  nearly  25,000  ducks  were  ob¬ 
served,  the  scaups,  black  ducks,  and  canvasbacks  being  by  far  the  most 
numerous  species.  Others  which  were  observed  in  smaller  numbers  include 
American  mergansers  and  mallards.  Most  of  the  birds  were  seen  between 
Washington  and  Alexandria,  Va. ,  chiefly  near  Four  Mi3e  Run,  near  Alexandria, 
in  Occoquan  Bay,,  and  between  Crane y  Island  and  Indian  Head.  On  February  Ig 
he  made  another  trip,  this  time  going  down  as  far  as  V/idewater,  On  this  date 
the  ducks  had  increased,  the  numbers  of  the  dominant  species  observed  being 
appropcimately  as  follows*  Canvasbacks,  43,000;  black  ducks,  9.000;  American 
mergansers,  2,000;  mallards,  4S0;  gadwalls,  more  than  200;  Canada  geese,  IGS* 
and  whistling  swans,  I70.  The  swans  were  present  in  a  single  flock  near 
Widewater. 
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■  Fv  C.  Lincoln  spent  "a  par-t  of  February  •'1 2-  ani;,13 -.-at  Eingsville  , 
Ontario,  inve stilting  a  method  of  trappirLg  cro-vrsi,V!hich  hasbeen  suc- 
cessfullycarried  oii  by  Jack  Minef.’  Mr. 'Miner ’has  be.en  led -to  talce  up 
this  work  because  of  his  great  interest  in  the  conservation  pf  small 
birds,  of  which  he  considers  the  h row' 's'- serious  ^enemyi,!  He  claims  that 
the  crow  has  increased  steadily  during  tl:©'  past'^tdunty  years  in, his 
section,  and  that .  during  ■  the  sar^  ■  period  .'the  re  ihas  ■been  a  ■  corresponding  -  ; 

decrease  in  the  •  small  birds.  His-'trap,  ‘consisting  of -.a  large  wire  pen, 
which  can  be  sprung  by  the  o;^ra.tor  v^hen-a.  sufficient  number' of  crows 
are  in  the  trap,  has  resulted  in  the  capture  of  about  2; 000  crows  in  the 
past  month  or  two.  ■  •  '  ■  ■  .  ,  .■  ■ 

Vernon  Hailey  returned  on  February  I3  from,  a  five  weeks*  trip 
over  the  coastal  marshes"  of  southern  Louisiana,  where  the  muskrat 
industry  is  being  studied  by-the  Biological  Survey  in  cooperation  with 
the  State  Conservation  Bepartment' and  the  Associatlonyof  Fur  Industries 
of  Louisiana.  •  The  present*  investigations,  were  made  during-  the '  trapping 
season,  and  trapping  methods  were  especially,  under,  observation.  Some 
method  of  capturing  the 'ani'raals  alive  for  the  s.tudy  ,of  breeding  and  food 
habits,  as  well  as  for  -restocking  purposes,  was  necessary,  and  considerable 
time  was  spent  by  Mr.-  Bailey  in  devising  a  trap  for  this  purpose.  Many 
types  of  traps  were  tested  and  finally  one  made  which  captures  the 
animals  readily  and  without  injury,  and  for  the  first  time  in  this  study 
of  the  muskra'ts  a  supply  of  live  animals  is  being  made  available. 

The  supply  of' muskrats  Secured  by  trappers  is 'somewhat  less  than 
last  year,  but  the  higher  price  of  fur  may  more  than  compensate  for  this. 

In  some  cases  the  breeding  stock  has  been  too  closely  trapped,  but  in 
many  of  tte  larger  areas  under  more  careful  supervision  the  trapping 
has  been  greatly  reduced  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a  satisfactory  stock 
of  breeding  animals  for-' future  years.  The  industry' promi.ses  to  become 
of  permanent  and  increasing  value  and  hae’already  taken„its  place  among 
the  leading  industries' of  the  State. 

On  February  23  Vernon  Bailey  gave  a  lecture  before  -  the  Brooklyn  , 
Institute  of  Arts-and  Sciences,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y.  ,  on  *’0ur  Friends  and  Foes 
in  the  Mouse  World."  This’  lecture ,  of  a  semiu  popular  .nature ,  was  intended 
to  shov;  the  economic  importance  of  many  species  of  small  rodents,  and  to 
give  the  public  a  better  understanding  of  wild  life  in.  our  hugian  economy. 

Dr.  W,  P.  Taylor  ou  January  20  delivered  a  lecture  entitled  "Pine 
or  Porcupine"  before  the  Tusc oh  Natural  History  Soc iety,.  at  Tucson,  Ariz. 
This  lecture  was  illustrated  b-y  lantern  slides,  and  specimens,.  -He  also 
presented  a  paper  on  the  progres's  of  the" '  porcupine  work  at.  Phe  symposium. 
"The  Future  of  the.  Natural  Resources  of  the  Southwest,,'*  at  the  meetpng  of 
the  Southwestern  D-ivision  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  at-  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  February’’  13  to  Bfe  has  bee'n  elected 

Secretary  of  the  biology  .sec tion  of  th©  divisi.on.  •  ' 

On  Jan'uary  21  Doctor  Taylor,  made  a  tr.i-p  to  Ecosuvelt  ^ke ,  Ariz., 
to  investigate  -  the  ■  food  habits  of  pelicans.  A  ruport-that  these  birds  had 
"become  a  menace  to  the  bass  in  the  lake  proved  to  be  erroneous,  no  evidence 
being  found  that  they  have  any  ill  effect  on  the  numbers  of  these  fish, 
althou^  they  were  feeding  upon  carp  and  sucters. 
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T.  H.  Scheffer  spent  the  last  week  of  January  in  the  Kennevdck 
district  of  Vfeshington  State  continuing  studies 'of  the  Yakima  and  Town¬ 
send  ground  squirrels.  He  found  small  numbers  of  both  specie  s-  already 
out  of  hibernation.  Attempts  were  ma.de  without  success  to  locate  a 
hiberna.ting  nest,  to  determine  v/hether  the  animals  spend  tlie  winter  in 
the  ordinary  summer  breeding  nests, 

■ALASKA  IHVESTIGATIOhS 

W.,  Fi  Bancroft  V7as  in -New  York  City,  February  ^  to  9.,  making  in¬ 
vestigations  of  alleged  illegal  shipments  of  skins  of  land  fur-bearing 
animals  from  Alaska  to  dealers  in  that  city.' 

FCOi'JOwilC  IHVFiu TiGATIOhS 

Sympathy  is  extended'to  Stanley  E,  Piper,  of  this  Bureau,  leader 
of  the  extermination  methods  project,  with  headquarters  at  Denver,  Colo., 
in  the  death  of  his  brother.  Dr.  Charles  V.  Piper,  well-known  botanist 
of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  which  occurred  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  on 
February  11. 

Dr,  W,  B,  Bell,  of  the  Washington  office,  and  E,  E.  Horn,  of  the 
extermination  methods  project,  whb  has  been  spending  several  weeks  in 
Tu’ashington,  made  a  trip  to  New  York  and  Phi  lade  Iphia,  February  9  to  11, 
to  confer  with  manufacturers  of  strychnine  and  other  products  used  in 
connection  with  investigations  and  field  operations  for  the  control  of 
injurious  rodents.  Information  of  value  was  obtained  and  arrangements 
made  to  procure  a  number  of  special  products  for  tests  in  connection 
with  the  laboratory  work  that  Mr.  Horn  has  been  doing  in  cooperation 
with  the  pharmacology  laboratorj^  of  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry. 

The  inspector  commanding  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police ,  Yukon 
Territory,  reports  in  a  letter  to  Ernest  P,  Walker,  executive  officer 
of  the  Alaska:  Game  Commission,  that  ?/olves  and  coyotes  have  become  men¬ 
acingly  numerous  In  the  Yukon,  and  that  poison  permits  have  been  issued 
to  experienced  trappers,  but  that  because  of  the  sparse  population 
probably  little  good  will  result.  He  added  that  small  bands  of  caribou 
are  numerous  in  the  Yukon  heading  south,  but  as  usual  at  this  timie  of 
year,  they  are  very  thin  and  are  chased  by  wolves  at  all  timies.  He  also 
mentioned  a  report  from  an  old  trapper  v/ho  saw  several  bands  of  caribou 
when  crossing  the  Dawson-Glacier  trail  and  found  two  bulls  with  locked 
horns.  He  manoeuvred  arounvd  until  he  saw  which  prong  was  causing  the  lock 
and  smashed  off  that  prong  with  a  bullet,  thus  setting  the  animals  free. 

Modoc  County,  Ca.lif.  ,  has  recently  entered  the  cooperative  predatory- 
animal  eradication  program.,  and  the  first  work  done  in  this  section  resulted 
in  finding  seven  poisoned  coyotes  in  close  proximity  to  the  stations  by 
Assistant  Inspector  R,K.Stewart,  who  visited  the  poison  line  on  January 
23  with  Hunter  C.R«Este9,  Because  of  the  snow,  these  were  the  first  poisoned 
animals  found.  As  is  often  the  case,  some  of  the  coyotes  "had  been  crippled, 
one  female  having  lost  both  front  feet  and  developed  good  pads  on  both  stub 
legs.  Another  one  had  lost  a  front  foot,  probably  in  a  trap.  One  male  had 
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evidently  Ueen  caught  as  a- pup, .  when,  after  it  had  "been  eannarlffid  and.  its 
tail  cropped,  it  was- turned  loose,  ,  .r..:; 

Ealph  Irion,  a  Montana  hunter,  who  \ms  requested  to  teep  a  lookout 
for  wolves  reported  ranging  on  the  Little ,  Powder  River,  did  good  work  during 
the  month  in  getting,  vath  the  help  of  a  rancher,  four  female  wolves,  A 
bounty  had  been  offered  for  these  animals,  as  they  were  reported  to  have 
killed  more  than  $2,000  v/orth  of-  livestock  during  the  past  summer. 

Sear's  M.  Willis,  a  hunter  an  Utah-,'  who- was  working  during.  January 
in  cooperation  with  the  State  fish  and  gsme'-  department,  has  done  commend¬ 
able  work  in  taking  two  mounts  in  lions'  on  Hebo  Mountain.  His  dogs  follow¬ 
ed  the  trail  all  one  day,  and  vvere  successful  in  treeing  the  lions  late 
the  following  evening.  Hunter  Willis  did  not  catch  up  with  the  dogs  till 
nearly  nine  o’clock  when  he  succeeded  in  shooting  an  adult  female  lion. 

The  othjer  lion  got  away  in  the  darkness,  but  after  a  day's  rest  the  dogs 
picked  up  its  trail  and  treed  it  in  about  an  hour. 

Dr.  Glen  R,  Each,  leader  in  predatory-animal  control  in  the  State 
of  Washington,  reports  a  rabid  coyote  at  . Pasco,  that  bit  a' horse  and  tried 
to  bite  its  rider,  a  small  boy.  The  horse  developed  rabies  within  three 
vreeks  and  died,  and  the  coyote  was  killed,  but  it  is  not  known  whether  it 
attacked  any  other  coyotes  or  domestic  animals.  .Doctor. Bach  has  assigned 
Hunter  William  Dishon  to  watch  this  section.  A  rancher  of  Lamona  County, 
lash.,  also  reported  that  on  January  l4  one  of  his  dogs  started  acting 
queerly.  The  newt  day  it  bit  his  small  daughter  on  the  arm,  but  did  not' 
draw  blood.  The  dog  was  killed  and'  its  head  when  examined,  at  Seattle 
proved  positive  for  rabies.  The,  child  is  now  taking  the  Pasteur  treat¬ 
ment  at  Odessa,  Several  dogs  are.  known  to  have  been  bitten,  A  number  of  ' 
these  have  been  killed  and  others  are  tied  up  or  muzzled.  The  suppression 
of  rabies  is  an  important  part  of  the  predatory-animal  control  work  in 
many  of  the  western  States,  and  is  conducted  in  cooperation  v;ith  State 
and  local  health  or  sanitary  officials. 

D,  A.  Gilchrist,  leader  of  rodent-control  v/ork  in  Arizona,  was  on 
the  program  of  the  Mar.icopa  County  Farm  and  Home  week  on  January  20  and 
spolffi  at  Phoenix,  Aris.  ,  on  "How  Can  Control  the  Pocket  Gopher  in  this 
County.  Mr.  Gilchrist  writes  that  the  meeting  was  we'll  attended  and  much 
interest  shown  in  pocket-gopher  control.  Previously  he  had  placed  poison, 
a  trap,  and  a  pocket-gopher  gun  in  a  field  across  the  road  from  the  building 
virhere  the  meeting  was  held,  and  these  were  visited  by  those  in  attendance. 

By  the  use  of  a  shovel  a  pocket  gopher  which  had  been  poisoned  was  soon 
uncovered,  as  also  were  the  remains  of  one  .^pocket  gopher  which  the  gun  had 
killed.  Another  pocket  gopher  had  been  caught  in  the  trap. 

Mr.  Gilchrist  also  reports  killing  21S  cotton  rats  from  one  mile 
of  ditch  bank  in  Arizona. 

Arizona  started  the  year  right  by  breaking  all  records  for  coopera¬ 
tion  in  rodent  control  for  any  one  month.  Citizens  to  the '  number  of  522 
cooperated  during  January  in  drives  against  the  pocket  gopher.  One  citrus 
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grovrer  in  Maricopa  County,  who  lost  25O  grapefruit  ^nd  orange  trees  from 
pocket  gophers  seven  years  ago,  states  that  the  loss  of  the  trees  cut 
dovm  his  income  by  more  than  $2,500  a  year,  but  that  since  the  cooper¬ 
ative .  rodent-control  work  was  started  he  has  not  lost  a  tree  and  keeps 
his  grove  free  from  pocket  gophers. 

Jack  rabbits  are  reported  doing  more  than  usual  damage  to  wheat- 
fields  in  western  Eansas  this  winter,  A  large  percentage  of  the  wheat 
made  only  a  small  growth  last  fall,  and  being  the  only  green  feed  avail¬ 
able  the  young  wheat  plants  attract  rabbits.  Investigations  of  wheatfields 
in  I'less  and  Finney  C ount ie s . show  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  square 
foot  of  ground  .on  which  there  are  no  rabbit  tracks  or  where  the 
v/heat  has  not  been  ea.ten  to  the  ground.  In  some  places  patches  were 
found  v^here  apparently  more  than  half  the  wheat  plants  had  been  dug  up 
by  the  roots.'  In  spite  'of  boinaties  in  Kansas,  it  seems  tha,t  jack  rabbits 
are  not  being  controlled  by  this  method..,’ 

Series  of  rat  and  mole  demonstrations  were  held  in  five  towns  in 
King  Count'y,  Wash.  ,  dufingthe  month,  in  which  tie  .calcium-cyanide  method 
of  poisoning  was  shown  as  far  as  possible,  while  trapping  and  other  poison¬ 
ing  methods  were  explained  in  cases  where  the  use  of  the  cyanide  was  not 
practicable,  Demonstraticns  were  held  also  at  Chico  and  Paulsbo,  in 
Kitsap  County.  Thirty-three  rats  were  killed  with  calciiom  cyanide  in  10 
minutes  in  the  dust  boxes  of  a  poultry  house  at  Paulsbo.  'These  were 
picked  up  and  exhibited  in  a  shop  winder/  at  Port  .Orchard,  along  with  the 
duster  and  some  of  the  chemical. 

A  nurseryman  near  Olympia,  Wash.,  reported  the  loss  from  pocket 
gophers  .  of  20  choice  rose  bushes.  Leo  K.  Couch,  leader  of  rodent— control 
work  in  'Washington,  personally  set  some  traps,  and  two  days  later  four 
pocket  gophers  were  trapped  in  the  nursery.  This  adds  one  more  plant  to 
the  fo.od  of  the  pocket  gopher  as  observed  in  that  State. 

One  farm.er  from  the  Snokomish  Valley,  Mason  County,  Wash,  ,  lost 
almost  his  entire  potato  crop  the  past  fall  from  meadow  mice,  Mr.  Couch 
lodged  ever  his  place:  and  found  the  ground  honeycombed  'with  raole  burrows, 
with  plenty  of  evidence  that  meadow  mice  wei’e  there  in  great  numbers.  The 
farm  is  bring  treated  with  poisoned  grain,  and  many  traps  have  been  set. 

Geor^iW,  Boyd,  junior  biologist,  assisted  the  county  agent  of 
Fremont  County,  Wyo. ,  during  the  latter  part  of  January  in  starting  mag¬ 
pie  control  by  giving  l4  poisoning  demonstrations  alor^  the  north  fork  of 
the  Wind  Hiver,  covering  a  strip  of  country  I6  males  long.  At  each  ranch 
one  or  more  ^magpie  sticks”  were  prepared  and  placed  in  trees  or  on  posts 
where  the  birds  were  in  the  habit  of  congregating.  A  large  number  of 
turkeys  are  raised  in  this  section  of  the  State,  and  nearly  every  farmer 
seen- during  the  demonstrations  stated  that  he  had,  lost  a  |,reat,'many  turkey 
eggs  and  young  turkeys  fromi  the  m.agpies.  The  county  agent  estimated  that  , 
about  two  carloads,  or  about  $1S,000  Y/orth,  of  turleys  had  been  lost  by 
magpie  depredations  last  year  in  Fremont  County  alone.  '  . 
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FOOD  HABITS  RESEARCH 


E.  R.  Kalffiljach  ad'drd  &Ee'd  .the  Biblogic-al  Societj^'^'Of  ^Washihgtori  oh"  the 
evening  of  Fehraary  I3  oh'-’^Black ''Birds'  Versus 'Rice  In -Bo^ilhiana,  "  his ‘talk 
he ing'tl'lustra ted  with  I^htefh^'' slides  and  specimehs.^^ •'  • 


A  revised  edition  of  Farmers'  Bulletin  No. ''1456,  ’’Hdiiics  .?or  Birds'’  was 
received  on  Fehraary  25,  and  copies  may  he  obtained  on  application.  The 
revision  contains 'a  short  reference  to  the  house  wren  *as  an  enemy  -of  nesting 


FUR  ^RESOURCES  ■- 

■  -  'i- 


D.  Monroe  Green 'spent  sevoral-  days  iri  Ne-v/  Ydrk’''diiring  the''''la.t  ter  e 
part  of  February  inspoG' ting  rabbit  pelts  in  storage  handled  by  raw- fur 
buyers-  He  also  assisted-' in  assorting  and  grading  rabbit  Skins  shipped 
from ''California  to  the  newly  e  stablished  Rabbit  Breeders  Exchange.  The 
shipments  comprised  white,  blue,  fawn,  and  mixed-colored 'skins ,  totaling 
10,000.  They  arrived  in  good  condition  but  many  were  small  and  unprime. 

The  average’  price'  paid  for  a  skin  was  13±  cents,'  Tte  manager  of  »thc  Rabbit 
Breeders  Exchange' .■■■'with  which  the  Bureau  is  cooperating,  informed  Mr,  Green 
that  many  rabbit  breeders ■  intend  to 'market  thjcir  skins  through  the  Exchange 
and  that  large ''q;uan titles  are  expect.5d  in  the  future.  ■  '■ 

Many  replies  to ' the 'quest ionnai re  "sent  to  rabbit  breeders','  for  names, 
addresses,  and  number -and  kinds  of  rabbits  kept,  are -being '•received. '•  As  a 
result  of  the  publicity  giveri  it  by  the  Press  Ser/icb  of  the  Department, 
numerous  letters  have  been  received  from  individual  breeders  asking  that 
their  nam.es  be  included  in  the  list  v;hen  published.  Approximately  3t000 
names  have  been  compiled  to  (5a to.  '  ■"  ■  '  ->  ■  - ' ■ 


GAIffi  AND.  BIRD  RESERVATIONS 


Lisle  Morrison,  who  was  transferred  from  Economic  Investigations  in 
September  to  assist  Mr.  Goldman,  is  acting  in  charge  o,f .  the  division  during 
Mr.  Goldman's  absence  in  Mexico."  ;  r  . 

About  400  quail  are  boing^  fed  at  the  Niobrara  Reservation,  Neljr-, 
this  winter.  On  a  pond  no.t.morc,  than  half  an  acre  in  extent-,  near  the 
chief  spring  supply  at  this  roser-vation,  there  arc  about  1,  60O  wild  ducks 
wintering,  mostly  mallards  and  ,,red-heads,.  y<?ith  a  few  pintails  and  one  coot. 
These  ducks  are  fed  corn  on  alternate  days  but  do  nott  become  tam.e. 

There  'are  now  only .  six  'nntq lope  at  Niobrara,  Reservation,  one  more 
having  died  recent’ly  from  ,inju'ries"'rece i^ve'd  in  a  ;. fight , 'with  another  member 
of  the  band.  At  the  Bison  Range  ,  .Mont,  ,  two  died  last  month,  and  two  this 
month,  from  unknown  causes',  le'aying  only  four  in  t^ie,  band  at  that  place. 

■Warden  Frank  H.  Rope , '  of  t^'e  Bispn  Range,,'  M'ont. ,  and  his  assistants, 
on  Fe'hruary  3,  finished  c''6rrai ling  40P  which  have  been  sold  to  the  Elk 
Breeding  and  Grazing  Association  'of  Middleboro,^  Mass.,  '  The  horns  of  the  bull 
eld  were  sawed  off,  and  3S8  animals  L  73  halves' and  3^5  o-'i'o.lts  -  were  loaded 
on  lO  large  baggage  cars,  which  were  steam  heated  and  electric  lighted.  The 
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train  nn 
at  their 
shipment 


s  rushed  throua-h  on  passenger  schedule,  and  tdiC  elk  have  now  arrived 
now  range  311  ssachusetts.  This  is  said  to  to  tin  -Uirgcsu  single 
of  ^ild  animaus  on  record,  and  the  loss  was  only  aeout  3  cent. 


.Two  "buffalo  have  "been  shipped  from  Wind  Cave  Game  Preserve,  S,  Dak., 
to  Texarkana,  Tex.,  and  two  to  ITcroh  Platte,  Nohr.  The  latter  are  to  he 
placed' on  the  experimental  farm  of  the  University  of  ITehraslau 

Warden  Yvesley  D.  Parker,  of  Sallys  Hill  Game  Preserve,  Ih  Dak.,  lias 
shipped  three  elk  to  the  president  of  the  local  chapter  of  the  Izaak  V/alton 
Lca.gue  of  America,  ah  Uapervillo ,  Ill,,  for  ralcase  on  a  forest  preserve 
which  has  heon  inclosed  hy  a  suitahle  fence.  Mr.  Parker  also  shipped  one 
elk  to'  the  Sand  Springs  Amusement  Company,  Sand  Springs,  Okla.;  one  ro 
y.onroe.  La.,  for  the  city  park;  and  three  to  a  private  estate  at  Pevcrly, 
Mass.  last  spring  a  'buffa,lo  cow  from  the  Bison  Range  was  shipped  to  the 
same  estate,  and  also  some  young  mule  deei’  from  the  j^hi'oah  Fa.b;iona.l  Forest, 
Aris,,  hy  the  Forest  Service,  The  deer  make  very  fine  pets,  ^ and  hundreds 
of  persons  come  to  the  estate  at  Beverly  each  week  to  see  the  a.nima.ls.  Boy 
scouts  have  permanent  'neadqua.rter s  on  the  estate  and  freqaently  as  many  as 
230  arc  camped  there  at  one  time.  The  new33)a;pers  and  puhlic  generally  are 
showing  much  interest  in  th^  growth  of  this  private  game  preserve. 

n 

The  numiher  of  elk  on  the  Elk  Refuge  and  adjoining  ranches  in  Wyomhng 
on  February  1  was  about  the  samm-  as  at  the  end  cf  December,  or  approximately 
4,500,  Most  of  these  were  in  good  condition,  and  the  warden  has  found  only_^ 
three  dead  since  the  animals  cam.e  to  the  Refuge  in  the  aut’ornn.  The  local 
State  game  warden  reports  t'nat  m.ost  of  the  elk  herd  is  X7intering  near  the 
Gres  Ventre  River  and  its  tributaries,  whnre  the  snow  is  not  deep.  Feeding 
the  elk  had  not  started  at  the  P:efugo  up  to  February  I3.  Only  two  snow¬ 
storms  occurred  during  January  and  only  about  5  inches  of  snow  fell.  The 
lowest  tcm.perature  for  the  month  was  Ig  degrees  belowr  zero.  Yiarden  Aimer 
P.  kelson  stated  that  there  was  sufficient  forage  on  the  pasturelands  to 
Supply  the  elk  until  there  was  a  deeper  snowfall. 


Warden  George  M.  Benson,  of  Lake  Malheur  Bird  Esserva,tion,  Oreg. , 
reports  that  there  are  still  many  geese  on  the  Refuge,  a  few  swans,  a,nd 
a  nurn'oer  of  ducks. 

United  States  Gamie  Earden  B.  J,  Pacetti  visited  the  new;  Brevard 
Bird  Reservation,  in  Mosquito  Lagoon,  Fla. ,  early  in  January,  and  reports 
great  devastation  there  by  the  huri'icane  of  Decem'oer  1,  1925<»  Hs  estimated 
that  approximately  1, 500  birds  had  boon  killed  and  says  that  the  island 
was  covered  with  eggs  t'nat  had  drifted  abo'o.t  after  the  nests  were  'blown  down 
The  water  had  'been  at  least  feet  deep  on  parts  of  tiie  island,  and  all  the 
y  nests  that  had  been  on  the  ground  or  on  low;  bushes  were  washed  aw/ay.  Many 
k*  trees  on  the  windward  side  wurc  blowm  out.  The  old  birds,  however,  had  re¬ 
built  t'ncir  nests,  and  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Pa.cetti*s  visit  there  were  probabl 
1,000  young  birds  there,  some  large  enough  to  fly  and  others  just  hatc'nod, 

Stanley  R,  Hall,  assistant  attorney  in  the  Office  of  the  Secreta,ry 
of  Agriculture,  has  been  transferred  to  the  position  of  attorney  in  the 
Winona.,  Minn,,  office  of  this  Bureau,  to  supervise  the  preparation  of 
abstracts  of  titles,  deeds,  and  other  necessary  papers  in  connection  with 
acquiring  lands  for  the  establishment  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River  Wild 
i  Life  and  Fish  Refuge. 
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Uo  S.  Hub'D£^_rd, 
of  the  Uangcness  Spit  ! 
clusi\7e,  in  order  to  g- 


of  Dirogcress,  ’ftas?c. ,  has  ‘boon  appointed  nr.ricn 
Bird  Refuge,  fron  Jonuorp  ic  to  I.ua'^cla  3-3 
■ive  necossa.ry  pretection  to  the  "birds  cHurir^ 


thnt  period. 


IMPORIATIOUS 

The  imoortation  of  qoail  fron  J&xico  "began  a'Dout  Re'brua.x’y  10,  and 
up  to  Re"bruary  20  permits  Lad  boon  issued  for  the  entry  of  21,230  birds, 
11,230  at  the -port  of  Srormsvll.lc  ,  fox.,  and  10,000  at  Earle  Pass,  Tex. 
The  Mexican  a,uthorities  hiavo  granted  authorizations  to  four  iirportors  for 
the  export  of  SO, 000  quail  through  the  ports  of  Lrounsvilie ,  Eagle  Pass, 
and  Ia,rc  do ,  Tg 

ibnong  the  rarer  birds  imported  during  the  month  ucro  I3  pigeons, 
including  2  Oa.  1 1  io o lum.ba  and  2  G-]obicera  ^acif ica  from,  the  Eiji 

Islands, 

MIC-?u*TOR'"~BIED  TREATY  AITD  LACEY  ACTS 


iiMr.  Eenr.ead  visited  St.  Louis,  Mo,,  an-^  points  in  Illinois  and 
Ohio  during  January  s.nd  held  conferences  nith  United  States  game  i/oardens 
a.nd  other  officials  relaitivc  to  the  enforcem.ent  cf  the  Migratory-Bird 
Treaty  Act  in  the  mid-'.oo stern  States  luring  the  coming  spring  flight. 

Fnilo  in  Chicago  he  attenied  by  invitation  a  meeting  of  the  Boarl  of 
Governors  of  -che  Chicago  Chapter  of  the  Iz-aal:  ualton  Lea.-pio  of  Am.erica, 
and  conferi’ed  rith  spci'tsmen,  conservationists,  and  others  relative  to 
migratory- "bird  conlitions.  Because  of  the  severe  cold  u'oather  at  the 
time  he  v.as  on  the  Illinois  River,  the  usual  abundance  of  ducks  \7as  not 
present,  but  nherever  there  ;vas  sufficieni;  water  large  flecks  of  mallards 
were  observed. 

Reports  from  Federal  game  v/ardens  on  the  Potomo-C  River  indicate 
that  mallards  were  pairing  eff  along  the  river  and  its  tributaries  as 
early  as  January  27  this  .}war. 

Federal  Vtf'arden  3.  E,  Smith  reported,  on  Janiiary  12,  th^t  there 
were  thousands  of  eider  ducks  i.n  Maine.  Mr.  Smith  stated  that  there 
was  a  very  heavy  flight  this  vear  and  appa.rently  a  marked  increase  in 
the  species. 

Mrs.  Burnetta  S.  Muth  was  temporarily  appointed  as  iictating- 
machine  transcriber  in  this  division  effective  February  I5, 

The  proprietor  of  a  restaurant  in  Galveston,  Tex.,  v/as  rrr. t5r:'> d 
in  the  Federal  court  for  the  southern,  district  of  Texas  on  January  14, 

1920,  charged  with  selling  wild  ducks  in  his  plcice  of  business  in  Eccember, 
1925,  in  violation  of  the  Migratory- Bird  Treaty  Act  Regulations.  The 
accused  entered  a  nlea  of  guilty  and  a  fine  of  $100  was  assessed  by  Judge 
Hutcheson,  who  admonished  the  offender  for  violating  the  Federal  game  law 
and  indicated  that  more  severe  'penalties  would  be  imposed  in  the  future  if 
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iriTractions  of  this  character  continued  within  his  district.  The  evidence 
in  the  case  Vvas  obbained  by  Federal  Game  v7ardens  Riddick  and  Hamp3 . 

A  hearing  by  the  Ccmaiituee  on  Agriculture'  of  the  Esuse  of  Eex:- 
re.sentatives  on  , the  Migratory-Bird  Refuge  and  Marsh  land  Bill  (BRR.  7*-'-T9) 
on  February  I5  was  attended  by  coMserdationists  and  sportsmen  from -various 
parts  of  the  country.  The  bill  was  favorahl'y  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
February  24.  Under  tie  ternis  of  this  till  persons  hunting  migratory  birds 
•will  be  re-quired  to  take  out  Federal  hunting  licenses  at  a  cost  of  $1  per 
arjium,  the  .revenue  to  be 'appropriated  by  Congress  from  time  to  time  for 
(1)  the  purchase  or  rental'' of  af'eaff  or- use  as  migratory- bird  refuges  or 
p-ablic  shooting  grounds  and-the'  for  Administration,  maintenance,  a.ni  de¬ 
velopment  of  such  refu^s  and  gro’nnds;  and  (2)  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
Migratory-Bird  Refuge  and  "Marsh  Band 'Chnse  rvatioh  Act  and  the  Migratory- 
Bird  Treaty  and  lace y  Acts,'  inn ludi-ng -inve stigations  for  reducjng  the 
losses  of  migratory  birds'*fror&  alfeli -poi soning,  '  oil  pollution,  and  other 
causes.  The  bill  has  the  approval  of  tie  Department  of  Agriculture,  and 
no  witnesses  appeared  in  opposition  to  it.  Vvitnesses  appea-ri-.ig  for  the 
bill  included  the  following:  Dr.  T.  Gilbert  Poarson,  president  of  the 
■iTationa.l  Associalbion  of  Audubon  Societies,  iTew  York  City;  John  B.  Buriiham, 
■president  of  the  American  Game  Protective  Association,  'Row  York  City: 
Williem  C.  Adam.s ,  director  of  the  Massachusetts  Dirision  of  Fisheries  and 
Game;  David  H.  liadsen,  State  Fish  and  Game  Corauissioner  of  Utah;  Carlos 
Averx'-,  vice  president  of -dhe' American  Game  Protective  Association;  George 
Bird  Grinnell,  president  of  the  BO'Cne  and  Cpcctett  Club  and  also  represent¬ 
ing  the  Rev/  York  State  Game  and  Forrest  League;  Marsh^all  McLean,  of  Rew 
York  Cits'-,  representing  the  Camp  Fire  Club  of  America;  Ray  Holland,  editor 
of  Field  and  Stream;  Dr.  .Will:. am R,:  Moore,  representing  the  Pennsylv.ania 
Che.p.ter  of  the  Isaak  Walton  League  of  America  and  also  representing  George 
J,  3e lower,  a  member  of  the  committee  of  f-R'-e  sponsoring  the  bill  and 
appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  Jcaak  'felton  League  of  America; 
and  Judge  lee  -Miles,  .clalTman  of  the  Arkansas  Gam.e  and  Fish  Commdssion, 
:Little  Rock.  Talbott  Denmead,  acting  chie.f  Un’i ted  .State s  gamie  -liyarden, 
appeared  before  the  co;-nm.ittee  as  a  rex^re tentative  of  the  Department.  A  ’ 
..-companion  .bill  to  PR R^  7^79  (Migra.tcry  PiT’d  Fefuge  and  Marsh  land  Cc:.- 
servat ion  .Bill)  introduced  by  Senator  "Erookha,rt ,  (S.2607)  was  favorably 
reported  by  the  .Senate  Co-mmittoe  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  under  date 
of  fFebruary  I7. 
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Case s  Terminated  -  Reports  Received  during  J'anUar.y 


Warden 


Cases  State  Violation 


Eine 


Britton 

Hampe*,  Riddick 
Pacetti,  McCarley* 

II  It 

Perry 

n 

Perry,  Dickerson** 


II  n 

II  u 

n  It 

Steele 


It 


T/lHiitehead 


4 

New  Mexico 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$25  each 

1 

Texas 

Selling  ducks 

$100 

1 

Florida 

Killing  ducks  after  sunset 

$19 

2 

11 

Killing  ducks  after  sunset 

$15  each 

1 

Mississippi 

Possessing  wood  ducks;  offering  to 
sell  ducks 

$50 

1 

11 

Possessing  wood  ducks  and  hunting 
ducks  after  sunset 

$50 

1 

Tennessee 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$1  and 
costs  O' 

$28.34 

2 

II 

Shooting  nighthawks 

$10  each 

1 

It 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$20 

1 

11 

Killing  wood  ducks 

$20 

2 

Iowa 

Possessing  wood  ducks 

$5  each 
and  cos 
of  $20.' 
each 

1 

II 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$5  and 
costs  0; 

$26.90 

4 

Georgia 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$15  each 

Warden 

Barnes*,  Capps* 
Barme  ier 
Bloxsom 

Bloxsora  ,  Watson** 

11  It 

Britton 

Cre  ight  on* ,  Pingle y 
Farnham,  Schrader**, 
and  Merrifield** 
Fleming*,  Randall** 
Porhes 
Hampe* 

II 

11 

II 

Hampe*,  Riddick 


Cases  Reported  for  Prosecution 
Cases  State  Violation 


2 


5 

1 

3 


2 


4 


Virginia 

Missouri 

Maryland 

It 

It 

New  Ifexico 


Killing  grehes 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Shooting  at  swans  and  hunting 
ducks  after  sunset 
Hunting  ducks  during  close 
season 


1  Virginia  Hunting  ducks  from  a  motorboat 

2  New  York  Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Indiana 
No. Carolina 
Texas 

II 

n 

ti 

II 


Killing  a  grebe  > 

Posse 3 Bing  swans'- 
Killing  killdeer  and  robins 
Possessing  robins 
Possessing  killdeer 
Possessing  robins  and  selling 
ducks 

'Selling  ducks 
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:  Jankot7Ski* 

1 

Illinois 

Killing  a  bittern 

V  Jones* 

1 

Virginia 

Killing  a  woodpecker 

Kelsey 

5 

South  Dakota 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

langdon**,  McGill** 

3 

Pennsylvania 

Possessing  wood  ducks 

Me  s  te  1* 

2 

Illinois 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Mrovka* 

6 

n 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

i  Pacetti,  McCarley* 

3 

Florida 

Killing  ducks  after  sunset 

n  II 

6 

It 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Perry 

1 

Mississippi 

Killing  ducks  from  a  motorboat 

Pingley,  Creighton* 

3 

Maryland 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Ransom 

1 

Montana 

Possessing  a  swan 

Schulze* 

1 

Illinoisa 

Possessing  a  killdeer  and  a  grebe 

Shaver 

X 

Minnesota 

Killing  a  meadowlark 

>  Shaver,  Davidson** 

1 

(1 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

i  Shaver,  Gervais** 

1 

II 

Possessing  wood  ducks 

II  n 

1 

IS 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Shaver,  Martin** 

3 

IS 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Shaver,  Stukle** 

2 

II 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Steele 

2 

Iowa 

Hunting  coots  after  sunset 

II 

1 

It 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Steele,  Hough** 

2 

It 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Stevens*,  Bloxsom 

1 

Virginia 

Selling  ducks 

Stukel**,  Hall** 

2 

Minne  sota 

Hunting  ducks  after  s^unset 

Igonkin 

1 

California 

Possessing  a  wood  duck 

n 

1 

It 

Possessing  killdeer 

n 

1 

It 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

U.  3.  Deputy  Game  Warden 
Deputy  State  Game  Warden 


# 


# 
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GENEflAL  NOTES 


Doctor  Nelson,  ?/ho  is  still  on  his  tour  in  the  South,  I'^as  one  of  the 
leaders  of  a  discussion  on  '*Eird  Study  in  "chs  Schools”  s-t  a  meeting  of  Flor¬ 
ida  teachers  held  in  conrection  ^nith  the  26th  annual  convention  of  the  Flor¬ 
ida  Auduhon  Societj^  at  Rollins  College,  Winter  Park,  Fla..  ,  March  5  6. 


Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher's  70th  hirthday,  Sunday,  March  21,  nras  celebrated 
by  a  gathering  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  at  Pluinmers  Island,  Md.  ,  the 
home  of  the  Yuashington  Biologists'  Field  Club.  Trenty-f our  persons  were 
present,  including  a  number  from  the  Biological  Survey,  the  National  Mus¬ 
eum,  and  other  scientific  branches  of  the  Government,  chiefly  members  of 
the  Washington  Biologists'  Field  Club  and  the  Biological  society  of  Wash¬ 
ington.  Cut-of-tomi  guests  were  Dr.  Witmer  Stone  and  Fletcher  Street,  both 
of  Philadelphia,  and  Dr.  George  Bird  Grinnell,  of  Nevr  York  City.  Copies  of 
a  bibliography  of  Doctor  Fisher’s  published  papers,  comprised  of  I50  titles 
and  prepared  by  Dr.  T.  S.  Palmer  a.nd  W.  L.  McAtee  and  printed  for  the  oc¬ 
casion  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Biological  Society  of  Washington,  were 
distributed  and  congratulatory  addresses  imde.  In  further  commemoration  of 
the  day  an  informal  reception  v-as  given  Doctor  Fisher  at  the  Cosmos  Club 
in  the  evenina.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  among  those  present  at  the 
reception  were  all  the  original  members  of  the  BiclogicaT  Survey  at  the 
tire  of  its  organiza.tion  in 

The  occasion  at  Plummers  Island  was  made  a  joint  celebration  of  the 
birthda.ys  of  Doctor  Fisher  and  of  Henry  W.  Henshaw,  chief  of  the  Biological 
Survey  from  I9IO  to  I5I6.  Mr.  Henshaw's  7Sth  birthday  occurred  on  March  3» 
and  at  the  celebration  a  list  of  his  published  papers,  compiled  by  Dr.  H. 

C.  Oberholser,  vas  read. 


Wm.  H.  Cheesman,  editor  of  the  Biological  Survey,  lectured  before 
the  class  in  Bulletin  Writing  in  tte  Gra,duate  School  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  on  Dh-rch  23  on  "Standards  of  GramiDatical  Technique."  This  T^as 
one  of  a  series  of  lectures  being  given  by  editors  of  the  Department  in  a 
course,  on  the  technique  and  fundamentals  of  siting. 


Sympathy  is  extended  to  Dr.  Alexander  Wetmore,  assistant  secretary  of 
the  Smithsonian  luStitut ion,  by  his  former  associates  in  this  Bureau  in  the 
death  of  his  father,  irdiich  occurred  at  his  home  in  Tacoma  Park,  Md.  ,  on 
March  I3. 

The  following  publications  of  the  Bureau  were  issued  in  March: 

"Bats  in  Relation  to  the  Production  of  Guano  and  the  Destruction  of  Insects," 
by  Edwa.rd  W.  Nelson.  Department  Bulletin  No.  1393-  Issued  March  24. 

"Our  Migratory  Wild  Fowl  a.nd  Present  Conditions  Affecting  Their  Abundance,"  by 
Edward  W.  Nelson,  Special  Dial ri graphed  Report,  BSR-1.  Issued  ivlarch  26. 
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Manuscripts  have  tren  sutmitted  for  outside  puhlication  as  follows. 

Ashtrook,  Trank  G.  "Annual  Catch  of  Raccoon  Skins  Recreasirjg.  "  _ 

Couch,  Leo  K.  "List  of  Snail  Mammals  from  the  Lower  Pu-^et  Sound  Region. 
Jackson,  Hartley  H,  T,  "Catching  Bats  with  Gill-nets." 

Lincoln,  Frederick  C.  "The  Migration  of  the  Cackling  Goose." 

McAtee,  w.  L.  "Bird  Distritutors  of  Mistletoe  in  Europe"  and  "Birds  of  the 
■  Golf  Course:  The  Eilldeer." 

Oderkirk,  Galen  C.  "Gassing  Groundhogs  Is  Successful." 

Silver,  James.  "Eat  Control  and  the  V/oman  in  the  Home," 

Taylor,  '.Valter  P.  "The  Mouse  Tha.t  Has  Apartments  in  the  Trees." 


BIO  LC'GICAL  lin^S  TI  GaTIOHS 

A.  H.  Howell  left  Washington  on  hferch  23  to  continue  the  field 
investigations  Begun  By  himi  in  Florida  eight  years  ago.  His  first  work 
will  Be  in  the  vicinity  of  Cp.pe  SaBle  in  cooperation  v/ith  John  B.  Semple, 
of  Coconut  Grove,  Fla.,  where  he  v;ill  maize  an  examination  of  the  extensive 
rookeries  of  herons,  iBises,  and  rosea.te  spoonoills,  end  make  studies  of 
the  rails,  Florida  ducks,  and  other  Birds  in  that  region,  including  the 
rare  Cape  SaBle  seaside  sparrow,  discovered  By  hiim  in  I9I8.  The  major 
portion  of  the  trip  will  consist  of  an  exploration  of  the  Gulf  coast  region 
from  Pensacola  eastward  to  Cedar  Keys,  and  will  Be  made  in  a  launch,  per- 
miitting  a  detailed  examina.tion  of  the  various  islands.  Bays,  and  rivers  of 
tBat  coast,  including  several  islands  that  are  Being  aBandoned  By  the  War 
and  Navy  Bepartmants  and  may  prove  available  for  Bird  reservations,  Wallace 
B.  Grange,  of  Wisconsin,  who  has  received  a  temporary  appointment  as  a  field 
assistant,  will  accompany  Mr,  Howell. 

Letters  received  from  S.  A.  Goldman,  who  is  investigating  the 
condition  of  migratory  wild  fowl  in  central  and  northern  Mexico,  report 
that  white -fronted  and  snow  geese,  with  several  species  of  ducks,  have 
Been  wintering  there  in  consideraBle  numbers,  'cut  that  many  of  them  ha.ve 
already  left  on  their  wray  north.  Changed  conditions  there,  as  elsewhere, 
have  thair  influence  on  the  abundance  of  game  Birds,  though.it  is  still 
a  wonderful  country  for  game  of  certain  kinds,  Ife  finds  it  interesting  to 
compare  conditions  existing  there  on  his  visit  about  ]P  years  ago  with 
those  at  the  present  day. 

Since  the  last  issue  of  THE  SURVEY  Dr.  H.  C.  OBerholser  has  made 
six  trips  dov.n  the  Potomac  to  observe  the  T/interin.g  wild  fowl.  Consider¬ 
able  fluctuation  in  the  numbers  of  Bii-ds  was  noted,  the  greatest  number  ^ 

Being  seen  on  March  I7,  when  it  vas  estimated  that  nearly  138,000  ducks  of 
12  species  were  on  the  river  Between  Washington  and  Widewater,  Va. ,  m.ostly 
greater  and  lesser  scaups,  canvas  Backs,  and  Black  ducks.  Some  whistling 
swans,  Canada  geese,  and  ruddy  ducks  also  were  seen.  On  FeBi’uary  26,  chiefly 
on  account  of  high  winds,  it  was  estimated  that  tbere  v;ere  only  about 
30,000  ducks,  mostly  canvasBacks,  Bu'C  on  March  8  tbe  ducks  TOre  more  abundant, 
more  than  95*000  Being  seen.  Doctor  OBerholser  reports  that  on  the  trip 
made  on  March  I9 ,  Between  Washington  and  Craney  Island,  nine  species  of 
ducks  were  seen,  totaling  about  113,000  Birds,  of  which  approximately  1(0,000 
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•were  observed  be  tureen  Uashingtor.  and  Alexandria.  Subsequently  the 
canvasback  and  black  ducks  began  to  decrease,  so  that  o.i  the  last  trip, 
on  March  30»  the  botal  number  seen  was  about  60,0C0,  chiefly  greater 
scaups. 

Theo.  H.  Scheffer,  stationed  at  Puyallup,  Wash.,  has  been  T/orking 
during  the  month  on  a  new  project  —  a  study  of  the  relations  of  moles 
to  the  small-  rodents  that  liabitually  frequent  the  ir  rum^ays  and  the  re¬ 
lation  of  the  latter  to  the  growing  of  root  crops  and  bulbs. 

Dr.  \i,  P,  Taylor,  stationed  at  Tucson,  Ariz.  ,  has  submitted  a 
miemorandum  covering  the  work  of  the  Biological  Survey,  existing  and 
prospective,  in  the  southwestern  United  States.  The  resoui’ces  of  the 
th-ree  extreme  southwestern  States,  with  special  emiphasis  on  the  wild 
life,  are  summarized  and  indica.tions  given  of  lines  of  study  of  their 
interrelationships  that  should  be  carried  on.  He  points  out  the  need 
of  careful  planning  in  the  conduct  of  these  studies,  with  full  realiza¬ 
tion  of  the  fact  that  som.e  are  short-tim.e  and  some  long-tim.e  projects. 

A  patent  (iTo.  I57o707)  been  granted  on  a  beaver  trap  invent¬ 
ed  by  Vernon  Bailey  for  capturing  beavers  alive  for  propagation.  The 
patent  dedicates  this  new  and  useful  improvement  in  animal  traps  to  the 
use  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  allows  its  manufacture  by 
anyone  for  private  or  commercia.l  purposes. 


AIASEA  IHVESTIUATIOHS 

The  second  annual  m.eeting  of  the  Alaska  G-amie  Cormr-issicn  was  held 
at  Juneau  from  February  3  to  February  24  with  all  five  members  present, 
necessary  action  was  taten  in  certain  administrative  matters  and  estimiates 
prepared  of  funds  for  the  fiscal  year  I923.  The  Commission  ha.s  aiso  pre¬ 
pared  a  summary  of  reports  received  at  the  Juneaii  office  of  cases  arising 
under  the  Alasi^a  game  la.w  from  August  10,  19 23.  to  January  3I,  I92S.  The 
report  shows  a  total  of  34  cases,  in  which  there  were  37  defendants.  Pleas 
of  guilty  or  convictions  were  obtaiied  in  jl  of  the  34  cases.  One  of  the 
cases  on  which  the  jury  disagreed  ha.s  since  been  re-tried  and  a  convictio,., 
made.  The  fines  total  m.ore  than  $1,480,  of  which  $1,380  was  to  be  paid  or 
Served  out  and  $103*  &  was  suspended.  Imprisonments  tota.l  750  ‘■^■£'‘■75,  of 
whicli  3^0  days  is  to  be  served  and  390  days  was  suspended.  The  costs  total 
more  than  $170.  The  forfeitures  include,  numerous  fur- bearing  animal  pelts, 
game  animals,  game  birds,  trophies,  shotguns,  rifles,  and  revolvers. 

Mr.  Bancroft  returned  to  the  office  on  ivfe,rch  27,  after  undergoing 
several  weeks’  treatment  at  tie  7a  Iter  Reed  Hospital. 

Ernest  P,  R'alker,  executive  officer  and  fiscal  sgent  of  the  Alaska 
Game  ComTiission,  arrived  in  ITashington  frora  Juneau,  Alaska.,  on  Ivhrch  9  , 
bringing  with  him  the  reccmraendations  of  the  Commission  for  changes  in  the 
Alaska,  game  law'  and  estimates  of  funds  for  IP 2c.  Du.ring  his  sta.y  in  Wash¬ 
ington  various  administrative  and  fiscal  problems  are  being,  taken  up  and 
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certain  printing  in  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Alaska  game 
law  is  oeing  arranged  for.  On  the  evening,  of  March  27  Mr.  Walker  spoke 
"before  the  Hiological  Society  of  Washington  on  "The  Wild  Life  of  Alaska 
and  Its  Preservation,"  his  talk  "being  illustrated  v/ith  lantern  slides. 

The  construction  of  the  new  GS-foot  vessel  "being  "built  for  the 
Alaska  Game  Commission  at  Sea.ttle  ,  Wash.,  is  progressing.  The  hull  is 
of  the  North  Pacific  halibut  model  and  will  be  equipped  with  a  135-korse- 
power  Diesel  engine.  The  boat  was  launcied  on  March  24, and  it  is  expect¬ 
ed  that  it  will  be  ready  to  leave  Seattle  for  Alaska  about  June  1. 


eCOhOMiC  iN i'iGAT  iONS 

John  W.  Crook,  assistant  in  predatory-animal  control  in  Colorado, 
spent  much  time  during  Efebruary  in  lion  work  and  covered  all  the  locality 
surrounding  the  San  Lu.is  "Valley.  In  practically  all  the  old  lion  haunts 
he  noted  that  deer  v,ere  well  bunched  in  their  vdnter  quarters,  v/ith  con¬ 
siderable  increa.se  in  their  numbers  over  pa.st  j'ears.  Cn  the  Sangre  de 
Christo  range  near  Sand  and  Pear  Creeks  he  rencrted  miountain  sheep  ranging 
extremely  low  and  in  almost  double  the  num'oers  noted  three  years  ago. 

An  outstanding  cooperative  feature  in  CXolorado  during  February  was 
the  forration  of  the  Eastern  Slope  Wool  Growers*  Association,  a  new  organ¬ 
ization  of  sheep  permittees  v/ho  s\immer-range  on  the  Colorado  National 
Forest,  This  organization  passed  a  resolution  on  February  27  commending 
the  work  of  ^he  Biological  Survey,  and  for  maintaining  a  hunter  assessed 
peiTTiittees  23  cents  a  head  on  each  animal  grazed.  This  makes  a  total  of 
nine  national  forests  in  Colorado  where  sheep  permittees  have  adopted 
cooperative  m.easures  for  combating  predatory  anirials. 

A  stockman  of  Liv’-emore,  Colo.,  reported  on  February  24  that  he 
had  taken  I7  coyotes  and  1  bobcat  as  a  result  of  predatory-animal  poison 
received  from  our  Denver  laboratory,  and  of  demonstrations  of  the  methods 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  various  kinds  of  baits  that  Biological  Survey 
hunters  commonly  use. 

G.M.Trickel,  assistant  in  predatory-animal  control  in  Colorado, 
reports  that  while  hunting  mountain  lions  he  found  the  remains  of  a  lOG- 
pound  yearling  deer  killed  by  a  bobcat.  Froin  indications  in  tie  snow  the 
bobcat  had  caught  the  deer  and  floundered  ivith  it  fcr  about  50  feet  before 
getting  it  dov/n. 

Ott  Daniels,  working  in  Nevada,  devoted  his  time  d\iring  the  past 
v/inter  to  the  eradication  of  bobcats  t'nat  have  been  destructive  to  sheep 
in  the  Potts  district-.  In  January  he  took  26  bobcats  and  in  February  22 
and  1  large  female  lion. 
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In  Grant  County,  Oreg. ,  during  Yehxuary,  Hunter  Edgar  Hatkins  spent 
some  time  running  dovni  cougars,  which  have  been  exceptionally  active  in 
killing  mule  deer  in  the  Murderer  Creek  section.  On  Fehruary  23  he  found 
the  we  11- snowed- in  tracks  of  three  of  these  animals.  He  followed  them 
all  that  day  and  part  of  the  next  until  he  found  the  hig  cats  eating  a 
freshly  killed  mule  deer.  After  some  fast  ’-‘ork  by  the  dogs  and  lions 
'watkins  shot  all  three  cougars,  and  thus  ended  depredations  on  deer  in 
that  section. 

Hunters'  reports  of  the  stomach  contents  of  predatory  animals 
caught  during  February  in  South  Dakota  showed  tha.t  l4  coyotes  and  3  wild 
dogs  m.ade  their  last  meal  on  game  birds  or  poultry.  Deer  killing  by 
coyotes,  reported  from  the  northern  part  of  the  Roosevelt  Game  Preserve, 
ended  after  two  w/ild  dogs  were  taken  in  that  locality. 

George  E.  Eolma.n,  leader  in  predatory-animad  control  in  Utah,  re¬ 
ceived  a  telephone  call  on  February  I3  from  the  supervisor  of  ‘che  Manti 
Forest  advising  that  fresh  mountain-lion  tracks  had  been  seen  in  the  foot¬ 
hills  nca.r  Ephraim  and  aslnng  t:iat  dogs  be  sent  to  get  this  animal.  B. B. 
Turner,  assistant  in  predatory-a^nima  1  control,  wexit  with  dogs  and  started 
hunting  on  the  17th„  In  the  meantime  12  to  IS  inches  of  Bnov  fell,  making 
the  tracking  very  difficult,  but  the  dcgs  worked  out  the  trail  and  treed 
the  lion  in  Manti  Canyon  on  the  morning  of  Ihbruary  I9.  The  animal  vra.s 
an  adult  male  and  made  a  fine  spec?-men. 

A  spectacular  start  for  this  spring's  rat-extermination  campaign 
was  made  by  ti-s  Johnson  County  Farm  Bureau  in  Kansas  during  the  la.st  week 
of  Febiuiary  for  each  township.  The  cyanide-dust  method  was  demonstrated, 
and  trapping  and  poisoning  methods  were  described  and  recommended,  giving 
farmers  three  principal  methods  of  attack —  trapping, poisoning,  and  gassing. 
In  one  notew/orthy  case  ,  after  a  load  of  corncobs  stored  in  a  granary  bin 
had  been  pumped  full  of  cyanide  dust  and  the  cohs  shoveled  over,  4o  dead 
rats  were  found.  Many  moi'e  were  undoubtedly  gassed  under  the  floor'  of  the 
granary. 


People  in  the  vicinity  of  Arlee ,  Mont.,  are  enthusiastic  over  a 
ground-squirrel  campaign.  "Gopher  dances"  are  given,  the  money  collected 
from  them  going  into  a  fund  to  supply  poisoned  grain  for  vacant  lands  that 
can  not  be  otherwise  taken  care  of.  Indications,  are  that  this  poisoning 
campaign  wull  be  one  of  the  hest  ever  carried  on  in  Montana. 

On  receiving  a  report  from  an  automobile  assembling  company  in  Oregon 
that  rats  -were  doing  damage  to  tie  fenders  of  new  automobiles  in  stock,  Ira 
H.  Gabrielson,  leader  in  T'odent  control  in  rhe  Stats,  investigated  and  found 
the  place  infested  -with  black  rats.  The  fenders  damaged  were  covered  with 
a  heavy  v/rapping  paper  pasted  to  them,  presumably  with  a  starch  paste,  the 
edible  qualities  of  which  had  been  discovered  by  the  rats.  In  gnawing  it 
the  rats  had  scarred  the  fenders  so  that  they  had  to  be  re-enameled.  -Poison 
was  placed  and  numbers  of  dead  rats  found. 


THE  SUH-\/EY 


-  6  - 


Iferch,  1926 


R.  Scott  Zinmerman,  leader  in  rodent  control  in  Utah,  visited 
Milford  and  Heaver  Counties  at  the  close  of  Tfehruary  to  cooperate  with 
the  farmers  and  the  co'unty  agent  in  that  section  in  destroying  ground 
squirrels,  which  were  then  appearing  in  many  of  the  counties.  In  Heaver 
County  the  animals  were  out  in  full  force,  prohahly  lecause  of  suspended 
operations  against  them  last  year. 

James  Silver  and  U.  C.Cderkirk,  of  the  eastern  rodent  district, 
on  Ivlarch  £0  met  a  group  of  division  engineers  and  superintendents  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  8,nd  officials  of  Perdue  University  to  discuss  rodent- 
control  problems  affecting  railroads.  Active  cooperation  by  the  railroad 
was  promised  in  cleaning  up  groundhogs  along  its  right-of-way,  a.nd  plans 
for  handling  rat  problem.s  in  a  practical  and  syste'oatic  manner  were  fully 
discussed.  It  is  expected  thiat  the  active  cooperation  will  stimulate 
groundhog  clean-up  canpaigns  in  farming  communities. 

Mr.  Silver,  in  company  with  the  city  commissiorer  of  Eetroit,  Mich., 
and  the  sanitary  engineer  of  thiat  city  mad.e  an  inspection  of  conditions  in 
Detroit  favoring  rat  control,  with  a  view  to  mailing  recommendations  re¬ 
garding  a  pronosed  ant  i- rat  ordinance. 

ifr.  Oderkirk  had  been  engaged  since  the  first  of  the  jear  in  rat- 
control  demonstrations  on  farms  in  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  This  work  has 
proved  popular  in  spite  of  adverse  weather  conditions  during  the  winter. 


POOD  HABITS  RESEARCH 

Mr.  McAtee  imde  an  inspection  of  Currituck  Sound,  H.  C.  ,  in  JaJn^la.ry 
to  learn  something  about  the  failure  there  of  the  food  su.pply  for  wild  fowl. 
Serious  damage  by  salt  water  from  the  Chesapeake  and  Albemarle  Canal  was 
evident.  On  Miarch  3  attended  a  hearing  at  lAinden,  Va.  ,  at  v/hich  res¬ 
idents  of  the  region  and  others  were  given  an  opportunity  to  express  their 
views  as  to  the  salt-water  damage. 

E.  R.  Kalrabach  is  now  in  Louisiana,  where  'ne  plans  ’hj  field  v/ork  in 
March  and  April  to  round  out  the  investigations  he  carried  on  for  five 
months  last  year  on  thB  relation  of  blackbirds  to  the  rice  crop. 

Mr.  McAtee  has  begun  a  cooperative  attempt  to  increase  the  bird 
population  in  a  chestnut  orchard  maintained  by  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
at  the  experimental  farm,  at  Bell  Station,  Glenn  Dale,  Md.  Nest  boxes,  bird 
baths,  and  other  bird-attracting  devices  will  be  used  to  increase  the  nat¬ 
ural  enemies  of  nut  weevils,  which  are  jeopardising  the  success  of  the 
attempts  being  made  to  produce  strains  of  chestnut  resistant  to  bli-^it. 

In  order  to  obtain  freer  access  to  the  northern  part  of  the  area 
covered  by  the  cooperative  quail  investigation,  CHeJ^les  0.  Handley  has 
moved  from  Eeachton,  Grady  County,  Ga.  ,  to  Thonasville,  Ga.  ,  his  mail  ad¬ 
dress  being  3O8  North  Broad  Street.  H.  L.  Stoddard,  in  charge  of  the 
field  work,  remains  at  Eeachton,  Ga.  ,  the  official  headquarters  of  the 
inve  stigation. 
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Remington  Kellogg  hroadcast  an  address  on  ‘’Toads*’  from  Statiin  IRC, 
Washington,  D.  C.  ,  on  Saturday,  April  3.  under  the  auspices  of  the  Smith¬ 
sonian  Institution. 


fUR  BSSOaRCES 

Representatives  of  the  American  National  Pox  Breeders’  Association 
visited  the  Bureau  on  March  4  and  5  to  consider  problems  confronting  fox 
"breeders  and  to  discuss  methods  of  study  of  diseases  of  foxes. 

Mr.  AskTorook  spent  a,  few  days  during  the  v^ek  of  March  21.'  in 
Atlantic  City,  11,  J,  ,  oii  anrnual  leave.  He  has  recently  "been  ararded  one 
of  the  $25  weekly  prizes  of  the  itir  Age  Weekly  contest  for  ideas  helpful 
to  the  fur  tra.de.  His  suggestion  proposed  the  estahlishirent  of  an  in¬ 
stitution  for  fur  research. 

Bridgewater  Arnold,  representative  of  the  Kationa.1  Association  of 
the  Pur  Industry  cooperating  with  the  Biological  Sui'vey,  has  returned  to 
this  office  to  resume  duties  in  collecting  and  assemhling  statistics  re¬ 
lating  to  the  fur  industry.  He  is  at  present  preparing  information  to  "be 
published  in  the  new  monthly  magazine  which  will  sta.rt  in  April,  as  the 
official  organ  of.  the  Association.  ■ 

Mrs.  Grace  ivlarshall  was  appointed  typist  in  this  Division  on  March  IS 


GA^-IE  ADD  BIRD  RESER7ATI01TS 

Harold  W.  Hicks,  of  Montana,  and  Robert  M.  Rutherford,  of  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  hare  teen  appointed  junior  foresters,  and  Chalmer  Jackson,  of 
Colorado,  transitman,  in  connection  with  the  w^ork  of  establishing  the 
Upper  Mississippi  River  Wild  Life  and  Pish  Refuge. 

Mrs,  Irene  B,  Kinney,  of  Montana,  has  been  appointed  stenographer 
at  the  Rational  Bison  Range,  Mont. 

It. has  not  been  necessary  to  feed  hay  to  the  elk  coming  to  the 
Elk  Refuge,  Wyo.  ,  this  winter,  as  the  present  season  has  teen  one  of 
the  mildest  for  many  years  in  Jackson  Valley,  An  abundance  of  forage 
was  Said  to  be  in  the  swamp  on  the  Refuge  and  on  the  surrounding  foot¬ 
hills  at  the  dose  of  Pebruary,  Killdeers,  bluebirds,  robins,  and 
blackbirds  appeared  at  the  Refuge  a  month  earlier  than  usual,  and  a  flock 
of  geese  was  reported  near  headquarters. 

Unusually  warm  weather  for  the  season  bias  been  reported  at  Belle 
Pourche  Bird  Refuge,  S.  Dak.,  and  there  have  been  only  light  snows  in 
thiat  vicinity.  Mallards  returned  to  the  lake  in  great  numbers  early  in 
Pebruary,  and  later  in  the  month  a  large,  flock  of  Canada  geese  was  seen 
the  re . 

About  3,000  ducks  and  brant  were  reported  at  Dungeness  Spit  Bird 
Refuge,  Dash.,  in  Pebruary.  Vfeather  conditions  were  favorable  for  the  birds 
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Warden  L.  L.  Bryan,  of  Big  Lake  Bird  Refuge,  Arh,  ,  states  that 
the  spring  flight  of  ducks  "began  there  a'bout  March  g  and  th-at  great 
mmhers  were  corning  to  the  refuge  to  rest  at  night.  Scaups,  mallards, 
gadwalls,  and  pintails  v/ere  tlnere  in  a'bundance  and  rere  not  "being  dis- 
.  tur he  d  hy  t  re  spa  s  se  r  s . 

A  large  "bull  elk  ims  shipped  recently  frctn  Wind  Cave  Game  Pre¬ 
serve,  S.  Dak.,  to  Prospect  Park  Zoo,  Brookljvi,  H.  Y.  ,  and  also  one  elk 
from  Sullys  HUi  G-ame  Pi’e serve,  H.  Dak^ ,  to  the  city  park  at  Minot,  'J, 
Dak.  The  nnm"ber  of  antelope  at  the  Bison  Range  has  teen  ’further  reduced 
ty  the  death  of  another  one  of .  the  band.  Tie  roale  antelope  donafed  to 
Sullys  Hill  Game  Preserve  last  year  also  died  in  Pscruary.  The  death  of 
the  albino  elk  at  the  Bison  Range  has  also  been  reported^. 

The  ice,  was  kept  open  at  places  on  Sweetwa-ter  lake,  Sullys  Hill 
Game  Px’e  serve,  during  the  vanter  by  muskrats ,  which  built  three  mounds 
of  water  plcmts  on  top  of  the  ice. 

By  Ers-cutive  order  of  "a/iarch  11,  President  Coolidge  enlarged  the 
Strawberry  Valley  Bird  Reservation,  Utah.  The  original  reservation  had 
been  covered  with  water  by  the  increase  of  the  flow-line,  and  for  this 
reason  it  was  necessary  to  enlarge  the  area  in  the  refuge. 


IMFORTATIOIJS 

Shipments  of  quail  from  IVfexico  continued  steadily  during  the  month. 
Up  to  March  I3,  a  total  of  lg,707  birds  were  entered  at  Bro'OTisville ,  Tex., 
10,000  e.t  Eagle  Pass,  and  3*737;  Q-"^  Laredo.  A  s'nipment  of  IQO  quail  from 
T:‘a  Juana,  destined  for  Spesutie  Island,  Md.  ,  was  entered  at  San  Diego, 
Calif.  ,  on  March  1. 

Permits  were  issued  for  several  shipments  of  Hungarian  partridges 
from  England  and  Germany  at  the  port  of  Hew  York  during  the  month;  the 
number  of  birds  authorised  to  enter  under  these  permdtr  was  3*  ^^3* 


.  MIGRATORY- BIRD  TREATY  AlID  lACEY  ACTS 

Tlie,  Maryland  State  Game  and  Fish  Protective  Association  held  its 
annual  midwinter  banquet  at  the  Hotel  Emerson  on  the  evening  Of  February 
23.  A  number  of  members  of  the  Biological  Survey  attended,  including 
W.  C.  Henderson,  Talbott  Denmead,  "i^.  R.  .Dillon,  F.  P.  Callaghan,  Frank 
G.  Grimes,  and  T.  T.  Bloxsom.  Gov.  Albert  C.  Ritchie  spoke  on  conserva¬ 
tion,  \7ith  particular  ref eie nee  to  fish  in  the  Chesapeafe  Hay;  Mr.  Denmead, 
on  "Just  Fishing;"  and  Dr.  Alexander  Yfetraore,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
on  the  wdld  life  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
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G*3rin}©s  of*  "n*  *  • 

was  operated  on  at  tl-e  Birareencv^Hoa”’ time 
satisfactory  recovery.  “  *°  ®ay  that  he  Is  naking 

11- .  in  minutes  on  the  evening  of  afruat°'R°"“i-?  • 

■  S'-  Aix  Vi,ere  headed  north. 

Sbderal  Game  Tferden  P  f  ttt  n  • 

Manah;v,tkln  iv""?  f ^^^^rch  S.  on  the 

Waraen  .rank  Pierce,  of  Salem,  lr  .j  '’y;":*’  f!  S-  Deputy  Game 

N.'d:!  -u: ::  ::  "s;,tr% 

eacn.  These  were  still  wr-m  « t,  -wo  O-.e  eyg  and  the  others  two  e-a’S 

2,sJdr5S:^l  » tSisL 

i^SO.  LGGH  Xil  oTlP  c:^  "niir'-t-  '  *  *  --V- ’'-  -/'clb'L©  '*' H  T  T  1* 

a-npn.  ^aes..  nests  as  they  were  m-M-  4-  how  many  egas 

yells  vere  Ijdng  around.  ferderF^f’'  Pieces  and  fresh  egg 

had  prooably  been  robbed  by  crows  of  gRlL  ***'“®®  ^‘ter  neffs 

fenB  Warden  El^kweirin®?iHnois®™l'^®“®  Warden  linebaugh  and  Benutv 

ty  say  Of  Wild  ducks  were  su=eessS??v^““^''’  "9^5.  =000101^^0? 

Ill-,  on  February  19  i“  Federal  cofrt  at 

Of  5  each  and  costs,  which 

the  amoimt  of  the 

arraigned  in  tbe*  veff  ducks  on  Ifeceiater  11  iqjc;  ^  violet 

entered  a  pSa^:?g:Ju.:'d'4tira°?^“=;  ^ 

-aso  was  submitted  by  U.  s."  Deprty  G-ame  ferden  :M?;nd:"" 

A  fine  of  one  opti'F  ■I-T-■^c.  ■ 

shipment  of  ducks  ^Tip^  iniposed  in  Texas  for  thj  illpn-ai  •  + 

■P9  -,  .  uuems,  ohe  accused  h^^-jHn.-.  -Krok  t  ^  i-Liegal  interstate 

tw,^^^4-'  ^tate  court  for  hunting°unlp  prosecuted  and 

two  trips  from  Oklahoma  to  Texas  ^  compelled  to  make 

-i-n  the  matter  was  brought  up  i'  ^eo"t. considercd 

various  Stateffor™hrseTson™q24  or  licenses  issued  by  the 

reswents.  41.315  to  noSesidenL  ''-e^isSed  to 

returns,  -which  included  the  amounts  reccjha  f  ^he  total  money 

fishing  licenses,  .were  $6  hgt  jyc  ,-,  „  ^  ^  Ihe  States  for  the  sale^of 

4ymber  of  licenses  Issuhl^oi  572  I;  refd'h''^^  the  States  in  the 
yio  was  second  with  362,730  re  SI;?  2.55S  to  nonresidenS 

fork  issued  317,384  resihnt  ^‘]82  ‘"®.  nonresident.  Hew  ‘ 

States  ir  orier  warp  v-  ^  ^  3.1^2  nonresident  licenses  To-p  -o 

-ately  256,500,  and  ^^SSr^il^fth^^  ^th 

nuntiiig  xicenses. 
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E,  V.  Visart 

It  was  with  deep  regret  that  the  Bureau  learned  of  the  death  of 
U.  S.  Game  Warden  Ernest  V.  Visart,  of  Little  Reck,  Ark.,  which  occuri'ed 
on  Sat'urday,  Mrch  6,  after  a  short  illness  cf  septicemia.  Mr.  Visart 
is  survived  hj’’  his  widow  and  one  daughter.  He  h.ad  been  connected  with 
the  Bureau  since  I9I3.  first  as  an  inspector  under  the  migratory-hird 
law,  and  since  I9I8  as  Federal  game  warden.  Before  his  apo ointment  in 
the  Department  he  had  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  work  of  game  nro- 
tection  in  Arkansas  and  became  familiar  with  all  pa.rts  of  the  State  and 
with  conditions  relating  to  interstate  traffic  in  game  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley. 

Mr.  Visart’s  activity  as  Federal  game  warden  in  his  district  has  had 
a  beneficial  effect  in  bringing  a,  better  observance  of  game  laws  gemerally, 
and  he  was  sirccessful  in  enforcing  the  law  relating  to  interstate  commerce 
in. game  and  in  breaking  up  illegal  traffic.  He  '■’■•as  actively  interested  in 
the  preparation  and  passage  of  game  protective  laws  in  the  State,  and  his 
early  work  had  much  to  do  v/ith  the  e  staiblishment  of  the  Arloansas  Game  and 
Fish  Commission, 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Mr.  Visart ’s  home  in  Little  Rock  on 
Monday,  March  2.  The  members  of  the  Bureau  extend  their  sii.cere  sympathy 
to  Mrs.  Visart  and  her  daughter  in  their  bereavement. 

The  following  editorial  is  quoted  from  the  Aricansas  Democrat  (Little 
Rock)  of  March  3: 

^'Arkansas  sportsmen  have  lost  a  valuable  friend  in  the  death  of 
E.  V.  Visart,  federal  game  commissioner,  who  died  Saturday  night  at  his 
home  here.  To  him  is  due  much  of  the  credit  for  the  better  protection 
of  game  in  this  State  and  for  the  aroused  interest  in  the  conservation 
of  wild  life  in  Ai'l^nsas. 

"Vlien  Mr.  Visart  came  to  Little  Rock  in  I90S  he  became  interested 
in  game  preservation  and  that  interest  increased  each  year  despite  many 
discouraging  experiences  of  which  Mr,  Visart  and  his  close  friends  knew. 

But  he  won  his  long  fight  and  when  the  national  game  protective  law  was 
enacted  by  congress  he  was  clothed,  with  authority  to  call  upon  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  aid  him,  in  saving  our  wild  life. 

'^A  man  of  both  physical  an.i  moral  coui'age  ,  Mr.  Visart  eventually 
won  the  sportsmen  of  tie  State,  who,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  were  among 
his  most  ardent  suppoi  ters.  The  farmers  learned  the  value  of  the  birds 
partly  through  his  teaching  and  ’rere  joining  with  him  in  their  protection. 
As  the  organizer  of  the  local  Audubon  Society  he  was  instrumental  in  having 
the  study  of  bird  life  introduced  in  the  schools. 

”Mr,  Visart  will  be  missed  by  thousands  of  Arkansans  who  knew  him 
and  his  w^orks  —  and  if  the  ’birds  and  the  beasts  of  the  forests’  can 
experience  thei  emot  ion,  they  too  will  miss  him  as  tbeir  best  friend.” 
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Causes 

Terminated 

-  -  Reports  Received  During  Fehruary 

Warden 

■  Cases 

State 

Violation 

Pine  . 

Harris* 

2 

Arkansas 

Hilling  ducks  in  close  season 

^25  each 

Holland* 

1 

Louisiana 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$10 

i: 

1 

n 

Killing  cranes 

$25 

n 

1  ^ 

ti 

Selling  two  ducks 

$100 

li 

1 

n 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

$10 

II 

1 

1! 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$25 

n 

1 

n 

Killing  nongarae  hirds 

$10 

Line ha  ugh,  Black- 
well* 

3 

Illinois 

Selling  ducks 

$25  each  and 

n  M 

1 

II 

Selling  ducks 

costs  of 
$27.35  each 
$25  and  costs 

n  R 

1 

n 

Selling  ducks 

of  $3^.97 

$25  and  costs 

Riddick,  Hampe* 

2 

Texe.3 

Possessing  doves  in  close  season 

of  $30 

1  hour  each 

Riddick,  Smothers* 

2 

11 

Possessing  sandpipers 

in  custody 
of  marshal 
$10  each 

Riddick, 

1 

11 

Illegal  interstate  shipment  of 

One  cent 

vllhitehead,  Harrell 

*=)=  ir 

Georgia^ 

ducks 

Killing  doves  in  dose  season 

$20  each 

Yanch* 

1 

Texas 

Killing  sandpipers 

1  day  in 

custody  of 
marshal 


Cases  Reported  for  Prosecution 


'Warden 

Cases 

state 

Violation 

Barmeier 

1 

Missouri 

Killing  a  heron 

Barmeier,  Spellm.an** 

1 

V. 

Killing  ducks  in  close  sea  sc 

Birsch,  Jones* 

1 

north  Carolina 

Selling  ducks 

Blackviiell* 

2 

Illinois 

Selling  ducks 

Bloxsom,  Oliphant* 

2 

Virginia 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

3^  ox  s  om ,  'W e  em  s  *  * 

1 

Maryland 

Possessing  sand.pxpers 

nloxsoni,  Stevens**, 
Bonni’^ell** 

2 

Virginia. 

Possessing  trapped  aucks 

Creech*,  Riedinger* 

1 

Missouri 

Killing  insectivorous  "birds 

Fleming*  Randall** 

3 

Indiana 

Hunting  ducks  alter  sunset  ; 
from  a  motorhoat 

Harris* 

2 

Arkansas 

Killing  ducks  in  close  seas' 

Hampe* 

1 

Texas 

Killing  a  grehe 

t1 

12 

n 

Possessing  killdeers 

Holland* 

1 

Louisiana 

Selling  ducks 
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Holland* 

1 

Louisiana 

Killing  gloves  in  close  season 

11 

1 

11 

Killing  cranes 

11 

c. 

n 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

ii 

1 

Killing  nongame  oirds 

Kelsey 

c. 

South  Dakota 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

i: 

1  - 

11 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 

.  ^ 

close  season 

Pacetti 

1 

P  lord  da 

Trapping  rooins 

11 

2 

II 

Killing  coots  in  close  season 

t  ' 

Riddick,  Hampe* 

.  1 

'Te::as 

Possessing  insectivorous  birds 

Roahen 

r 

0 

Illinois 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 

close  season 

Roahen , , Hahn** 

O 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 

dose  season 

Roahen ,  Scho Her* 

•4 

a 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
Close,  season  .  ,  . 

Possessing  aucks  in  storage  in 

11  II 

2 

loara 

close  season 

Roahen,  Steele 

1 

Illinois 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

1 

Shaver 

2 

*  Minne  sota 

Hunting  killdeers 

n 

1 

II 

Hunting  killdeers  and  killing  a 

bittern 

shaver,  Moore** 

1 

ll 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 

close  season 

Smi  th 

1 

Mains 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 

close  season 

Smi th ,  Walla ce * 

5 

11 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Steele,  0.  D. 

1 

Illinois 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Steele,  R.  C. 

2' 

Washington 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Steele,  R.  C.,  Jones** 

3 

n 

Hunting  ducks  after  siinset 

Whitehead,  King* 

1' 

South  Carolina 

Killing  a  weed  duck 

Tihitehead,  Beard** 

1 

Georgia 

Shooting  at  ducks  from  a  motor- 

boat 

^Wiitehead, 

2 

11 

Possessing  doves  in  storage  in 

n 

dose  season 

2 

15 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 

dose  season 

- 

1 

11 

Possessing  rebi  is 

! 

*U.  S.  Deputy  Game  Tferden 
^♦Deputy  State  Game  Warden 
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geheeal  notes 

Doctor  Nelson  returned  to  the  office  on  April  21  from  his  inspection 
tour  of  "bird  reservations  and  other  projects  of  the  Bureau  in  Florida  and 
southern  u-eorgia.  .Both  States  are  showing  marked  increase  in  puhlic  sentiment 
favoring  the  protection  of  wild  life,  and  at  the  last  sessions  of  the  State 
legis  la  cures  their  game  laws  were  much  improved.  The  Taraiami  Bird  Reservation, 
extending  Irom  Bra.denton,on  the  south  side  of  Tampa  Bay,  to  "beyond  Sarasota, 
along  the  Gulf  coast,  esta'blished  "by  the  State  la.st  year,-  is  proving  success¬ 
ful,  says  Doctor  Nelson,  Many  herons  seen  there,  including  "both  species  of 
egrets,  gave  evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  friendly  surroundings  "by  pay¬ 
ing  little  attention  to  passing  autcmooiles.  '  One  of  the,  novel  sights  within 
this  reservation  a  few  miles  west  of  Bradenton  and  on  the  top  of  a  pine  tree 
a'bout  50  yards  from  a  much-used  automo'bile  highw/ay,  was  the  nest  of  a  "bald 
eagle  containing  a  nearly  grown  young. 

Doctor  Nelson  has  recently  accepted  an  invitation  to  serve  on  the  Ad¬ 
visory  Board  of  Royal  Palm  State  Park  Committee  of  Florida,  which  is  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  re-esta'blish  the  "birds  on  the  4,000  acres  ovmed  "by  this  park. 

The  eighth  annual  stated  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Mammalo- 
gists  convened  in  the.  American  Museum  of  Natiiral  History,  New  York  City,  on 
April  27,  with  the  Biological  Survey  represented  on  the  program  at  va.rious 
sessions  "by  the  follo^’dng  papers:  "Some  Aspects  of  Morphological  and  Palaeon¬ 
tological  Historjr  of  the  Organ  of  Hearing  in  the  Cetacea,"  hy  Remington  Ifellogg; 
"Field  Notes  on  Animal  Behavior,"  oy  Dr.  'M.  B.  Bell;  "Hi"bernation  of  Some  of. 

Our  Smaller  Mammals,"  "by  Vernon  Bailey;  and  "Modern  Fur  Farming,"  "by  Frank  G, 
Ashhrook,  Other  mem;"bers  of  the  Bureau,  who  attended  were  Dr.  H.H.T.  Jackson, 

A,B,  Howell,  Dr.  T.S. Palmer,  E. A, Goldman,  S.A.Pre"ble,  Ernest  P."Walker,  and 
Mrs.  Viola  S.  Snjfder.  On  the  opening  day  of  the  meeting,  through  the  courtesy 
of  representatives  of  the  fur  industry,  mern'oers  of  the  Society  .were,  conducted 
through  one  of  the  largest  fur- receiving  houses  in  New  Yo-rk  and  also  through  a 
dressing  and  dyeing  plant  where  muskrat  fur  is  converted  into  Hudson  seal. 

Under  the  guidance  of  officers  of  the  New/  York  Zoological  Society,  the  raaramal- 
ogists  also  took  a  tour  through  the  Bronx  Zoological  Park. 

Frank  D.  Smith,  of  the  Office  of  iVtlications,  -in  charge  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  printing  v;ork  at  the  Government  Printing  Office,  conducted  the  class  in 
Bulletin- "v^ri ting  of  the  Department  Graduate  School  and  other  mem"bers  of  the  De¬ 
partment  through  the  Government’s  "big  printery  on  April  I5.  Mem"bers  of  the  Biol¬ 
ogical  Survey  accompanying  the  party  were  Frank  G.  Ashbrook,  Dr.  "i.B,  Bell,  James 
Silver,  W.  H.  Cheesraan,  and  Paul  H.  Oehser. 
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Manuscripts  have  "been  submitted  for  outside  mblication  as  follows;  ^  ' 

Lincoln,  Frederick  C.  ’’Bird  Banding  in  America”  and  "Banding  Gulls  and  lerns 
in  Lai®  Michigan;  1924  and  I925.” 

McAtee,  Vi.L.  "Review  of  Yvi lliamson’ s  'The  Lone  Swallows'”  and  ”An  Investi¬ 
gation  of  the  Food  of  Terns  in  England.” 

Murie,  Olaus  J.  "Adventuring  with  the  Alaska  Wren.” 

Musgrave ,  M.  E.  "The  Western  Livestock  Man  Has  Helped  Conserve  Wild  Life” 
and  "The  Gall  of  the  Southwest.” 

Oberholser,  Harry  C.  "February  and  i'ferch  Birds  about  Tfashington,  I).  C."  and 
"Descriptions  of  Nineteen  Hew  East  Indian  Passerine  Birds,” 

Preble,  Edward  A.  "Review  of  'Naturalist's  Guide  to  the  Americas.'” 

Silver,  James.  "The  Introduction  and  Spread  of  House  Rats  in  the  United 
States"  and  "Ridding  the  Farm  of  Woodchucks.” 


BIOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

Reports  from.  A.  H,  Howell,  who  is  conducting  field  investigations 
in  Florida,  indicate  that  he  is  ha.ving  a  successful  trip.  During  the  first 
week  in  April  he  made  an  examination  of  the  bird  life  abc^rt  Cape  Sable  and 
East  Cape,  including  several  of  the  keys  in  Florida  Bay.  He  then  visited 
Bradenton,  from  v/hich  an  examination  of  Egmont.  Key  vas  conducted  to  ascer¬ 
tain  its  desirability  as  a  bird  reservation,  and  later  investigated  Ship 
Island,  Miss.,  to  determine  its  resting  bird.®,  A  large  flock  of  royal  terns 
was  seen  here,  but  the  birds  were  not  yet  resting  on  April  12,  although 
Mr.  Howell  was  informed  that  the  birds  do  nest  at  a  later  date.  He  expects 
to  follow  the  coast  eastward  by  motor-boat  from  Pensacola,  making  a  detailed 
examination  as  far  as  Cedar  Keys. 

Vernon  Bailey  has  just  returned  from  a  brief-  trip  to  northern 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  has  been  checking  up  on  the  increase  of  the  beaver 
colonies  introduced  in  Potter  Coranty  five  years  ago.  The  two  original  pairs 
placed  there  in  I92I  were  estimated  last  ye-'’r  to  have  increased  to  50 
individuals.  Nineteen  of  these  have  been  trapped  alive  and  moved  to  other 
localities  for  breeding  stock,  and  three  have  been  killed  accidentally.  The 
wardens  now  estimate  that  there  are  75  beavers  in  the  vicinity,  which  ’.rith 
those  removed  and  their  progeny  V70uld  indicate  a  rate  of  increase  of  m.ore 
than  100  per  cent  during  the  year. 

T.  H,  Scheffer  during  the  early  part  of  March  conducted  investigations 
of  ground  squirrels  in  the  lower  Yakima  Valley  and  in  the  region  east  of  the 
Columbia  River.  Most  of  the  latter  part  of  the  month  he  spent  in  stud.ying  the 
habits  of  various  mice  that  frequent  mole  runways  and  feed  upon  various  bulbs, 
grains,  and  root  crops,  these  depredations  being  commonly  attribvited  to  the 
mo  le . 
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During  the  early  part  of  April  two  trips  were  made  do\7n  the  Potomac 
to  points  near  Indian  Head  hy  memloers  of  the  Bureau  to  observe  mi,gratory  wild 
fowl,  A  few  species  which  are  locally  uncommon,  including  the  hufflehead,  tte 
ring-necl®d  duck,  and  the  hooded  merganser,  were  seen.  Canvashacks  v/ere  gone 
hy  April  I3  and  hle.ck  ducks  greatly  reduced.  Mallards  v/ere  last  seen  on  April 
7.  Lesser  and  area.ter  scaups  held  their  OYm  for  the  first  10  days  of  April, 
hut  after  that  decreased  rapidly. 

Ernest  C.  Marshall,  of  La,urel,  Md,  ,  has  "been  temporarily  apnointed 
junior  scientific  aid,  effective  April  1,  to  assist  G.  H.  M.  Barrett  in 
taxidermy  work. 


Miss  Ruth  Eich.ard.s  was  on  extended  leave  during  the  month  visiting 
her  Brother  in  Florida. 


AIASKA  IHFESTIGATIOxJS 

Mrs.  Lillian  I.  Eaiy,  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Alaska  Game  Commission, 
resigned  effective  April  I5  to  enter  the  Bureau  of  Public  Road.s. 

Daryl  E.  Cheyne,  for  several  years  an  employee  in  the  Department 
disbursing  office  in  Vfeshirgton,  has  ceen  appointed  chief  clerk  in  the 
Juneau  office  of  the  Alaska  Game  Commission.  Arrangements  are  also  being 
I  made  to  have  him  designated  deputy  fiscal  agent  to  enabte  him  to  carry  on 
1  the  fiscal  work  of  the  Commission  in  the  absence  of  the  executive  officer, 

I  Ernest  P.  Walker,  who  under  the  Alaska.  Game  Commission  is  also  fiscal  agent. 

Mr.  Cheyne  vvill  arrive  in  Juneau  about  the  middle  of  May. 
i 

I  Thomas  D.  Jensen,  Alaska,  game  commissioner  from  fehe  second  judicial 

division,  arrived  in  Home  on  April  VJ  after  having  been  in  Juneau  from. 

February  3  to  March  2  attending  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Alaska  Game 
Commission, 

EC OHOMIC  IHVE ST  IGAlflOHS 

Order  has  been  placed  y/ith  Denver  taxidermists  for  mounts  of  mountain 
lion,  wolf,  coyote,  bobcat,  and  a  number  of  the  more  important  rodents,  to  be 
used  at  the  sesquicentennial  exposition  at  Philadelphia  beginning  June  1.  The 
exhibit  will  illustrate  the  characteristic  damage  done  by  these  animals  and 
their  relation  to  the  conservation  of  game  animals  and  birds,  and  the  increase 
of  crops,  forage,  and  livestock, 

f  S.E^Piper,  leader  of  the  eradication-methods  project,  of  Denver,  ColoJ, 

recently  spent  two  yaeks  in  the  vicinity  of  Durango,  Colo.,  conducting  exper¬ 
iments  in  an  effort  to  improve  iiEthods  of  combating  prairie  dogs  there.  Al¬ 
though  stormy  vreather  interfered  somewha-t  with  fieJd  tests,  interesting  ob¬ 
servations  were  made  £ind  a  variety  of  preparations  tested.  E.  E.  Horn,  after 
completing  an  extended  program  of  investigational  work  at  Washington,  D.C., 
spaxat  a  fewr  days  in  Denver  in  consultation  with  Mr,  Piper  and  in  reviewing  work 
at  the  laboratory.  He  is  now  carrying  on  field  tests  in  Arizona  to  improve 
control  methods  against  prairie  dogs,  pockst  gophers,  and  porcupines. 
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5’.  E.  G-arlougii,  stationed  at  Berkeley,  Calif,  ,  has  recently  teen  spending 
some  time  in  Oregon  and  Washington  conducting  experiments  with  a  view  to 
improving  methods  and  practices  in  the  control  .of  pocl®t  gophers,  ground 
squirrels,  and  moles. 

B,  A.  Gilchrist,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Arizona,  reports  some 
preliminary  tests  with  a  new  method  of  destroyiiog  poctet  gophers  by  the 
use  of  hydrogen  sulphocyanic-acid  gas.  One  hundred  and  tv/enty-tv/o  pocloet 
gophers  were  reported  killed  as  a  resu.lt  of  treating  125  onrrow  systems 
with  this  gas.  Cost  of  application  promises  to  compare  favorably  with 
methods  previously  employed,  and  more  extended  trials  will  be  made  to  de¬ 
termine  the  adaptability  of  this  method  to  Arizor^a  and  other  localities. 

James  Silver,  leader  of  the  eastern  rodent-control  district,  spent 
the  latter  part  of  April  in  Georgia,  investigating  the  relation  of  cotton 
rats  to  quail  an'^  other  ground-ne sting  birds  and  studjdng  methods  for  the 
control  of  the  rodents. 

R.  E.  Bateman,  leader  of  predatory-animal  control  in  ivlontana,  reports 
that  liinter  Brannin  has  succeeded  in  capturing,  in  the  Little  Belt  Mountains 
near  Utica,  Mont.,  a  notorious  old  three-footed  fema.le  wolf,  the  leader  of  a 
destructive  pack  that  ha.s  ranged  in  th.at  locality  for  a  number  of  years. 

Traps  and  poison  failed  to  get  the  animal  but  Mr.  Brannin  finally  trailed  it 
to  its  den.  Hun^'T  John  E.  Oswood  nas  also  succeeded  in  poisoning  a  pair  Of 
wolves  that  has  ranged  in  the  Sveetgrass  Hills  for  many  years, 

George  E.  Holman,  leader  of  predatory-animal  control  in  Utah,  has 
recovered  fully  from  the  accident  which  disabled  him  for  some  time  last  fall 
and  has  recently  been  inspecting  the  important  livestock  ranges  of  his  district 
and  conferring  with  cooperating  stockmen’s  associations.  He  reports  gratifying 
progress  in  obtaining  cooperation  from  stockmen  and  satisfactory  results  from 
poisoning  operaitions  of  the  past  winter.  Mr.  Holman  and  R.  Scott  Zimmerman, 
leader  in  rodent  control  in  Utah,  put  on  an  interesting  exhibit,  illustrating 
predatory-animal  and  rodent-contr®!  work,  at  the  annual  Intermountain  Livestock 
Show,  held  at  Salt  Lake  City,  March  27-3^.  cooperation  writh  other  bureaus 
of  the  Department- 

E.  C.  Cates,  of  Montana,  has  been  appointed  junior  biologist,  effective 
April  1,  and  assigned  to  work  in  Montarja  as  assistant  tc  0.  E.  Stephl,  leader 
of  rodent-control  in  that  State.  Edward  Edgingt on,  of  Hew  Mexico,  also  has 
teen  appointed  junior  biologist,  effective  April  1,  and  assigned  to  work  in 
Hew  Mexico  under  the  leadership  of  A.  E,  Gray,  A.  L.  Bridenstine,  who  has  been 
employed  in  Hew  Mexico  during  the  past  year  has  been  assigned  as  assistant 
to  iv'Ir.  Zimmerman  in  Utah. 

Reports  frowi  the  field  indicate  that  the  past  winter  has  been  a  success¬ 
ful  one  in  poisoning  operations  against  predatory  a.nimals  and  that  the  work 
of  cleaning  up  poison  stations  and  picking  up  predatory  animals  tlmt  escaped 
poisoning  is  well  uuier  way.  Eield  operations  against  prairie  dogs  and  ground 
squirrels  are  being  taken  up  actively  following  the  winter’s  work  on  pocket 
gophers,  jack  rabbits,  and  house  rats. 
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^  The  radio  is  heing’  used  more  and  more  hy  field  men.  of  the  Bureau  in 

bringing  the  work  of  the  Biological  Survey  to  the  public.  Radio  talks 
have  recently  been  given  by  G,  C.  Oderkirk  in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  Ira 
!  U.  Gabrielson  in  Oregon,  A,  E..  Oman  and  Roy  Moore  in  Kansas, and  Albert  M, 

Day  in  Wyoming. 

FUR  BESOITRCES 

Lists  of  breeders  of  utility  rabbits  and  of  breeders  of  fancy  rabbits 
I  have  teen  compiled  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  free  distribution  to  inquirers 
who  may  wish  to  corrmunicate  with  rabbit  breeders  in  different  sections  of 
,  the  country  for  the  purcliase  of  stock.  The  combined  lists  contain  approximate 
I  ly  4,000  Tiam.es  arranged  alphabetically  by  State. 

D.  Monroe  Green  spent  several  days  in  New  York  City  during  the  early 
i  part  of  the  month  to  assist  in  sorting  and  grading  a  shipment  of  100,000 
rabbit  .'skins  sent  from  California  to  the  raw- fur  market  in  Rew  York.  The 
skins  were  uf  good  a'.^erage  quality'-  but  small  in  size,  ranging  in  price  from 
15  cents  to  $1.25  each. 

Bridge v/a ter  Arnold  spent  the  early  nart  of  April  in  Rev;  York  collect¬ 
ing  statistics  relating  to  the  AnBrican  and  English  fur  auction  sales.  He 
I  returned  to  Washington  on  April  21. 

! 

GAIv-lE  ARE  BIRD  RESERVATIORS 

Mr.  Goldman  returned  on  April  lo  from  Mexico,  where  he  spent  a  couple 
months  visiting  the  principal  wintering  grounds  of  migratory  waterfowl. 

Three  elk  were  shipped  recently  from  Sullys  Hill  Game  Preserve,  R.  Dak. 
to  a  purchaser  at  French  Creek,  W.  Va. ;  two  buffalo  from  Wind  Cave  Preserve, 

S,  Dak.,  to  Atchinson,  Kans. ,  for  the  city  park  at  that  place;  and  a  buffalo 
calf  from  the  Rational  Bison  Range,  Mont.,  to  a  purchaser  at  Colville,  Wash. 

”Kate,”  the  24-year-old  buffalo  cow  at  Sullys  Hill  Game  Preserve,  died 
on  April  12.  This  animal  was  one  of  the  original  Sullys  Hill  herd,  which 
consisted  of  six  buffalo  presented  to  the  Govemmeitt  by  city  authorities  of 
Portland,  Dreg.  ,  in  I9IS. 


MIGRATORY-BIRD  TREATY  AND  lACEY  ACTS 

Federal  Game  Warden  P,  K.  Hilliard  reports  that  on  March  l4  the  eastern 
Rew  Jersey  rca.rshes  ha.d  an  extraordinary  number  of  mated  black  ducks  and  that 
never  in  all  his  l4  years  as  gaits  warden  had  he  seen  so  many  pairs  of  them. 

He  also  states  that  he  and  Deputy  Game  Warden  Frank  Pierce  h.ave  been  watching 
many  wild  geese  mating  and  leaving  the  flocks,  and  that  on  March  I9  there  were 
hw-^dreds  of  thousands  of  brant  in  Tuckerion  and  Great  Bays.  Several  bayroen 
also  stated  that  there  were  more  brant  there  this  .^ear  than  ever  before  known. 
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Federal  Game  Warden  W,  L,  Birsch  reports  that  more  ducks  and  geese 
than  usual  wintered  along  the  James  River,  Va.  ,  during  the  past  season  an'? 
that  gunning  increased  along  the  river. 


Federal  Game  V/arden  J.  E,  Perry,  of  Tennessee,  in  a  report  of  April 
13  writes:  "During  the  time  I  spent  in  Arkansas  from  lAa.rch  8  to  22,  I  saw 
more  mourning  doves,  snipe,  and  sandpipers  than  I  have  seen  for  the  past 
five  years.  In  fa.ct,  there  were  thousands  of  mourning  doves  in  all  directions, 
especially  in  the  rice  district  and  they  were  particularly  noticeable  in  the 
early  mornings  along  the  high ’-ays  while  they  were  feeding,  I  also  found  a 
number  of  woodcock." 


According  to  a  report  of  Federal  Deputy  Game  Warden  D.  P,  Brady,  of 
Windom,  Minn.  ,  the  first  ducks  of  the  spring  migration  anneared  in  the  south¬ 
ern  part  of  Minnesota  about  the  last  week  in  Miarch  and  increased  up  to  April 
l5i  when  there  were  more  migratory  birds  in  that  part  of  the  State  than  at 
any  time  for  10  years.  There  were  great  numbers  of  blue,  white,  and  Canada 
geeSe,  mallards,  and  pintails,  although  ducks  of  every  description  were 
numerous. 


A  violator  arraigned  in  Federal  court  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  ,  on  Wia.rch 
29,  charged  with  killing  robins,  ''as  found  guilty,  fined  $100,  and  severely 
admonished  by  the  court.  On  account  of  the  needy  circumstances  of  the  vio¬ 
lator,  however,  and  his  plea  that  he  vas  the  sole  supoort  of  ei^t  children, 
the  court  reduced  the  fine  to  $25. 

The  larj^st  fim  ever  assessed  for  hunting  ducks  after  suneet  was  im¬ 
posed  in  Federal  court  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  on  April  8,  'dien  a  gunner,  long  ' 

known  as  a  game-law  violator,  plead  guilty  and  ras  fined  $300.  The  evidence 
in  the  case  v/as  furnished  by  Federal  Deputy  Warden  Stewart. 

To  conform  with  a  law  passed  by  the  last  session  of  the  Kentucky  legis¬ 
lature  and  with  a  resolution  recently  adopted  by  the  South  Carolina  legislature, 
further  amendments  to  the  migratory-bird  treaty  act  regulations  affecting  the 
open  seasons  on  certain  game  birds  in  these  States  were  adopted  by  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  and  anproved  by  the  President  on  April  22.  In  Kcntuc‘'gv  the  open 
season  on  v/aterfowl  (except  wood  duck,  eider  ducks,  and  swans),  coots,  galli- 
nules,  and  i^^ilson  snipe  or  jacksnipe  was  changed,  from  the  period  October  1  to 
Jan-uary  lU  to  the  period  November  1  to  January  3'^’  ^outh  Carolina  the 

open  season  on  mourning  d.oves  was  changed,  from  the  period  September  1  to  December 
15  to  the  period  October  I6  to  January  3I. 
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warden 

Cases 

State 

Sarmeler 

3 

Missouri 

Bs,r me  ie  r ,  Ma i t  lahd*  * 

1 

n 

Bloxsom 

2 

Re  la ware 

It 

1 

Iferyland 

Bloxsom,  Dillahay** 

2 

Re  la  ware 

Bloxsom,  Mushbach, 

1 

Maryland 

Creighton* 
Bloxsom,  Watson** 

1 

tt 

Bloxsom,  Yifiley** 

1 

Re  la  ware 

Harris* 

1 

Arkansas 

n 

1 

It 

Holland* 

1 

Louisiana 

It 

3 

It 

It 

1 

If 

Hoffman,  Obscur* 

1 

It 

It  It 

1 

tf 

Line  bai:^h 

1 

Kentucky 

tl 

1 

Tennessee 

Me  s  te 1* 

1 

Illinois 

1 

n 

Obscur* 

1 

Louisiana 

Pacetti  ,McCarley* 

1 

Florida 

R  i  dd ic  k.  ,  Shaw*  * ,  Lucas 

Texas 

Shaver 

1 

Minnesota 

n 

2 

If 

It 

1 

ft 

Shaver,  Drum** 

1 

It 

Shaver^  Moore** 

1 

f? 

Smith,  Stadlmeir .Tribou*! 
Steele,  C.  D.  1 

Steele,  R.  C.  2 


Steele-  >.  Jone**’^ 


Stewart* 

Tilton** .Randall**, 
Ehlers* 


Massachusetts 
Ne  bra  ska 
Washington 


Re  la  ware 
Indiana 


Violation 


Fine 


Hunting  ducks  after  sunset  $5  each 

Possessing  a  duck  in  close  season  $5 
Killing  ducks  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  after  scanset 


Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Killing  a  duck  from  motorboat 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 


$10  each 
$10  ar," 
costs 

$10  each 
$10  and 
costs 
$10  and 
costs 
$1' 

$10 

$10 

$25 


Killing  a  night  ha  v’k 
Killing  a  robin 
Killing  a  duck  in  close  season 
Killing  ducks  in  close  season 
Killing  doves  in  close  season  $10  each 
Possessing  coots  and  gallinules  $10 
in  close  season 
Selling  ducks 
Selling  ducks 


Killing  a  duck  in  close  season 
Killing  robins 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

Selling  ducks 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  a  gull  and  bittern 
Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  ducks  in  storage 
close  season 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 
close  season 
Killing  ducks  at  night 
Killing  a  swallow 
Hun  t  ing  V7a  te  r  f  0 wl  af  te  r  sun  se  t 


in 


in 


$1 

$25  arid 
costs 
$25 
$25 

$15  and 
costs 
$25  and 
costs 
$25  and 
c  osts 
$10 
$10 
$1 

$5  each 
$10 
$10 

$10 


$5 

$1 

$5  and 
costs  Oj 

$20.05  each 

$25  and 
costs  of 

$20.05  col- 

Icc  ti^’■e  ly 

Huntii^  ducks  after  sunset  $30o" 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season  $1  each 


Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
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^Tilt  on**,  Randall**,  1  Indiana 

Ehlers* 

Tonkin  1  California 

^Whitehead  1  Georgia 


Bunting  ducks  in  close  season  $10 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  $25 
close  season 

Killing  a  dove  in  close  season  $10 


Warden 


Cases  Reported  for  Prosecution 


Cases  State 


Violation 


Barmeier  2 

Barmeier- .Mrovka*  2 

Bendler*  6 

Creech* ,  Perrier*  1 

Parnham  ,lehne**  2 

Hampe*  2 

t.  I4 

"  2 

Harris*  1 

.  »  1 

Heller* ,Twi liman**  1 

Holland*  1 

"  3 

1 

King*  2 

Kelsey  1 

“  1 

KelSey,  Bromi*  3 

Maghee*  2 

Pacetti  1 


"  1 

Pacetti,  McCarley*  1 

Pingley  5 

”  1 

"  1 

Pingley,  Creighton*  3 

Riddick,  Hampe*  1 

Ransom  1 

Rogalla*  1 

Roahen  4 

”  1 

Roahen,  Scholler*  2 


Missouri 

ft 

Re  lav/are 
Missouri 
Nev/  York 

Te3cas 

fi 

If 

Arkansas 

ft 

Missouri 

Louisiana 

ti 

11 

So. Carolina 
So. Dakota 

Ho. Dakota 

It 

Georgia 

Plorida 

II 

n 

n 

Maryland 

n 

West  Virginia 

Vir^nia 

Texas 

Washington 

Minne  sota 
Illinois 

11 

II 


Hunting  ducka  after  sunset 
Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Killing  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 
season 

Possessing  killdeers 
Possessing  meadowlarks 
Selling  ducks 
Killing  a  rohin 
Killing  a  duck  in  close  season 
Hunting  docks  after  sunset 
Killing  ducks  in  close  season 
Killing  doves  in  close  season 
Posse ssin:!:  coot  and  gallinules  in 
close  season 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 
season 

Possessing  a  goose  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
.Killing  rohins 

Possessing  and  selling  doves  in  close 
season 

Killing  coots  in  close  season  and 
from  a  motorboat 

Possessing  doves  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  a  duck  in  close  season 
Killing  a  goose  i’n  clcce  season 
Hunting  ducks  after  sin  set 
Possessing  a  robin 
Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 
season 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 
season 

Possessing  wood  ducks 
Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 
season 
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R  oahe  n ,  Me  Qai  rk*  * 
Ruahen,  Steele 

II  ti 

Scholler* 
Scholler,  Steele 
Shaver 

Smith** ,£loxsom 
Smith  .Wallace* 
Tonkin 
’siihitehead 
Whitehead, 


1  I  owa 

1  Illinois 

1  " 

1  » 

1  » 

1  Minnesota 

3  Maryla,nd 

2  Mia  ine 

2  California 

3  Georgia 

If 


Skipper*  *6 


Shipping  prairie  chickens  contrary  to 
section  4,  migratory-hird  treaty  act 
Killing  a  duck  after  sunset 
Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close  season 
Killing  a  duck  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Killing  doves  in  close  season 
Hunting  doves  prior  to  half  hour  of  sunrise 


*  U.S.  Deputy  Game  Warden 

**  Deputy  State  Game  Warden 
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GEIJSEAL  NOTES 

The  Bureau  force  in  Washington  celebrated  Doctor  Nelson's  birthday 
on  Saturday,  May  8,  by  a  luncheon  held  in  the  joined ■ off ices  of  Economic 
Investigations  and  Game  and  Bird  Reservations.  Entering  the  middle  of 
these  rooms,  the  Chief  uas  completely,  surprised  on  being  greeted- by  the 
applause  of  the  -whole  force  gathered  there.  Doctor  Eisher,  the  dean  of 
the  staff  of  the  Bureau,  voiced  the  congratulations  of  the  force  and 
Doctor  Nelson  responded  fittingly.  Ref resliments  were  served  and  a  unique 
gift  we.s  presented  Doctor  Nelson  in  the  form  of  a  card  from  each  member 
present,  depicting  species  of  animals,  birds,  or  plants  that  ha.d  been  nam*ed 
for  him,  or  that  recalled  some  incident  in  his  active  and  interesting  life 
in  the  United  States,  Alaska,  and  tropical  America.  Dr.  C.  Hart  Merriam, 
first  chief  of  the  Biological  Survey,  and  Dr.  Alexander  \7etmore,  formerly  of 
the  Bureau  and  now  assistant  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  also 
V7ere  present  at  the  brief  celebration, 

Mr.  Henderson  spent  several  days  during  the,  latter  part  of  May  in 
Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  'Tiscons.in  in  connection  \7ith  the  woi’k  of  procuring  lands 
for  the  Upper  Mississippi  River  Wild  Life  and  Eish  Refuge. 

At  the  annual  election  of  officers  of  the  Biological  Society  of 
Washington  held  at  the  Cosmos  Clu.b  on  Saturday,  May  8,  all  officers  and  coun¬ 
cil  members  were  re-elected,  including  the  following  from  the  Biological  Sur¬ 
vey;  Dr.  H.  C.  Oberholser,  president;  E.  A.  Goldman,  first  vice-president; 

Dr.  H.'  H.  T.  Jackson,  fourth  vice-president;  and  E.  C,  Lincoln,  treasurer. 

Miss  Elisabeth  Olmsted  spent  several  days'  vacation  during  the  week  of 
May  10  at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

The  Agricultural  Appropriation  Bill  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1927,  as  approved  by  the  President  on  May  11,  1926,  carries  a  total  appropriati 
for  the  Biological  Survey  of  $937,365.  The  details  of  the  increases  and  de¬ 
creases  in  the  Bureau's  specific  allotments  may  be  found  in  The  Official  Recorc 
for  May  19,  1925,  near  the  middle  of  the  second  column  of  page  7.  (Through  a 
typographical  error,  the  \7ords  "Bureau  of  Biological  Survey"  were  omitted 
above  word  "Salaries,"  paragraph  4  of  the  tabular  matter.) 

Paul  H.  Oehser,  assistant  in  the  Editorial  Office,  is  spending  tvto  weekf 
vacation  at  his  Alma  Mater  at  Greenville,  Ill.,  and  'with  friends  in  Chicago. 
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The  follovving  puD].ications  of  the  Bureau  v;ere  received  in  May: 


"Text  of  Federal  Laws  and  Hegula.tiono  Relating  to  Game  and  Birds,"  Service 
and  Regalatory  Announcement,  B,  S.  65.  Received  May  14. 

"Bans  and  Regulations  Relating  to  Game,  Land  Fur-hearing  Animals,  and  Birds 
in  Alasloa,"  Circular  Eo.  2,  Alaslca  Game  Comjnission.  Received  May  28. 


Radio  talks  by  members  of  the  Bureau  have  been  broadcast  as  follov/s: 


Bailey,  Vernon.  "Mammals  of  the  Vicinity  of  Washington,"  from  Station  VffiC, 
Washington,  B.  C.  ,  on  May  22,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Smithsonian  In¬ 
stitution. 

Gabrielson,  Ira  H.  "Description  and  Habits  of  Oregon's  Small  Mammals"  and 
"Description  and  Habits  of  Some  of  Oregon's  Birds,"  from  Station  KOAC, 
Corvallis, .  Oreg. ,  on  April  23  and  May  5,  respectively. 


Manuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  publication  as  lollous: 

Bailey,  Vernon.  "A  Reconnaissance  of  the  Mammals  in  the.  Vicinity  of  Se- 
v/ickley.  Pa." 

Gilchrist,  D-  A..  "Destruction  of  Pocket  Gophers  by  Calcium-cyanide  Flakes 
and  Bust. " 

Holman,  George  E.  "Predatory  Animals." 

Jackson  Hart.ley  H.  T.  "Revie'7  of  'naturalist's  Guide  to  the  Americas.'" 

Jeweti:,  Stanley  G,  "Ferruginous  Rough-leg  Besting  in  Oregon." 

McAtee,  \1.  L.  "Birds  Feeding  on  the  European  Corn  Borer  (Revieu),"  "Black¬ 
bird  Roosts,"  "Economic  Ornithology  in  Recent  Entomological  Publica¬ 
tions,"  and  "Birds  of  the  Golf  Course:  The  Robin." 

Musgrave,  M.  E.  "Some  Interesting  Habits  of  Mor.ntain  Lions  in  Arizona." 
and  "The  Mountain  Lion  is  a  . 'Fraidy  Cat.'" 


BIOLOGICAL  IE1/B]STIGATI0IIS 


A.  E.  Houell  has  completed  his  sea.son's  field  v/ork  in  Florida,  v/hich  j 
v/as  conducted  by  motorboat  easti;;ard  along  the  Florida  coast,  uith  an  occasiona]  j 
trip  inland  to  important  places.  He  reached  Panama.  City  on  April  29.  Boat  i 

travel  permitted  investigations  on  a  number  of  islands,  the  fauna  of  which  | 

has  heretofore  been  uumov/n,  A  side  trip  was  made  by  skiff  up  the  Aucilla 
River  with  H.  L.  Stoddard.  The  Sv/ainson  warbler  and  other  interesting  birds 
were  seen,  but  no  ivory-billed  woodpeckers.  Interesting  maramals  collected 
during  the  cruise  include  a  series  of  the  white-headed  beach  mouse  and  the 
small  round- tailed  muskrat  (iJeofiber) . ..  Mr.  Howell  has  reached  Cedar  Keys 
and  is  on  his  way  to  Washingcon. 


Continuing  his  beaver  studies  in  Pennsylvania,  Vernon  Bailey  has 
built  a  beaver  house  on  the  edge  of  a:i  inclosed  pond  near  Miff linbu.rg,  v/ith 
a  door  for  entrance  and  convenient  observation  of  the  habits  of  the  animals. 
A  lo/rge  old  female  beaver,  captured  in  a  cage  trap  and  placed  in  the  house, 
gave  birth  to  six  young  about  a  week  later.  At  birth  the  young  v;ere  vrell 
developed  end  active,  completely/  furred,  and  their  eyes  were  open.  The 
family  is  now  being  watched  as  the  young  gro'v  up.  The  mother  is  gentle 
and  allows  the  young  to  be  handled  and  examined  at  any  time.  Many  important 
data  being  getheredc 
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On  May  ].l  Mr.  Bailey  gave  a  talM  Before  members  of  the  Washington 
Club  on  fur-bee.ri:*g  animals  and  the  future  fur  supply. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Oberholser,  during  the  third  and  fourth  weeks  of  May, 
made  observations  on  the  northward  flight  of  shorebirds  on  the  coast  of 
hew  Jersey  betr^een  Tucker  ton  and  Cape  ivla.y,  to  obtain  de,ta  on  migration 
and  on  the  comparative  numbers  of  the  various  species. 

E.C.  Lincoln,  who  holds  a  coaimission  as  first  lieutenant  in  the 
Officers'  Heserve  001^)3  (Signal  Service),  left  ‘Washington  on  May  16  for 
Fort  Monmouth,  k.  J.  ,  to  report  for  tv/o  v/eeks'  active  duty  at  the  officers' 
training  camp. 

Dr.  b'.  ?.  Taylor,  of  fucson,  Ariz.  ,  in  company  with  a  representative 
of  the  Southwestern  forest  Experiment  Station,  visited  the  Santa  Rita  Range 
Reserve,  on  April  8  and  9,  and  the  Chiricalma  Mountains,  on  April  11  to  15, 
to  study  the  relation  of  rodents  to  the  forest.  They  also  visited  the 
Dragoon  Mountains  enroute,  to  note  any  changes  in  the  fauna  and  flora  that 
may  Iiave  taken  place  on  account  of  the  virtual  destruction  of  the  forests 
of  Arizona  cypress  about  50  years  ago. 

Dr.  Taylor  also  made  an  investigation  of  the  status  of  the  deer  on 
the  Kaibab  Plateau  during  the  last  v;esk  of  April  and  the  first  ten  days  of 
May . 

-.;o.  H.  Scheffer,  stationed  at  Fu^rallup,  '.Tash.  ,  during  April 
contirr... i  his  wci'k  on  the  relations  of  various  mammals  to  agriculture  and 
horticulture.  The  species  investigated  included  moles ,  gro'ond  sq;'uirrels, 
and  pocket  mice,  a  considerable  part  of  this  work  being  done  in  cooperation 
with  \7.  B.  Crouch  and  E.  E.  Carlough,  of  Economic  Investigations.  Later 
in  the  monch  the  territory  infested  by  the  Yalcimai,  Townsend,  and  Columbian 
ground  squirrels  was  examined  as  far  east  as  Colfax,  Wa.sh, 

0.  J.  Murie  left  17asliington  on  April  21  for  Fairbanlcs,  Alaska.  IThen 
heard  from,  on  May  13,  he  e;q)ected  tc  leave  there  within  a  few  days  for  a 
trip  to  Old  Crov/  River,  a  tributary  cf  the  Porcupine  River,  near  the  boundary 
bemreen  .flaska  and  Yulcon.  He  plans  to  spend  the  s'amrner  season  in  this 
section  making  general  collections  and  observations  on  the  various  mammaJs 
and  birds,  -.uth  special  reference  to  nesting  species  of  waterfowl  and  shore- 
birds. 

ALASI14  IirTESTIGATIOrS 

Rcviced  regulations  respecting  game  animals,  land  fur-bearing  amimals, 
game  and  nongame  birds,  and  nests  and  eggs  cf  birds  in  f.laska  were  adopted 
by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  on  May  15  and  published  on  May  18.  Irmoortant 
changes  from  existing  regulations  include  m.odi± ications  in  the  boundaries  of 
fur  districts,  the  establishment  of  an  open  season  on  beaver  from  Hay  1  to 
31  in  certain  portions  of  western  Alaska  effective  in  the  spring  of  1927, 
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a  seasonal  Hag  limit  of  20  beavers  per  person,  and  a  system  of  sealing- 
beaver  and  marten  skins  legally  possessed  or  taken. 

A  maximum  possession  limit  is  provided  for  game  animals,  the  same 
as  the  maximum  seasonal  limit,  with  the  provision  that  in  interior  and  nor¬ 
thern  Alaska  permits  may  be  issued  to  possess  more  than  the  seasonal  bag 
limit  of  game  animals  when  domestic  meats  are  not  available  and  the  seasonal 
limit  on  game  is  not  sufficient  for  local  needs.  In  parts  of  northern 
Alaska  meat  of  big-game  animals  and  grouse  and  ptarmigan  may  be  sold 
uncooked,  but  only  by  the  person  by  whom  killed. 

A  close  season  is  placed  on  brown  and  grizzly  bears  from  June  21  to 
the  end  of  August  with  the  provision  that  bears  may  be  killed  v/hen  endanger¬ 
ing  persons  or  property.  The  Caribou  season  is  changed  in  the  northern  dis¬ 
trict  and  certain  tro,pping  seasons  are  slightly  altered  with  a  vie\7  of  ob¬ 
taining  a  higher  average  quality  of  furs.  Special  protection  of  game,  fur 
bearers,  and  birds  in  the  lower  Takru  River  region  has  been  removed,  and  on 
the  Kodiak-Afognalo  Islands  group  introduced  beavers  and  muskrats  are  given 
absolute  protection. 

The  daily  bag  limit  on  ducks  is  increased  from  20  to  25  and  the  limit 
on  brant  from  6  to  8.  The  maximum  possession  limit  on  waterfowl  is  raised 
from  50  to  75.  Black-bellied  and  golden  plovers  are  removed  from  the  list 
for  v/hich  there  is  an  open  season  and  the  bag  limits  on  jacksnipe  reduced 
from  25  to  20  to  correspond  with  the  regulations  under  the  migratory-bird 
treaty  act. 

The  Alaska  Game  Commission  at  its  ai:irual  meeting  in  Eebruary  adopted 
revised  regulations  relating  to  guides,  poisons,  and  resident  trapping  li¬ 
censes,  essentially  the  same  as  the  old,  w'ith  the  exception  that  guides  are 
not  now  required  to  devote  the  principal  part  of  their  time  during  the  hunt¬ 
ing  season  to  guiding  hunting  parties. 

Ernest  P.  Ualker,  executive  officer  of  the  Alaska  Game  Commission, 
vdio  has  been  at  the  ITashington  office  since  March  9,  left  for  Seattle,  Hash, 
on  May  27.  He  will  join  Mrs.  V/alker  at  Crookston,  Minn,  and  they  w'ill  sail 
early  in  June  for  Juneau,  in  the  new  boa.t  recently  constructed  at  Seattle 
for  the  use  of  the  Commission,  the  Seal . 

ECONOMIC  INVESTIGATIONS 

Dr.  17.  B.  Bell  left  ITashington  on  May  17  for  western  stations  to 
confer  \7ith  district  officials,  cooperators,  and  others  interested  in  the 
\7ork  of  the  Bureau.  He  expects  to  return  about  July  15. 

V/.  E.  Crouch,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Idaho,  reports  that  with 
adequate  preparations  made  at  an  early  date,  the  ground-squirrel  campaign 
this  season  \7as  well  under  v/ay  by  the  latter  part  of  March,  aid  according 
to  present  indications  there  v;ill  be  a  larger  area  covered  than  last  year. 
Ai-rangements  have  been  made  to  coiiduct  the  campaign  in  31  counties,  and 
124,000  pounds  of  bait  for  'ucse  on  private  lands  are  either  on  hand  in  the 
various  counties  or  have  been  distributed,  provision  has  been  made  also 
for  the  -purchase  of  100,000  additional  pounds  as  the  season  advances. 
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T.  B.  Murray,  junior  ’’ciologist  in  the  Idaiio  district,  v/ho  has 
'been  on  furlough  during  the  winter  attending  college,  reported  for  duty 
on  March  16  and  organized  the  gro^^nd- squirrel  v/ork  in  the  uxDper  Snake 
River  country. 

R.  E.  Bateman,  leader  of  predatory- animal  control  in  Montana,  has 
assisted  Federal  Sams  Uarden  Mushbach  in  a  short  investigation  of  the 
snov/  geese  that  were  found  dead  on  Priest  Lake.  Mr*  Mushbach  and  a  deputy 
State  game  warden  counted  1,546  dead  geese  on  the  lalce.  Many  of  them  ^7ere 
some  distance  in  shore,  but  it  was  found  that  they  had  not  been  molested 
by  coyotes  or  bobcats.  Several  had  been  taken  to  holes  vdiere  badgers  had 
hibernated  through  the  v/inter. 

A.  E.  Gray,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  hew  Menico,  reports  a 
marked  change  in  the  attitude  of  cooperators  toward  rodent-control  work. 

This  condition  was  especially  noticeable  in  Curry  County,  where  it  is 
reported  that  35  ranches  were  treated  and  100  per  cent  cooperation 
obtained.  Mr.  Gray  left  Albuquerque  on  May  12  for  Porta.les,  Roosevelt 
County,  v/here  he  plans  to  put  on  several  local  jack-rabbit  control 
campaigns,  using  the  poisoned- salt  method. 

Junior  Inspector  Clyde  P.  Briggs,  vdio  caught  the  notorious  wolf 
Three  Toes,  has  been  presented  with  a  handsome  gold  v;atch  by  the  Harding 
County  ViTool  Growers  Association.  It  is  engraved  as  fcllov/s; 

To  Clyde  E.  Briggs  from  the  Harding  County  Uool  Growers  in 
appreciation  of  his  capture  of  the  three- toed  wolf, 

July  23,  1925. 

The  piesentation  wa,E  made  at  Buffalo,  S.-  Bale.,  on  April  23  in  the  presence 
of  about  250  stockmen,  bankers,  livestock  commission  men,  railroad  officials, 
wool  buyers,  representatives  from  several  of  South  Bakota's  educa.tional 
institutions,  and  State  and  Federal  officials. 

Leo  K.  Goiech,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Uashington  State,  reports 
that  April  T;as  an  active  month  against  various  rodent  pests,  particularly 
ground  squirrels.  Approximately  30,000  pounds  of  poisoned  grain  and  100,000 
pounds  of  calcium  cyanide  were  distributed  during  the  month  for  Columbian 
ground  squirrels  in  Stevens,  Pend  Oreille,  Spokane,  and  Viliitman  Counties, 

J.  Finley,  junior  biologist  in  the  Washington  district,  cooperated 
during  April  with  the  county  agent  of  Bouglass  Comity  in  groundliOg  work 
in  the  Palisades,  Foster  Creek,  and  Bridgeiiort  Bar  sections.  All  the 
farmers  turned  out  and  with  Mr.  Finley  mixing  green-alfalfa  baits,  which 
were  distributed  along  the  rock  slides,  obtained  more  than  50-per-cent 
results.  Although  there  are  some  groundliogs  left,  the  farmers  are  so 
pleased  with  the  results  that  they  plan  to  finish  the  job  individually. 
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The  case  against  John  Barnurn  for  assault  \7ith  a  deadly  v/eapon  upon 
Biological  Survey  Hunter  T.  17.  McKinney  on  Eetruary  17  v/as  tried  on  Mc.y  12 
in  the  State  court  at  Raton,  H.Mex.  The  jury  on  May  13  "brought  in  a 
verdict  of  guilty  r/ith  a  recommendation  for  clemency,  and  the  court 
sentenced  the  defendant  to  from,  2-1/2  to  3  years  in  the  penitentiary,  "but 
suspended  sentence  during  good  "behavior  and  'upon  payment  of  costs.  Mr. 
McKinney  had  "been  stopped  about  four  miles  from  Raton  by  Barn-um,  v/ho 
flourished  a  revolver  and  told  him  that  he  laae'iv  him  for  a  "revenuer"  and 
\7as  going  to  kill  him.  Only  the  pleading  of  a  v/oman,  v, 1101.1  he  was  driving 
uith  her  baby  to  a  neighbor's  house  saved  Mr.  McKinney. 

M.  A.  Stev/art,  of  the  eastern  rodent-control  district,  vlio  has  been 
stationed  at  Cornell  University  during  the  past  year,  has  resigned  effective 
May  31,  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  has  the  best  uishes  of  his  many  friends 
in  the  Bureau  for  a,  speedy  recovery. 

G.  C.  Oderkirk,  of  the  eastern  district,  has  recently  returned  to 
his  headquarters  at  Purdae  University  from  an  inspection  of  rodent-pest 
conditions  in  V.’isconsin.  Pocket  gophers  v/ere  forjid  destructive  to 
leguminous  crops  in  the  dairy  sections  of  the  central  part  of  the  State. 

Rats  are  less  a  problem  there  tiia.n  in  most  States  because  of  better  tj^pes 
of  farm  buildings.  Ground  squirrels  are  pests  over  restricted  areas  only, 
and  complaints  of  crow  depredations  on  corn  and  on  poultry  v/erc  common. 
Groundiiog,  field-mouse,  rabbit,  and  mole  injury  iias  of  little  consequence 
in  the  counties  visited. 

James  Silver  recently  retiiuned  from  Thomasville,  Ga.  ,  vliere  he  has 
made  an  investigation  of  cotton-rat  control  on  areas  v;here  the  propagation 
of  quail  is  being  studied  by  the  dix'ision  of  Pood  Habits  Research. 

POOD  HABITS  PJISEARCH 

E.  R.  Kalmbach  has  returned  from  the  rice  area  of  Louisiana,  where 
he  has  b-3en  studying  the'  blackbird-rice  problem  and  conducting  experimeiital 
work  in  control.  This  year's  work  supiolements  that  done  in  1925,  so  that 
da.ta  on  practically  the  yearly  cycle  of  tlie  red-winged  blackbird  in  its 
relation  to  the  rice  crop  are  non  available.  At  t'ne  conclusion  of  t'ne 
blackbird  work  scveraJ  military  posts  in  Louisiana  were  visited  v;ith  the 
view  of  learning  their  ’.'■alue  a.s  bird  refuges. 

PUH  r.ESOURGES 

Mr.  Ashbrook  recently  completed  in  Hew  York  City  arrangem.ents  wuth 
the  American  Museum  of  Hat’ural  History  to  prepare  and  assemble  a  mruslorat 
habitat  group  for  the  Division's  enliibit  at-  the  Sesqnicentennial  Exposition 
at  Philadelphia. 
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At  the  Experimental  Far  Farm  at  Saratoga  Springs  13  foxes  produced 
a  total  of  39  pups  this  past  season,  all  of  which  were  doing  well  when 
Mr.  Ashhrook  was  at  the  farm  early  in  May.  A  large  steel  v/oven-v/ire  fence 
now  under  construction  will  inclose  an  acre  of  land  to  he  used  as  a  large 
exercising  pen  for  the  breeding  foxes  as  well  as  for  those  selected  for 
pelting.  The  erection  of  a  small  guard  fence  for  inclosing  foxes,  to 
determine  methods  of  controlling  ascarids  affecting  these  animals,  and 
the  construction  of  rahhit  hutches  have  been  completed.  At  present  there 
are  14  rabbits  on  the  farm,  and  plans  are  being  made  to  increase  the  breed¬ 
ing  stock  to  50  pairs,  which  will  represent  the  various  utility  breeds. 

Two  mimeographed  circulars  on  Chinchilla  rabbits,  Bi-883,  "Breeders 
of  Chinchilla  Rabbits,"  and  Bi-885,  "Chinchilla  Rabbits  for  Meat  and  Fur," 
are  now  ready  for  distribution. 

Mr.  Ashbrook  visited  muskrat  marshland  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
Maryland  on  May  19  and  20,  in  company  with  trap  manufacturers  of  Chester, 
x-'a,.  ,  to  experiment  with  a  trap  developed  by  them  for  taking  muskrats  alive. 


A  representative  of  a  fur  dressing  and  dyeing  establisliment  of 
Few  York  City,  who  visited  the  B^jjreau  on  May  4  to  discuss  the  present 
rabbit-fur  situation,  reports  rabbit  skins  bringing  higher  prices  this 
year  than  at  any  time  in  previous  years.  This  information  coincides  with 
reports  of  other  rabbit-fur  buyers,  and  indicakes  that  the  rabbit-fur 
business  in  the  United  Sta-tes  is  becoming  profitable. 

GAIviS  AIID  BIRD  RESERVATICIIS 


Practically  all  the  elk  that  had  wintered  on  the  Elk  Refuge,  ¥yo.  , 
had  drifted  back  to  their  summer  raiige  by  May  1.  They  w'ere  .in  good  condition 
as  a  result  of  the  mild  v/inter  season,  during  vdiich  aiigple  forage  was  availabl 

Uarden  George  M.  Wilson,  of  Belle  Fourche  Bird  Reservation,  S.  Dak,  , 
reports  that  the  largest  flight  of  ducks  seen  in  m.any  years  occurred  this 
spring  in  that  locality. 

Warden  Frank  H.  Rose  and  Assistant  VJarden  H.  H.  Hoyt,  of  the  Rational 
Bison  Range,  Mont.,  corralled  approximately  400  buffalo  on  April  16.  These 
animals  will  be  held  in  the  corrals  and  fed  for  a  couple  months,  as  for  the 
past  tv/o  years,  in  order  to  permit  recovery  of  forage  on  the  range. 

Mallard  and  scaup  ducks  are  numerous  this  season  on  Sv/eetwater  Lake 
•nithin  the  Sullys  Hill  Game  Preserve,  D.  DeJo.  ,  and  there  are  also  a  few 
redlieads  and  some  goldeneye  ducks  there.  The  goldeneyes  began  early  in 
May  to  mal-ce  their  nests  in  the  boxes  which,  had  been  put  up  in  trees  for 
them.  Geese  have  not  stopped  for  any  length  of  time  in  this  locality 
during  the  spring,  but  various  flocks  have  been  seen  passing  over  the 
preserve. 
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More  quail  than  usual  have  been  reported  a.t  I'ind  Cave  Game  Preserve 
S,  Dak, ,  this  spring. 


liVEPORTATIOWS 


The  season  for  the  importation  of  quail  from  Mexico  closed  on 
April  30.  The  total  n-jimher  of  birds  imported  during  the  season  v;as  37,134 
25,397  being  brought  in  at  BroArnsville ,  Tex.,  10,000  at  Eagle  Pass,  and 
1,737  at  Laredo.  Most  of  these  quail  uere  shipped  to  points  south  of  the 
Mason  and  Dixon  Line. 


MI  ORATOR  1 -BIRD  TREATY  AiTD  LACEY  ACTS 

T/.  R.  Dillon  vent  to  hew  York  on  April  22  to  consult  officials  of 
the  American  Museum  of  natural  History  and  raalce  arrangem*ents  for  v/ork  in 
connection  v/ith  groujps  to  be  exhibited  at  the  Sesquicentennial  Exposition 
at  Philadelphia,  The  ezdiibits  for  this  Division  v/ill  include  a  mallard- 
duck  hunting  scene,  v/ith  a  painted  canvas  background,  and  a  group  of 
protected  shorebirds,  shov/ing  an  ocean  beach  v/ith  birds  painted  in  the 
backgro-jund  and  mounted  birds  on  a  sandy  beach  built  in  as  a  foreground. 

V.'arden  K.  E.  Roahen  is  recuperating  after  a  recent  operation  at 
St.  Erancis  Hospital,  Peoria,  Ill. 

Harden  B.  E.  Sm.ith  reports  a  trem.endous  increase  in  Maine  in  this 
spring's  flight  of  geese  over  that  of  last  year. 

Migratory-bird  treaty  act  prosecutions  in  Eederal  court  at  Chicago, 
Ill. ,  on  April  22,  resulted  in  the  termination  of  12  cases.  In  one  case 
a  fine  of  $50  was  imposed  and  in  the  rem.ainder  fines  of  $25  each,  in 
addition  to  costs. 

Eighteen  cases  v/ore  terminatea  in  Eederel  court  at  Galveston,  Tex.  , 
on  April  26,  and  fines  totaling  $284  imposed.  The  cases  were  heard  in  a 
special  term  of  court. 

A  violator  arraigned  on  April  29  in  Eederal  court  for  the  eastern 
district  of  Missouri,  entered  a  plea  of  giailty  of  hunting  coots  and  ducks 
from  a  motorboat,  and  paid  a  fine  of  $75.  The  activities  of  Eederal  game 
wardens  on  the  Missouri  River  have  been  effective  in  the  curtailment  of 
the  practice  of  shooting  migratory  v/aterfowl  from  m.otorboats,  a  common 
offense  a  fev/  years  ago. 

A  barber  of  Hillous,  Calif.,  decided  to  handle  v/ild  ducks  as  a 
sideline  and  eventually  sold  several  birds  to  a  Eederal  game  v/arden.  He 
v/as  permitted  to  tell  his  story  in  Eederal  court  am  Sacramento,  Calif., 
on  May  3  end  to  pay  a  fine  of  $100. 
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That  the  trapping  of  v/ild  ducks  contrary  to  the  Federal  game  lav/ 
is  an  expensive  pastime  must  have  keen  strongly  impressed  upon  one  violator 
when  arraigned  in  I'ederal  court  at.  Norfolk,  Va.  ,  cn  May  3,  charged  v/ith 
capturing  37  v/ild  ducks  hy  this  method.  The  . accused  entered  a  plea  of 
guilty  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  $10  for  each  duck  trapped,  or  a 
total  of  $370,  Being  without  sufficient  funds  the  offender  was  committed 
to  jail.  The  fine  was  paid,  however,  on  May  8,  when  he  v/as  released. 

Three  offenders  charged  v/ith  killing  mourning  doves  in  close  season 
were  tried  before  a  jury  in  Federal  court  at  Athens,  Ga. ,  on  April  12.  A 


verdict  of  guilty  was  returned  and 
two  of  the  men  and  $75  against  the 
similar  offense,  submitted  on  uhe  ; 
guilty  and  a  fine  of  $20  each- 

Cases  Terminated  - 

a  fine  of  $150,  each  v/as  iii5)Osed  agaunst 
third.  Two  other  cases  involving  a 
same  day,  v/ere  terminated  by  pleas  of 

Reports  Received  during  April 

Harden 

Cases 

state 

Violation 

Fine" 

Barnes,  Capps* 

2 

Virginia 

Killing  grebes  . 

$10  each 

Berthelot** 

“1 

JL 

Louisiana 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

$25 

Bloxsom 

4 

Virginia 

Shooting  brant  from  motorboat 

$25  each 

Bloxsom,  Stevens**, 

1 

II 

Trapping  ducks 

$370 

Bonniv/ell** 

Bonner* 

7 

Ho. Carolina 

Hnuting  ducks  from  motorboat 

$10  each 

Charlton 

1 

XL  Virginia 

Killing  a  coot  from,  motorboat 

$25 

Creech* 

1 

Missouri 

Killing  ducks  from.  motorboa.t 

$75 

F  ar  Ilham ,  Me  r  r  i  f  i  e  1  d*  * 

,  2 

Hev/  York 

Hunting  ducks,  after  sunset 

$10  each 

Schrader** 

FlemAng* , Randall** , 

1 

Indiana 

Killing  a  snipe  in  close  season 

$10 

Tilton** 

II  ti  II 

1 

II 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$10 

II  It  II 

2 

II 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$1  each 

Hampe* 

4 

Tenas 

Possessing  insectivorous  birds 

$10  each 

II 

3 

II 

Possessing  insectivorous  birds 

$25  each 

II 

1 

II 

Killing  a  grebe 

$12.50 

It 

1 

II 

Possessing  killdeers 

$10  ' 

u 

1 

II 

Possessing  insectivorous  birds 

$12.50 

Holland*,  Fagot** 

1 

J. 

Louisiana 

Possessing  doves  in  close  season 

$25 

Jankowski* 

1 

Illinois 

Killing  a  bittern 

$25  and 
costs 

Jones* 

1 

X 

Virginia 

Killing  a  \700dpecker 

$5 

I'lcGill** ,  Langdon** 

1 

Pennsylvanii 

?v  Possessing  wood  ducks 

$20 

II  ■  II 

2 

II 

Possessing  v/ood  ducks 

$10  each 

Ob  s  cur* 

1 

X 

Louisiana 

Selling  ducks 

$25 

Perry 

n 

X 

Mississippi 

Shooting  at  wood  ducks 

$5 

Pingley 

3 

Maryland 

Hunting  ducks  after  siijiset 

$5  each 

Pingley,  Creighton* 

2 

II  - " 

Hunting  ducks  after  snmset 

$25  each 
and  COS' 
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VJarden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Fine  ^ 

Riddick 

2 

Te:ce.s 

Possessing  sandpipers 

$12. 50  eai 

Riddick,  Hampe* 

2 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

$25  each 

11  ti 

“I 

X 

II 

Killing  snipe  in  close  season 

$25 

I!  II 

1 

X 

II 

Possessing  insectivorous  birds 

$15 

II  11 

n 

X 

II 

Possessing  a  grebe 

$5 

Riddick,  Speckles* 

2 

II 

Possessing  doves  in  close  season 

$10  each 

Ro alien,  Sclioller* 

1 

X 

Illinois 

Possessing  2  v/ood  ducks 

$25  and 
costs 

Scholler* 

4 

II 

Possessing  grebes 

$25  each 
and  costs 

II 

1 

X 

II 

Possessing  a  flicker 

$25  and 
costs 

11 

1 

11 

Possessing  sandpipers 

$25  and 
costs 

II 

2 

II 

Shooting  at  duclcs  in  close  season 

$25  and 
costs 

Schulze* 

2 

II 

Possessing  insectivorous  birds 

$25  each 
and  costs 

Smi  th 

2 

Maine 

Huntinrg  ducks  in  close  season 

$10  each 

Smi  th 

T 

X 

tl 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$8 

Smith,  VJallace* 

2 

II 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$5  each 

Steele,  0.  D, 

T 

X 

Hehraska. 

Killing  a  sual-lor; 

$1 

Steele,  R.  C. 

1 

X 

Washington 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$10  and 
costs 

Tonlcin 

1 

X 

California 

Selling  ducks 

$100 

II 

1 

II 

Possessing  killdeers 

$25 

\7alker* 

2 

Maryland 

Killing  protected  shorebirds 

$5  each 
and  costs 

V/hitehead,  Maghee* 

8 

Georgia 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$20  each 
and  costs 

II  II 

T 

X 

II 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$75 

II  II 

2 

II 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$150  each 

Vth.  i  t  ehe  ad ,  Pool** 

X 

"  Hilling  doves  in  close  season 

Cases  Reported  for  Prosecution 

$10 

Warden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Barmeier 

i. 

.  Missouri 

Killing  a  goose  from  airplane 

If 

2 

11 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Barmeier,  Mr  o  vka* 

2 

II 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Barmeier,  My e  r  s  *  * 

3 

II 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Barmeier,  Ott** 

2 

11 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
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Uarden 

Cases  State 

Violation 

Bertlielot** 

1 

Louisiana. 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  seas 

Bloxsom 

4 

Virginia 

Shooting  hrant  from  motorboat 

Hoffip.an,  Stewart*’ 

^  1 

Alabama 

Possessing  meadowlarks 

Holland* 

1 

Louisiana 

Selling  ducks 

Holland,  Eagot** 

-| 

X 

ti 

Possessing  doves  in  close  seasi 

Kelsey,  Shaver 

5 

Misso'ari 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

II  II 

1 

It 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  seasi 

II  n 

7 

Iowa 

Hunting  decks  in  close  season 

Linehaugh 

2 

Tennessee 

Killing  ducks  in  excess  of  bag 
limit 

Mrovka* 

4 

Missouri 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Oh scar* 

1 

Louisiana 

Selling  ducks 

Soahen,  Hahn** 

1 

Illinois 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

Riddick 

1 

X 

Texas 

Possessing  meadowlarks 

Scholler* 

1 

Illinois 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  -easi" 

Scholler,  Eidler* 

2 

ti 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

Shaver 

13 

Missouri 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

If 

1 

X 

n 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

Shaver,  Schroer* 

6 

II 

Hunting  decks  in  close  season 

Shaver,  Lingle** 

1 

Minnesota 

Possessing  swans 

Steele,  Cooney* 

2 

Iov;a 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  see.son 

Steele,  R.  C. 

2 

\7ashington 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

l/alz* 

3 

Arlminsas 

Killing  duck  from  motorboat 

*  U.  C.  Lep’aty 

Gar.e 

Uarden 

- 

**  Deputy  State 

Game 

SlVClQTi 

i  .  «  *  I 
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GEMRAIi  NOTES 

The  sympathy  of  the  Bureau  is  extended  to  its  Chief,  Dr,  E.  W*  Nelson, 
in  the  death'of  his  brother,  'Ered  Nelson,  of  Winslow,  Ariz.  *  on  June  23* 

Dr*  T.  S«  Palmer  was  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  at  a  conference  of  officials  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico  at  the 
Pan  American  Building,  Washington,  D*  C.  ,  during  the  latter  part  of  June,  to 
discuss' measures  for  preventing  the  smuggling  of  articles  across  the  boundary 
between  the  two  countries  and  suppressing  the  smuggling  of  aliens  into  the 
United' States  throu^  Mexico, 

Talbott  Denmead  represented'  the  Department  at  the  International  Prelimi¬ 
nary  Conference  on  Oil  Pollution  held  at  the  Pan  American  Building  during  the 
week  of  June  8.  Twelve  leading  maritime  powers  participated  in  the  conference, 
V7hich  drafted  recommendations  to  the  participating  governments  maiding  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  oil  or  oily  mixtures  in  certain  coastal  areas  an  international  mis¬ 
demeanor. 


Dr,  A,  K.  Fisher  and  Frank  G.  Ashbrook  visited  the  Bureau’s  Experimental 
Fur  Farm  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N,  Y. ,  on  June  19,  20,  and  21,  Doctor  Fisher 
arranged  for  the  production  of  catnip  plants  at  the  farm,  and  also,  while  in 
New  York  City,  conferred  with  druggists  in  regard  to  obtaining  catnip  oil  from 
commercial  houses  for  use  in  trapping  mountain  lions* 

Lisle  Morrison  and  W*  E-  Dillon  spent  the  vreek  of  June  21  in  Philadelphia, 
where  they  assisted  in  completing  arrangements  for  the  installation  of  the 
Bureau’s  exhibit  at  the  Sesqui centennial  Exposition* 

Guy  W*  Lane,  of  the  Office  of  Accounts,  spent  the  latter  part  of  June  on 
vacation  at  his  home  in  Swayzee,  Ind* 

Mrs*  Jessie  M*  Stabler,  of  the  Office  of  Accounts,  spent  a  two  weeks’ 
vacation  during  the  month  at  Atlantic  City, 


The  sympathy  of  the  members  of  the  Bureau  is  extended  to  E.  J.  Do-wn,  of 
1^  the  Property  Office,  in  the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  on  June  8, 

On  page  3  is  charted  the  organization  of  the  Biological  Survey  as  of 
July  1,  1926,  This  gives  a  complete  r4sum^  of  the  work  of  the  Bureau  and  shows 
I  the  relationships  of  the  various  projects* 

j  The  follopdng  publications  of  the  Bureau  were  issued  in  June: 
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’’Open  Seasons  for  Game,  1926-27,"  compiled  by  Talbott  Denmead.and  E,  L»  ^ 

Earnshaw*  Annual  game-law  poster  (No.  45-Bi).  Received  June  23. 

"Construction  and  Operation  of  Biological  Survey  Beaver  Trap,"  by  Vernon 
Bailey*  Miscellaneous  Circular  No*  69*  Received  June  29# 

Radio  talks  by  members  of  the  Bureau  have  been  broadcast  as  follows: 

Nelson,  E.  W.  "The  American  Bison,"  from  Station  WRC,  Washington,  D.C. ,  on 
May  15,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Delivered  by 
Dr.  Austin  H.  Clark,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution* 

Denmead,  Talbott,  "Let^s  Go  Fishing,"  from  Station  WFBR,  Baltimore,  Md«,  on 
June  15,  A  review  of  fishing  conditions  of  the  past  fifteen  years,  dis¬ 
cussing  needed  legislation  to  protect  the  State* s  food  and  game  fish. 

Manuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  publication  as  follows: 

Goldman,  E.A.  "The  Collared  Peccaries  of  Middle  America." 

Lincoln,  Frederick  C.  "Obituary  Notice:  W*  J,  Bradbury,"  . 

McAtee,  W,  L,  "Birds  of  the  Golf  Course:  The  Flicker,"  "Hawks  Against  Poul¬ 
try,"  and  "Averages  Are  Fundamental  in  Economc  Ornithology." 

Oderkirk,  Galen  C.  "How  to  Get  Rid  of  Rats." 

Oberholser,  Harry  C,  "Migration  of  North  American  Birds:  The  Nighthawks"  and 
"April  and  May  Birds  at  Washington,  D.C." 

Preble,  Edward  A.  "Taxidermy  and  Museum  Exhibition,  by  John  Rowley  (a  review)." 


BIOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

0,  J,  Itorie  left  Fort  Yhkon,  Alaska,  at  the  mouth  of  Porcupine  River, 
on  June  11,  on  the  final  stage  of  his  trip  to  the  headwaters  of  Old  Crow  River, 
a  tributary  of  the  Porcupine,  where  he  will  band  geese  and  other  migratory  wild 
fowl  in  order  that  the  v/inter  ranges  of  the  birds  breeding  in  this  region  may 
be  determined.  In  some  cases  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  birds  breeding  in 
certain  sections  concentrate  for  the  winter  in  somewhat  restricted  areas,  where 
special  measures  for  protection  are  desirable*  The  banding  v/ork  done  at  Hooper 
Bay  in  1924  brought  to  light  a  striking  example  of  this  nature,  and  it  is  I 

evident  that  work  of  this  kind  is  destined  to  prove  of  great  value  in  the  formu¬ 
lation  of  protective  measures* 

T,  H.  Scheffer,  during  the  third  week  of  May,  made  an  investigation  of 
the  ground  squirrels  of  the  Yakima  Valley  in  the  Prosser  and  Kennewick  districts,  j 
Wash*,  in  continuation  of  his  program  for  making  conplete  studies  of  the  life  t 
habits  of  these  important  species.  Four  pairs  of .  the  Yakima  ground  squirrels 
were  placed  in  the  artificial  hibernation  quarters  at  the  experimental  farm  at 
Prosser,  where  they  vail  be  cared  for  until  they  go  into  estivation. 

Dr.  W.  P,  Taylor,  during  his  examination  of  the  range  inhabited  by  the  i 
mule  deer  on  the  Grand  Canyon  National  Game  Preserve,  made  some  observations  i  I 
on  the  white-tailed  squirrels  of  the  region  v;ith  a  vie\7  to  determining  the  | 

desirability  of  capturing  them  for  restocking  purposes,  : 
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As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Preservation  of  IJatural  Areas,  of 
the  Tacson  Natural  History  Society,  Doctor  Taylor  accomcpanied  the  president 
of  the  Summerhaven  land  and  In^rovement  Coirpany,  uith  tv/o  forest  supervisors 
and  two  forest  rangers,  on  an  inspection  of  the  proposed  "Santa  Catalina 
Natural  Area"  in  Marshall  Gulch,  A  tract  of  about  one  square  mile  includes 
the  Santa  Catalina  "Wonderland  of  Rocks,"  as  well  as  a  part  of  the  range  of  the 
bighorn.  The  Society  desires  that  this  area  be  kept  as  natural  as  possible, 
Tdth  no  grazing,  timber  cutting,  cottages,  or  roads,  and  in  fact,  no  modifica¬ 
tion  of  any  sort,  except  as  needed  for  fire  protection, 

Wallace  B,  Grange  continued  during  the  first  half  of  June  his  work  of 
investigating  the  distribution  and  habits  of  the  birds  and  mammals  of  Plorida, 
Points  visited  include  the  Orange  Lake  region,  Branford,  and  Mayo,  J/Ir.  Grange 
spent  a  few  days  in  Washington  late  in  June  on  his  way  to  Michigan, 

E,  C.  Lincoln  left  Washington  on  June  20  for  Great  Salt  lake,  Utah,  to 
band  migratory  wild  fowl  on  their  extensive  breeding  grounds  on  the  marshes  at 
the  mouth  of  Bear  River,  Work  done  several  years  ago  demonstrated  the  value 
of  this  point  as  a  banding  station,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  valuable  results 
will  accrue  from  the  present  operations,  Mr.  Lincoln  will  have  the  full  co¬ 
operation  of  the  State  game  and  fish  commissioner, 

Vernon  Barley  returned  on  June  21  from  a  short  trip  to  Pennsylvania, 
T/here  he  has  been  continuing  his  beaver  work.  Eollov/ing  a  conference  with 
an  animal  trap  company,  of  Chester,  Pa.,  in  regard  to  mailing  traps  for  taking 
muskrats  and  beavers  for  breeding  stock,  he  visited  the  beaver  family  near 
Mifflinburg,  ^vhere  an  old  beaver  and  her  six  young  are  kept  under  observation, 
Tlie  young  beavers,  just  six  weeks  old  on  June  19,  were  found  in  perfect  condi¬ 
tion,  groTdng  and  developing  rapidly.  They  were  not  yet  weaned,  but  were  eat¬ 
ing  leaves  and  twigs  and  many  plants,  besides  a  small  ration  of  rolled  oats. 

The  artificial  house  with  back-door  entrance  seems  to  suit  them  perfectly,  and 
it  requires  little  work  to  keep  them  supplied  with  fresh  poplar,  birch,  and 
other  bushes  for  food, 

A  four-page  circular,  "Construction  and  Operation  of  Biological  Survey 
Beaver  Trap”  (Misc,  Circ,  No.  69),  by  Vernon  Bailey,  came  from  the  press  on 
June  29,  and  coj^ies  may  be  had  on  request.  The  beaver  trap,  invented  and  pat¬ 
ented  by  Mr.  Bailey  and  dedicated  to  the  use  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
is  designed  chiefly  for  capturing  beavers  alive  for  control  and  propagation  and 
can  be  manufactured  by  anyone  for  personal  use  or  for  sale,  ^ecif ications  and 
directions  for  construction  and  details  of  operation  are  fully  described, 

ALASNA  INVESTIGATIONS 

Dr.  Preston  S,  Wlritney,  of  Pairbanks,  Alaslra,  has  been  reappointed  by 
the  Secretax-y  of  Agriculture,  effective  July  1,  as  Alaska  Game  Commissioner, 
representing  the  Pourth  Judicial  Division  of  the  Territory,  for  a  four-year 
term.  Doctor  ’Wxitney  has  been  a  member  of  the  Commission  since  March,  1925, 
when  he  was  first  appointed  with  the  establislment  of  the  Commission, 
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ECONOMIC  INVESTIGATIONS 

Chas.  G.  Poole,  leader  of  predatory-animal  control  in  California, 
sends  T/ord  that  no  unfavorable  reports  have  been  received  from  the  old  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  territory  in  Tuolumne  County  and  the  Stanislaus  Ecrest 
and  that  the  danger  of  a  recurrence  of  the  disease  among  deer  is  practically 
eliminated.  ' 

G.  M.  Trickel,  senior  administrative  assistant  in  Colorado,  spent 
practically  the  entire  month  assisting  nev/  hunters  in  predatory-animal  work, 
and  in  the  course  of  his  operations  in  May  he  reports  practically  no  loss  on 
the  lambing  ranges  from  coyotes  or  bobcats. 

Hunter  VA  J.  Nearing,  in  carrying  out  his  work  on  a  ranch  near  Eruita, 
Colo. ,  was  successful  in  taking  a  650-pound  bear  that  had  been  making  a  series 
of  raids  on  the  rancher ‘s  herds.  Its  stomach  contained  three  small  lambs, 
which  the  bear  had  evidently  gulped  a  short  time  before  capture. 

The  manager  of  a  large  livestock  company  of  Dubois,  Idaho,  reports  that 
coyotes  are  scarce  on  the  north  end  of  the  Targhee  project  and  that  losses 
from  these  animals  have  been  very  light.  Not  long  ago  this  conpany  employed 
night  shooters  against  coyotes. 

Sympathy  is  extended  to  Hunter  N.  E.  Cozzens,  of  Cokeville,  Nyo. ,  whose 
2-year-old  son  died  on  May  31. 

Cattlemen  of  the  Naibab  country  on  the  Arizona  strip  adjacent  to  Utah 
have  conplained  for  several  months  of  damage  by  a  pair  of  timber  wolves,  and 
many  unsuccessful  efforts  have  been  made  to  catch  them.  Recently,  however. 

Geo.  E.  Holman.,  leader  of  predatory-animal  control  in  Utah.,  detailed  Hunters 
Willis  and  Rasmussen  to  that  section,  and  after  several  days  the  old  she-wolf 
was  trapped,  and  "Blackie,"  Mr.  Holman* s  thoroughbred  foxhound,  backt railed  and 
led  the  hunters  to  her  den.  Near  it  were  the  carcasses  of  eight  colts,  a  number 
of  calves,  four  deer,  and  part  of  a  full-grown  horse.  Three  of  the  wolf  pups 
were  killed  and  one  was  captured  alive,  and  by  automobile,  train,  and  parcel 
post  forwarded  about  300  miles  to  Mr,  Holman* 

0.  E.  Stephl,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Montana,  and  S.  E.  Piper,  of 
the  eradication  laboratory,  have  been  experimenting  on  both  the  P.ichardson  and 
Aimatus  ground  squirrels  in  the  vicinity  of  Monida,  Mont* 

Albert  M.  Day,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Wyoming,  writes  that  an  idea 
of  the  damage  done  by  ground  squirrels  in  Cokeville  may  be  gained  by  noting  the 

loss  of  water  through  their  burrows  along  irrigation  ditches.  On  one  ranch 

were  15  holes,  25  feet  below  a  small  ditch,  within  a  radius  of  15  feet,  and  the 

\7ater  was  bubbling  up  a  foot  or  more  high  as  it  drained  and  brolss  out  through 

the  holes.  Two  ranch  hands  had  been  working  for  more  than  a  week  trying  to 
stop  the  breaks  and  had  throm  approximately  400  sacks  of  dirt  in  to  plug  the 
leaks.  In  one  instance,  the  water  had  washed ‘'a  hole  3  feet  wide,  4  feet  long, 
and  5  feet  deep  in  the  bottom  of  the  ditch.  It  was  necessary  to  flume  the  break, 
and  the  superintendent  of  the  ranch  stated  that  the  whole  hillside  would  have  to 
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"be  flumed  'unless  the  gro'ond  squirrels  v/ere  checked*  He  also  stated  that  in 
three  years  gro\ind  squirrels  ha've  caused  afe  least  $5,000  damage  in  loss  of 
v/ater,  damage  to  crops,  and  "breaks  in  ditches*  Mr*  Piper  is  experimenting  in 
this  district  on  various  poison  mixtures  to, "be  used  against  the  ground  squirrels^ 

Galen  C.  Oderkirk,  of  the  eastern  rodent-control  district,  has  spent  tno 
T/eeks  carrying  on  successful  rat-control  demonstrations  in  Wisconsin.  At  one 
demonstration  rat  holes  in  a  poultry  house  were  dusted  with  crude  calcium 
cyanide  and  tv/elve  rats  driven  out,  Burrov/s  were  then  excavated  and  110  dead 
rats  removed.  An  area  of  'approximately  10  "by  20  feet  v/as  treated  in  this  demon¬ 
stration, 

FOOD  HABITS  RESEARCH 

¥ 

C."  C.  Sperry  went  to  Austin,  Tex, ,  in  the  middle  of  June  to  make  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  a  body  of  water  used  as  a  city  reservoir  and  to  determine  in  what  way 
it  could  be  made  more  attractive  to  waterfowl. 


FUR  RESOURCES 

Mr,  Ashbrook  -visited  during  the  month  a  large  fox-breeding  estate  at 
North  East,  Pa,,  and  also  at-tended  a  meeting  of  the  Wisconsin  Fox  Breeders* 
Association  at  Milwaukee  and  Wausau,  Wise, 

D,  Monroe  Green  spent  several  days  early  in  the  month  at  Saratoga 
Springs,  N.  Y, ,  inspecting  animals  at  the  Experimental  Fur  Farm  and  conferring 
with  Dr,‘  Karl  B,  Hanson  regarding  the  construction  of  a  new  building  for 
rabbits  and  also  plans  for  a  number  of  hutches  of  an  improved  type.  An  experi¬ 
ment  is  to  be  started  at  the  farm  to  ascertain  the  feasibility  of  raising 
rabbits  in  yards  instead  of  hutches.  Tv/o  large  runv/ays,  to  accommodate  be- 
tv/een  25  and  50  animals,  are  being  constructed,  and  the  stock  vdll  be  kept  in 
these  yards  for  a  full  year,  Mr.  Green  stopped  in  New  York  on  his  return  to 
confer  \7ith  a^  veterinarian  of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  who  is  conducting 
extensive  experiments  in  rabbit  diseases.  Particular  attention  is  being  given 
to  a  disease  called  snuffles,  with  a  viev7  to  discovering  some  remedy  that  may 
be  used  as  a  preventive  and  cure. 

Four  mimeographed  circulars,  Bi-880,  ''Breeders  of  Fancy  Rabbits,"  3i-881, 
("Breeders  of  Utility  Rabbits,  "Bi-887,  "Breeders  and  Purchasers  of  Guinea  Pigs," 
and  Bi-889,  "Publications  on  Trapping,"  have  been  issued  recently  and  copies 
ma-y  be  had  on  request. 

GAME  AND  BIRD  RESERVATIONS 

Mr,  Goldman  left  on  June  12  for  Hot  Springs,  Ark,,  where  he  represented 
the  Bureau  at  the  Sixth  National  Conference  on  State  Parks,  June  14  to  16, 
liThile  in  Arkansas  he  visited  Big  Lake  and  Walker  Lake  Bird  Reservations  and 
inspected . various  other  areas  within  the  State  to  determine  their  suitability 
for  bird  refuges. 
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Frank  Bond,  chief  clerk  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  for  the  past  19  years,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Biological 
Survey,  effective  June  29,  to  make  special  investigations,  of  Federal  lands 
in  connection  with  the  eata7Dlishment  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River  YJild  Life 
Refuge*  Mr,  Bond’s  long  experience  and  service  in  the  General  Land  Office  have 
given  him  exceptional  qualifications  for  this  work,  and  in  addition  he  is 
uell  kno\7n  as  an  ornithologist  and  has  long  been  interested  in  the  conserva¬ 
tion  of  the  wild  life  of  the  country.  As  an  official  of  the  Bureau  he  will 
represent  the  Department  on  the  United  States  Geographic  Board,  of  which  he 
has  been  cha-irman  since  the  resignation  of  Dr,  C»  Kart  Merriam,  first  chief 
of  the  Biological  Siirvey*  Mr.  Bond  began  his  government  career  in  1882  as  a 
surveyor  in  Wyoming,  and  for  a  short  time  after  coming  to  Washington  served 
under  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  connection  with  drainage  investigations. 

Most  of  the  birds  that  frequent  lake  Malheur  Reservation,  Oreg, ,  were 
nesting  ea,rly  in  June,  In  a  recent  trip  around  the  refuge  Warden  Benson  counted 
in  one  locality  about  5,000  gulls  (California  and  ring-billed),  30  Caspian 
terns,  and  one  pair  of  glossy  ibises,  and  saw  one  nest  of  night  herons.  The 
colony  of  pelicans  on  Pelican  Island  within  the  reservation  has  been  destroyed 
by  range  stock  and  predatory  birds  and  animals. 

Warden  L,  1.  Bryan,  of  Big  Lake  Reservation,  Ark* ,  reports  that  a 
number  of  wood  ducks  and  doves  are  nesting  on  all  parts  of  the  refuge.  With 
four  assistants  he  has  recently  con^leted  cutting  a  strip  8  feet  x^ide  around 
the  xjest  border  of  the  refuge  and  blazing  the  trees  along  this  strip, 

A  recent  report  from  Warden  Wesley  D.  Parker,  of  Sully  Hill  Game  Pre¬ 
serve,  K.  Dale.,  states  that  four  fine  young  Canada  geese,  brought  there  by 
their  mother,  are  being  raised  in  the  bird  yard  at  the.  preserve  headquarters, 
where  it  is  believed  they  vd.ll  be  more  likely  to  thrive  than  out  on  the  pre¬ 
serve.  Thirty-two  goldeneyes  were  counted  recently  on  Sweetwater  Lake  within 
this  preserve,  but  no  young  birds  of  this  species  have  been  seen  there.  Many 
young  mallards^  however,  have  been  hatched. 

The  following  number  of  buffalo  calves  have  been  reported  at  the  various 
big-game  preserves;  Bison  Range,  85,  four  of  which  have  died;  Wind  Cave  Preserve, 
21;  lliobrara  Reservation,  14;  Sullys  Hill  Preserve,  2,  Elk  calves  and  deer  fawns 
have  been  noticed  at  the  Bison  Range  but  no  count  of  these  has  been  obtained* 

Two  young  antelope  have  been  seen  at  Wind  Cave  Preserve* 

Two  young  buffalo  were  shipped  in  May  from  the  Bison  Range,  Mont.,  to 
the  city  park  at  Wadena,  Minn, 

Fred  M*  Dille,  warden  of  Hiobrara  Reservation,  Hebr.  ,  states  that  of 
the  many  ducks  that  wintered  at  the  reservation,  only  three  pairs  of  teal  re¬ 
mained  to  nest. 

A  v/ater spout  occurred  on  June  15  at  Wind  Cave  Game  Preserve,  S.Dalc, , 
washing  out  three  crossings  of  the  game  fence  on  Cold  Springs  Creek  where 
there  were  no  flood  gates,  and  badly  damaging  the  fence  on  the  east  and 
south  sides.  The  warden  succeeded  in  repairing  some  of  the  damage  before 
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ni^t,  making  the  fence  safe  ■until  more  extensive  repairs  could  he  made  to 
prevent  the  animals  escaping.  About  3  1-2  inches  of  T/ater  and  hail  fell  in 
15  minutes,  and  lightning  set  fire  to  several  trees*  A  hunch  of  buffalo, 
coming  dOT7n  the  creek,  stampeded,  vhen  a  holt  of  lightning  struck  about  300 
yards  from  them,  and  ran  as  far  as  could  he  seen  in  the  opposite  direction 
from  the  fence,  thus  preventing  the  possibility  of  their  escape  from  the 
preserve  through  the  fence.  Several  robins,  one  duck,  and  a  feu  muskrats 
T/ere  the  only  birds  and  animals  found  dead, 

liffORTATIOHS 

There  has  been  a  noticeable  increase  recently  in  the  importation  of 
black  bears  from  Canada,  Iroring  the  month  from  May  15  to  June  15  permits 
■were  issued  for  the  entry  of  57  bears  from  Alberta,  Manitoba,  Ontario,  and 
Quebec,  These  animals  are  intended  for  e:<±iibition  purposes  and  uere  consigned 
to  10  States  from  Massachusetts  to  California, 


MIORATORY-BIRI)  TREATY  AlTD  LACEY  ACTS 

Harold  P,  Sheldon,  fish  and  game  commissioner  of  Vermont,  has  been 
appointed  chief  United  States  game  warden  by  Secretary  Jardine  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  George  A,  La\7yer,  He  will  assume  his 
duties  early  in  J'uly,  The  experience  gained  by  Sheldon  as  State  game  com¬ 
missioner  of  Vermont  d-uring  the  past  five  years  well  qualifies  him  for  his  new 
work.  Before  his  appointment  as  State  game  commissioner  Mr,  Sheldon  was  an 
assistant  editor  of  the  Office  of  Publications  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
at  Washington,  VThile  in  Washington  after  the  war  he  studied  law  and  took 
special  courses  at  both  Georgeto\7n  and  George  Washington  Universities,  He  is 
author  of  many  articles  relating  to  fishing  and  shooting  and  the  conservation 
of  wild  life.  During  the  World  War  he  served  in  Prance  as  first  lieutenant  in 
the  102d  manhine-gun  battalion,  and  was  later  made  captain.  His  services  at 
the  front  riexe  ended  by  a  serious  wound  received  in  action,  from  which,  ho\7ever, 
he  has  fully  recovered. 

To  assist  14r.  Sheldon,  Talbott  Denmead  will  continue  to  serve  as  deputy 
chief  United  States  game  v/arden. 

The  first  edition  of  the  ann'ual  game-law  poster,  containing  the  open 
seasons  for  game  during  the  season  1926—27,  came  from  the  press  on  June  23,  and 
is  now  available  for  distribution. 

Warden  Z.  P,  Roahen  vouches  for  the  follov;ing  as  a  "true  duck  story," 
and  not  a  "fish  story":  A  wood  duck  built  its  nest  in  a  tree  in  the  school- 
yard  located  in  the  center  of  the  town  of  Bath,  Ill,,  and  a  few  weeks  ago 
hatched  out  eight  little  ones  and  several  persons  saw  it  march  them  dov/n  the 
main  street  to  the  river.  One  little  duck  was  slightly  h'urt  in  falling  from 
the  tree,  but  was  picked  up  and  taken  to  the  river  and  t'urned  loose  with  the 
others. 
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Charged  v/ith  the  sale  of  three  wild  ducks,  a  resident  of  Hacksneck,  Va«, 
f  was  arraigned  in  Eederal  court  at  .Norfolk,  Va. ,  on  May  13,  He  entered  a  plea 
of  guilty  and  paid  a  fine  of  $50,  Evidence  in  the  case  v/as  obtained  by  Wardens 
Bloxsom  and  Stevens, 

Eor  hunting  ducks  in  Marion  County,  Mo,,  on  February  21,  a  violator  ar¬ 
raigned  in  Federal  court  at  Hannibal,  Mo.,  on  May  24,  entered  a  plea  of  guilty 
and  was  fined  $100,  Another  offender  arraigned  in  the  same  court  on  the  same 
•date  charged  with  killing  and  possessing  wild  ducks  in 'the  closed  season  paid 
a  similar  fine.  Wardens  Barmeier  and  Mrovka  obtained  the  evidence  in  these 
cases. 

Arraigned  in  Federal  court  at  St,  Louis,  Mo,,  on  June  1,  a  violator 
charged  v/ith  killing  a  v;ild  duck  in  St.  Louis  County  on  April  1,  upon  a  plea  of 
guilty  \7as  ordered  to  pay  a  fine  of  $100, 

Apprehended  for  hunting  wild  ducks  on  Api'il  14,  in  Lucas  County,  Ohio, 
two  offenders  on  arraignment  in  Federal  court  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  on  May  17,  entered 
pleas  of  guilty  and  v/ere  each  fined  $50  together  T7ith  costs  of  $13  each.  Evidence 
was  obtained  by  Warden©  Charlton  and  Pomeroy, 

If  the  imposition  of  a  large  fine  will  serve  to  lessen  the  killing  of 
plume-bearing  birds  and  traffic  in  the  plumage  thus  obtained,  there  should  be 
few  violations  of  this  character  in  Florida  in  the  future.  On  May  31,  in  Federal 
court  at  Miami,  a  violator  c^,arged  v/ith  the  unlavrf'ul  possession  of  237  backs 
of  the  American  egret  and  17  backs  of  the  snov/y  heron,  entered  a  plea  of  guilty 
and  Was  ordered  by  the  court  to  pay  a  fine  of  $450, 

Each  year  there  is  an  increased  cost  for  hunting  wild  ducks  after  sunset 
on  the  Potomac  River,  A  violator  arraigned  on  this  charge  in  Federal  court  at 
Alexandria,  Va. ,  on  June  7,  upon  a  plea  of  guilty  was  fined  $50,  One  other 
offender  arraigned  on  the  same  date  on  a  similar  charge  received  a  suspended 
sentence  of  one  year  during  good  behavior. 

A  case  of  unusual  interest  was  recently  unearthed  by  Federal  'Game  Warden 
Bertrand  E.  Smith,  at  Lubec,  Me,,  involving  the  possession  and  sale  of  eggs  of 
gulls  on  June  10,  1925,  Evidence  w^  obtained  showing  that  the  accused  sold 
11  1/2  dozen  and  had  on  hand  approximately  100  dozen  gull  eggs.  Federal  prosecu- - 
tion  of  the  offender  has  been  recommended. 

United  States  Game  Warden  John  Q.  Holmes,  of  Orleans,  Nebr. ,  recently 
obtained  evidence  against  a  person  residing  at  Wilcox,  Nebr, ,  that  during  April;^ 
ft  1926,  he  traded  a  box  of  shotgun  shells  for  a  sandhill  crane.  He  was  arraigned^'' 

^  in  State  court  on  May  21,  charged  with  purchasing  a  wild  bird,  entered  a  plea 
of  guilty,  and  paid  a  fine  of  $100  together  v;ith  costs, 

W.  R.  Dillon  went  to  Pleasantville^  J, ,  on  June  17  to  confer  with 
Warden  P.  K.  Hilliard  in  regard  to  matters  pertaining  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  migratory-bird  treaty  act. 
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Cases  Terminated  -  -  Reports  Received  .during  I‘-ay 


Warden  ,  * 


Cases 


Barmeier.  1 

Barmeier,  Mrovka*  1 
"  "  1 
Bloxsom,  -Stevens**  1 
Brown*  1 

Charlton,  Pomeroy**2 


Hoffman,  Boggrell*  5  . 


Hoffman,  Moody** 


Hoffman,  Moody, 
and  Armstrong** 


Holland*  '  1 
Holmes  2 
Pacetti  1 
Pingley,  Creighton*! 
Roahen,  Pidler*  2 


Roahen,Scholler*  1 


Shaver 

Smith 

Stukel*,  Hall** 
Tonkin 


1 

1 

2 

1 


Hoffman,  Ohs cur* 


State 


Warden 


Barmeier 


Missouri 

M 


Virginia 

Alahama 

Ohio 


Alahama 


Louisiana 

Missouri 

Plorida 

Virginia 

Illinois 


lOWf 


Miruiesota 

Maine 

Minnesota 

California 


Louisiana. 


Violation 


Killing  ducks  in  close  season  . 
Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  in  close  season  ’ 
Selling  ducks  ' 

Killing  woddpeckers 

Shooting  at  ducks  in  close  season 


Killing  doves  in  close  season 
”  Killing  doves  in  close  season 


Hunting  doves  in  close  season 


Selling  ducks 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  plumage  of,  egrets 
Hunting  ducks-  after  sunset 
Posses  sing..  V70 o  d  ducks 


Possessing  \70od  ducks 


Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  seaspn 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Selling  ducks 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset  and 
hunting  killdeers 
Selling  ducks 


Cases 


Cases  Reported  for  Prosecution 

State  '  Violation 


Pine 


ii 


$100 
$100 
$100  • 
$50 
$10 

$50  each 
and  costc 
of  $13 
each 
$10  each 
and  costs 
$10  and 
costs 


$10  and 
costs 
$10 

$1  each 

$450 

$50 

$5  each 
and  costs 
of  $10.17 
each 
$15  and 
costs  of 
$15.61 


$10 

$10 

-$5 

$25  each 


$25 

$10 


1 

2 

1 

2 


Barmeier, Heller*, Creech*  2 


Missouri 

It 

n 

n 

II 


Barmeier, Heller* , Creech* , 
and  Perrier*  2 

Barmeier  2 


n 

Kansas 


Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
Killing  ducks  in  close  season 
Possessing  a  goose  in  close  season 
Shooting  at  geese  in  close  season 
Possessing  and  transporting  ducks 
in  close  season 

Possessing  and  transporting  ducks  j 
in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
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Warden 

Cases 

State 

Brown* 

1 

North  Dakota 

Bunney*,  Holmes 

1 

Nebraska 

Charlton,  Pomeroy**' 

2 

Ohio 

Creech*,  Riedinger* 

1 

Missouri 

Creech,  Perrier* 

1 

n 

Perrier* 

1 

It 

Pleming* 

PlemingjBravy** , 

3 

Indiana 

Johnson** 

1 

It 

Pi eming , Ro  th*  * , Randall*  *  1 

11 

Jankowski* 

1 

Illinois 

Kelsey 

1 

South  Dakota 

Riddick 

1 

Texas 

If 

1 

Schroer* 

1 

Missouri 

Shaver,  Raeth* 

1 

Wisconsin 

Smith,  Poley* 

1 

Maine 

Steele* 

2 

Missouri 

Stukel** ,  Shaver 

2 

Minnesota 

Whitehead 

2 

Georgia 

II 

6 

ti 

Violation 

Possessing  a  goose  in  close  season 
Killing  a  goose  in  close  season 
Shooting  at  ducks  in  close  season 
Shooting  at  ducks  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Possessing  a  duck  in  close  season 
Haunting  ducks  in  close  season 
Killing  a  duck  in  close  season 
Possessing  a  loon 
Killing  sandpipers 
Possessing  sandpipers 
Shooting  at  ducks  in  close  season 
and  from  a  motorboat 
Possessing  woodpeckers  and  one 
killdeer 

Killing  a  duck  in  close  season 
Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 
Shooting  at  ducks  after  sunset 
Killing  robins 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 


*  U.  S.  Deputy  Game  Yfarden 

**  Deputy  State  Game  Warden 
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GElTEilAL  hOlES 

Doctor  ITelson  left  Washington  on  July  11  for  and  Hinnasdta,  to 

hold  conferences  nith  the  Governor  and  the  SfatQ  gano  narden  of  lo’va 
and  others  in  connection  with  the  adxainistration  of  the  Tipper  Mississippi 
River  Wild  Life  and  Pish  Refuge.  Ee  also  made  an  inspection  trip  of 
the  refuge,  from  Davenport ,  Iona,  to  Wabasha,  Minn.,  a  distance  of  a- 
hout  200  miles,  Hie  trip  nas  made  in  the  Bureau  of  pishcriea^  sv/ift 
poner-hoat  Mallard  trith  H.  L.  Canfield,  representing  the  Bureau  of  pish- 
eries,  r/hich  is  united  nith  the  Biological  Survey  in  the  administration 
of  this  refuge.  W.  T.  Con,  superintendent  of  the  refuge,  nith  Rudolph 
Dieffenhach,  land  valuation  engineer,  and  S,  B.  Hall,  attorney,  all  of 
the  Biological  Survey,  rzith  headqua.rtcrs  at  Winona,  acconroanied  Doctor  • 
Felson  on  the  trip  in  order  tliaY  o21  phases  of  the  nork  of  piuchasing 
lands  for  the  refuge  and  their  administration  might  he  discussed  along 
the  nay.  The  weather  was  reported  pleasant  and  the  scenery  heautifud. 

As  a.  resudt  of  the  trip  Doctor  Helson  is  convinced,  that  there  is  op- 
porkniity  there  for  doing  a  greak  work  in  wild~lifo  conservation,  and 
states  that  the  people  all  along  the  route ,  e.'spressed  deep  interest  in 
the  development  of  the  refuge,  iimong  the  most  interesting  fcatiures  of 
the  trip  were  the  ohservakions  madn  on  the  many  islands,  aggregating 
about  15,000  acres,  still  ovned  by  the  Pederal  Government  in  the 
Mississippi  River  within  the  limits  of  the  refuge  and  mad.e  pert  of  it 
oy  executive  ord.er.  Most  of  them  are  wooded  and  add  greatly  to  the 
picturesque  beauty  of  the  river  within  this  great  refuge. 

Dr.  C.  H.  Edmundson,  professor  of  zoology  in  the  University  of 
Honolulu  and  zoologist  of  tho  Bishop  Museum  of  Honoludu,  visited  the 
Bureau  on  July  27.  Ho  was  introduced  in  the  various  offices  by  Dr. 

W.  B.  Bell,  a  former  classmate.  Doctor  Edmundson  is  making  a  trip  a— 
round  the  world  studying  museum  organizakion  and  administration  and 
zoological  problems  generally. 

Messrs.  G.  E.  Simmons,  W.  K,  Cuyler,  and  Young,  members  of  the 
South  Atlantic  Exped.ition  of  the  Cleveland  Museum  of  Hakural  History, 
wnich  returned  to  Chanleston,  S.  C.,  on  June  4,  visited  offices  of  the 
Bureau  on  July  6.  They  have  been  spending  the  past  two  and  a  half  years 
collecting  biological  specimens  from  the  museum*  s  schooner  Blossom  in 
South  American  countries, 

A  complete  list  of  the  personnel  of  the  Biological  Survey, 'with 
addresses,  is  given  in  this  number  of  THE  SURVEY  beginning  on  page  10. 

Mrs.  A..  B.  Morrison  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  T.  S.  Palmer  spent  the  last 
week  in  July  on  vacation  at  Cape  May,  F.  J. 


E.  J.  Cohr-an,of  the  Ofiicft  of  Accoxints,  has  returned  from  a  va¬ 
cation  Bpent  v'ith  his  sioter  at  Rock  Island,  Ill. 

Tr.os.  E.  Jacohy,  of  the  Administration  Office,  and  Mrs.  Ja-COhi. 
spent  several  days  in  the  early  part  of  June  on  a  motor  trip  to  Allen¬ 
town  and  other  points  in  Pennsylvania. 

Manuscripts  have  “been  submitted  for  outside  publication  as  follows; 

Gabrielson,  Ira  IT.  "Some  of  Oregon’s  Predatory  Birds." 

Jewett,  Stanley  G.,  and  Ira  U.  Gabrielson,  "Birds  of  the  Portland  Area." 
Lincoln,  Eedcrick  C.  "Death  of  Young  Phoebes  Due  to  Overfeeding?" 

Mcxltce ,  Yr.  L.  "natural  Enemies  of  Insects  in  the  Philippines." 

McAtee,  W.  L.,  and  J.  R.  Malloch,  "On  Megaridinae  and  Canopinac  (xlemipt..ra 
Pentatoraidae)  . 

Mullins,  D.  A.  "A  77eck  ”lth  a  Government  Hunter." 

Oberholscr,  Harry  C.  "J'une  and  July  Birds  About  Washington." 

Poole,  Charles  G.  "Bobcats." 

The  following  radio  tails  was  delivered  on  July  26; 

Young,  Stanley  P.  "A  Brief  Synopis  of  the  Work  of  the  Biological  Survey," 
from  Station  XOA,  Denver,  Colo. 


BIOLOGICAL  IITVESTIGATIOITS 

F.  C.  Lincoln  has  been  located  in  the  marshes  at  the  mouth  of 
Jordan  River,  near  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  since  J'une  29,  engaged  in  band¬ 
ing  ducks  and  other  waterfovl  on  the  extensive  breeding  grounds  there - 
A  preliminary  survey  of  the  situation  indicates  that  he  will  divide  his 
time  between  the  Jordan  River  and  the  Bear  River  marshes.  Conditions  re¬ 
garding  numbers  of  birds  are  favorable,  but  the  rank  growth  of  water  plants 
makes  their  capture  a  matter  of  some  difficulty.  Molting  had  begun  early 
in  July,  and  young  birds  were  abundant.  Some  birds  suffering  from  alka¬ 
line  poisoning  v;ore  found,  but  no  other  malady  was  in  evidence.  During 
the  first  few  days  more  than  300  ducks  were  banded.  Efforts  will  also 
bo  made  to  band  other  species,  including  white  pelicans. 

Dr.  U.  P.  Taylor,  stationed  at.Ti’.cson,  Ariz.,  in  company  rath  a 
plant  ecologist  of  the  Carnegie  Institution,  inspected  the  rodent  ex¬ 
perimental  areas  early  in  June.  Follorring  this  they  attended  a  con¬ 
ference  at  Albuquerque,  L.  Mcx. ,  held  to  insure  closer  cooperation  be- 
t\reen  orgaaiizations  interested  in  attacking  problems  growing  out  of 
the  effect  of  animal  and  plant  life  on  agriculture,  forage  maintenance, 
and  forestry,  especially  in  the  Southwest. 

T.  H.  Scheffer,  of  Puyallup,  Fash.,  d'oring  June  made  many  observa¬ 
tions  on  the  life  habits  of  tho  smaller  ground  squirrels  of  his  region 
and  on  the  small  rodents  that  live  partly  in  the  runways  of  the  moles. 
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Vernon  Bailey  left  Washington  on  July  3  for  Yello\;stono  Park,  ^y®- 
He  expects  to  spend  a  month  or  more  uith  members  of  the  Sierra  Club  of  Can 
Erancisco  assisting  in  their  stu-dies  of  r/ild  lifo- 


The  Pidelis  Committee,  consisting  of  the  uomen  of  Biological  In¬ 
vestigations,  v/hich  organized  on  Jan'oary  14,  1925,  for  the  purpose  oi 
furthering  the  r/ork  of  the  Division  by  gaining  a  more  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  its  Various  activities  ar.d  their  relation  to  the  Bureau  as 
a  whole,  held  its  last  meeting  before  adjournment  for  the  summer  on  July  15. 
Officers  were  elected  to  servo  for  sin  months  f o'.Llowang  the  convening 
of  the  Committee  in  October.  Mrs.  Viola  Snyder  was  chosen  chairman  and 
Miss  Ruth  Richards  secretary. 

John  M.  Holzworth  and  Lee  Parsons  Davis,  of  Few  York  City,  left 
on  July  27  for  a  hunting  and  exploring  trip  to  tho  Rock;,’'  Mountadns  south 
of  the  Peace  River  Pass,  British  Col'umbia,  where  they  will  collect  speci¬ 
mens  for  the  Biological  S'uivoy.  This  region,  "which  ha.s  teen  twice  visited 
by  Mr.  Holztvorth,  is  particularly  interesting  from  the  fact  that  it  is 
the  meeting  or  intorgrading  gro'und  for  different  forms  of  mou'itain  sheep 
and  caribou,  specii;iens  of  -which  are  especially  desired  for  the  Eiological 
B-urvey  collections. 


ECONOMIC  INVESTIGATIONS 

A..  YI.  Moore,  junior  biologist  in  Oregon,  has  completed  his  col.lege 
work  and  reported  for  duty  the  first  part  of  June.  One  cf  the  problems 
arising  in  Oregon  this  month  was  the  infestation  of  the  new  arboretim 
at  Corvallis  by  Peromyscus,  which  were  destroying  the  pine  seeds.  Rolled 
oats,  melon  seeds,  and  walnut  meats  were  tried  as  baits.  The  walnut  meats 
gave  the  best  results  and  the  damage  is  reported  stopped. 

Just  a  year  ago  work  was  started  in  training  section  crews  under 
the  direction  of  P.  N.  Gabrielson,  leader  of  redent  control  in  Oregon, 
cf  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  in  Oregon,  in  the  control  of  pocket 
gophers  along  right  of  ways.  Last  summer  A.  W.  Moore,  assistant  in 
rodent  control,  visited  every  section  crew  on  the  Southern  Pacific  lines 
in  the  Willamette  Falley  and  gave  demonstrations  in  tho  use  of  clover 
poison.  Southern  Pacific  engineers  report  that  strychnine  is  now  fur¬ 
nished  to  section  crews  just  as  are  all  other  supplies  and  thoi  they 
have  obtained  excellent  results.  There  ha.s  been  a.  marked  decrease  in 
the  track-leveling  work  necessary  since  the  clcaning-up  of  the  pocket 
and  similar  methods  of  control  in  other  sections  of  the  rail¬ 
road  TTill  be  atten^Jted. 

Leo  K.  Couch,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Washington,  has  made 
a  survey  of  eight  farms  on  Bunh  Prairie,  Th-urston  County,  to  check  up 
on  pocke't-gopher  damage.  Parmers  reported  losses  ranging  from  $50  to 
$1,000,  and  a  number  of  trapping  demonstrations  were  given  to  render 
immediate  relief  where  the  pocket  grophers  were  taking  truck  crops.  As 
a  result  of  a  demonstration  on  a  fruit  ranch  south  of  Olympia  50  pocket 
gophers  were  trapped,  each  one  taken  where  damage  was  evident.  In  the 
nursery  more  than  100  raspberry  plants  had  been  destroyed. 
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irurini^  tlie  past  ysar  the  tork  of  Chas.  fi-.  Poole,  leader  in  preda¬ 
tory-animal  control  in  California,  kas  Doon  very  successfifl  in  renewing 
confidence  among  stockmen  in  the  intensii'e  operations  that  hiave  "been 
carried  on  in  their  counties.  Mendocino  Co'unty  shows  an  5.ncrease  in 
the  sheep  ranged  over  the  numtor  two  years  ago,  of  from  TO, COO  to 
80,000,  hocause  of  the  reduced  coyote  menace,  a„-d  i'  is  thought  that 
it  can  he  reduced  still  fi^mther  and  mopt  do;7n  so  a  n-n-i  ..vm. 

Hunter  Roy  Goyn,  of  Colorado,  during  the  latter  part  of  May  was 
successful  in  taking  a  small  hear  that  had  heen  ranging  hetroer  East  -and 
Fest  Muddy  Creeks.  Examination  of  the  stomach  contents  disclosed  at  least 
one  dozen  hkae— grouse  eggshells,  hesides  a  quantity  of  sheep  meat  and 
wool . 


Hunter  Frank  Hohoson,  of  Oregon,  assisted  hy  Reservation  Harden 
G.  M.  Benson,  has  heen  detailed  to  clean  up  the  ravens  and  other  preda¬ 
tory  birds  and  animals  on  Malheur  LaZae  Bird  Reservation,  Those  birds 
destroy  annually  untold  thousands  of  eggs  and  newly  hatched  young  of 
ducks,  geese,  and  other  waterfowl.  During  Juno  524  of  those  predators 
were  killed  on  or  adjacent  to  the  reservation. 

While  on  a  field  trip  in  Lawrence  County,  S.  Dak.,  Lo-oj-s  Hnorlos, 
loader  of  prodatorj’-armmal  control  in  that  State,  was  informed  hy  the 
superintendent  of  tho  United  States  Trout  Hatchery,  at  Spoa.rfish,  that 
during  the  past  t’ce  years  '.•'oodchucks  had  been  coning  down  during  the 
heat  of  the  summer  to  a  spring  that  supplies  water  to  some  of  the  hatch- 
ing  and  rearing  troughs  and  so  fouling  and  roili:.g  the  water  thal  it 
caused  considerable  loss  01  trout  fry.  Mr.  .Knowj.GS  placed  two  poison 
hoards  containing  salt  and  coyote  poison  on  a  r5m— rock  lod^o',  and  in 
t\70  days  29^dGad  wooo-chucks  wore  coamtod.  A  small  supply  of  the  poisoned 
salt  was  Icj-t  with  the  supcrinteiidciit ,  and  Mr.  Knowles  has  since  received 
a  note  saying  that  all  danger  from  woodchucks  had  been  ended  for  this 
season. 


Soars  M,  Willis  was  successful  during  the  early  parr  of  the  month 
in  cleaning  up  the  remainder  of  the  wolf  pack  along  the  .^rlzcna^Utaii 
line  raexibioncd  in  last  months  s  SURVEY.  The  old  male  was  caught  in  a 
trap  011^ Juno  6,  and  two  more  pups  w/cro  killed  with  poison.  It  was  found 
on  examining  tho  old  wolf  that  it  xia,d  lost  part  of  one  of  its  feet  in 
a  trap. 


FOOD  HABITS  RESEARCH 

Mr.  McAtee  visited  during  tho  month  a  country  home  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  considerable  success  hoc  boon  had  in  tho  propagation  of 
waterfowl.  E;quipmcnt  and  methods  were  studied  and  photographs  taken. 

Sperry  want  to  Winona,  Minn.,  to  ina;agura.te  the  season’s 
^^^^-^ckiood  surveys  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  River  Wild  Life  Refuge 
and  on  the  lakes  of  Minnesota.  Francis  M.  Uhlcr  has  boon  detailed  from 
tho  Washington  office  to  work  with  Ucil  Hotchkiss  on  tho  refuge > and 
Varren  IT.  Keck  and  Charles  F.  btilwill  will  continue  surveys  of  Minnesota 
lakes  in  southeastern  couwtios  of  the  State. 
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Itorman  K.  Bigelov;,  formerly  of  the  University  of  foro.-jo, 

Been  given  a  temporary  appointment  for  the  sruiuaer  months  to  v;ork  on  the 
files  of  the  Division. 

EUR  RESOURCES 

Mr.  Ashhrook  and  Dr.  Karl  3.  Hanson  ef’.dre seed  the  students  of 
the  Husch  Eox  Breeding  School,  at  north  East,  Fa.,  on  Jcu'.'e  22  and  2U. 
Doctor  Hanson  spoke  on  the  importance  of  sanitation  and  prevention  of 
disease,  and  Mr.  Ashhrook  on  practical  fur  farming. 

.  Mr.  Ashhrook,  on  June  26,  inspected  six  fox  ranches  in  Wisconsin, 
the  largest  silver-fox  enterprise  in  the  r/orld,  representing  an  invest¬ 
ment  of  more  than  $3,000,000.  During  the  1926  Breeding  season  1,8:34 
pairs  of  foxes  on  these  ranches,  raised  7,400  pups,  an  average  of  more 
than  4  pups  to  the  litter.  On  June  29,  he  r-ent  to  Wausau,  Wis.,  rhere 
he  spoke  at  the  summer  school  of  the  Wisconsin  Eox  Breeders'  Associa/cion. 
More  than  400  fox  farmers  uere  attending  the  session. 

D.  Monroe  Green  spent  several  days  in  Hew  York  during  the  x^eek 
of  July  12,  assisting  officers,  of  the  national  Rahhit  Eederation  and  the 
Hahhit  Breeders'  Exchange  in  investigating  market  conditions  and  arrang¬ 
ing  for  the  sorting,  grading,  and  sale  of  a  large  shipment  of  rahhit 
skins  from  the  Pacific  coast.  Prices  for  rahhit  skins  are  higher  than 
earlier  in  the  year  hut  on  account  of  the  cloak  makers'  striloe  in 
Feu  Fork  City,  all  rau  furs  are  moving  slouly  and  buying  is  not  active, 
iiccompanied  hy  Dr.  Benjamin  Scl'kartz  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal.  Industry, 
and  the  president  of  the  Fatioiial  Rahhit  Eedereticn,  Mr.  Green  conieri’ed 
uith  scientists  of  the  Roclccfeiicr  Institute  relative  to  snuffles  and  c 
coccidiosis,  which  are  causing  hea.vy  mortality  among  rahhits. 

GA.l]  fllD  BIRD  RESERVATIOFS 

Qn  recommendation  of  the  Secretahies  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Interior,  the  creation  of  a  new  bird  reservation,  to  he  known  as  the 
Johnston  Island  Reservation,  was  authorized  hy  the  President  by  order 
of  June  29,  1926,  for  the  protection  of  native  birds  on  tx-.u  small 
islands  in  the  Pacific  Oceau,  about  500  miles  south  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  Reservation.  The  new  reservation  is  naned  for  the  larger  of 
the  two,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  long  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide. 
The  smaller,  Sand  Island,  is  about  half  as  large.  From  t3.me  hiTmemorial 
these  islands  have  been  the  breeding  grounds  for  thousauds  of  -“aterf o'.tI . 
When  a  former  lease  on  the  islands  eupired,  the  Governor  of  Hawaii 
pointed  out  that  because  they  were  now  available,  a  bird  reservation 
should  be  created. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aimer  P.  nelson 
on  the  birth  of  a  daughter  on  J''uLy  15.  Mr.  Kelson  is  xx'arc-sn  of  the 
Elk  Refuge  at  Jackson,  Fyo. 

Tlie  dry  spring  and  increased  forage  cover  on  tne  Bison  nahge 
have  been  beneficial  to  the  game  birds  there.  Many  large  coveys  of 
Chinese  pheasants,  blue  grouse,  and  sharp- tailec'.  grouse,  t';o  coveys  ox 
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H’ungo.rioja  pr.rt ridge s ,  era  onU  ci  rpn?.!  110011  seen.  T-ic  qnail  nj'- 

pcexcd  for  the  first  tine  o.t  the  Range  this  spring  and  have  apparently 
nested  there.  Ducks  also  arc  ■unusually  plentiful. 


A  hoffalo  calf,  the  ir.O'chcr'Cf  Tiiich  diid  in  the  feeding  pens, 
is  Doing  raised  a.t  hee.d quarters  a.t  tic  Dison  Range,  ‘‘^.■ght  elk  ?ne  dc-- 

ing  held  op  a  portion  of  the  range  nhere  the  i.r  ■L'’i...e-  -i  '-u  a", 

port'unity  to  odserve  the  extent  to  uhich  they  feed  on  certain  plants. 

The  nesting  colonics  of  "birds  at  Lake  rialhcur  Bird  Reservation, 
Oreg.  ,  ha.vc  deen  handicapped  dy  Ion  n-ater,  uhich  pennits  'bhd  enemies  01 
the  dirds  to  approach  the  eggs  and  yo'ung.  The  large  g-oll  colony  has 

deserted  this  refuge  and  gone  to  a  suamp  a.dout  five  miles  north,  hany 

young  ducks  and  coots  ha.vc  deen  dying  at  Lake  halhour  Reservatren  mom 
a  sickness  similcn  to  that  nhich  killed  groat  ironders  a.t  this  rofugo 
last  fall. 


More  than  3,000  persons  crossed  Rind  Cave  ITatiOxirl  Park,  rithin 
nhich  is  located  Rind  Ca,vc  Game  Prcscrvc.  S.  Dak.,  on  Ji'ly  4.  This  is 
the  largest  ii'uradcr  tha.t  ha.d  over  visited  the  Pmk  in  one  da.y.  A  Ir.rgo 
n-umder  of  visitors  adco  passed  through  on  J'udy  5. 


A  clouddurst  occriTod  at  the  Rind  Ca.vo  Preserve  on  July  3  and 
destroyed  tno  sections  of  the  fence  south  of  the  Gave  in  the  Park  and 
dadly  damaged  the  game  fence  on  Cold  Springs  Creek.  The  nrarden,  nith 
a  force  of  assistants,  succeeded  in  making  the  fence  safe  late  the  ncx-. 
da.y.  One  d'offalo  csccncd  to  the  outside  of  the  inclos'ui-c  for  a  snort 
time . 


The  long  period  of  dry  Y/oatlicr  at  the  Ella  Rcfr^c  has  groakly 
rctandod  the  grouth  of  forage  not  "under  irriga.tion,  dut  it  is  Dclicvod 
that  the  irrigated  hay  lands  mill  yield  an  average  crop,  laracn 
Aimer  ?.  ITclson  spent  a  ucek  in  J"unc  on  the  Teton  Game  Preserve,  lehcre 
he  assisted  rangers  of  the  i'orcst  Service  in  "ca.gging  elk  calves.  This 
uork  is  doing  done  in  order  to  odtrln  information  relative  to  mi¬ 
gratory  movements  of  the  elk. 


U.  S.  Game  Randen,  B.  J.  Pacetti  reports  that  Bird  Key  of  Tortuga 
Keys  Bird  Reservation,  Pla,. ,  is  fast  mashing  amay.  He  fo'uad  "the  re¬ 
fuge,  homever,  covered  uith  terns,  the  majority  of  mhich  mere  noddy 
terns.  Darden  Bethel  states  that  there  has  oocn  a  notadlc  incrca.sc 
in  the  dirds  at  this  ref  rage  this  year. 

A  female  Tvhitc—tailcd  deer,  adout  ten  yca.rs  old,  and  for  some 
yeans  the  only  animal  of  that  species  at  S"ullys  Hill  Game  Preserve, 

F.  Dak.,  died  there  recently.  Adout  30  z-^oung  mallards  and  50  yovr^ 
goldeneyes  arc  reported  on  STjcctmatcr  Lake  mi  thin- this  preserve. 
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V,’ardcn  Errjik:  F,  Hose  reports  th'^t  the  v.atcr  level  has  been  held 
nearly  constant  in  Fine  Pipe  I.ird  Ecscrva.tion,  Ilont . ,  this  suiu'.icr,  and 
o,s  a  result  cat-tails  and  doch  hc.vc  grom  up  around  the  edge  to  a.  consid¬ 
erable  extent,  and  much  more  duck  food  is  in  evidence.  C.oots  a.rc  irumcrous, 
T/ith  young  from  a  few  days  to  tv/o  or  throe  weeks  old,  c.vcroging  two  to 
five  young  to  the  pair.  Ducks,  paxticularly  mallards  and  blue-winged  teal, 
arc  numerous  with  large  broods  of  young.  Several  hun/lrcd  grebes  and  terns 
nested  on  Fine  Pipe  d.uring  the  season;  sandpipers  and  killdocrs  were  scon, 
but  shorebirds  arc  not  numerous. 

Falter  ¥,  Spaulding  has  been  appointed  assistant  reservation  warden 
and  F,  S.  deputy  game  warden  a.t  Elackbeard  Zsland  Eird  Reservation,  Ga. 

Elton  C-  Hotchkiss,  clerk  in  the  Wint^a  off  ice  ,  Upper  Mississippi 
River  ¥ild  Life  and  Pish  Refuge,  visited  the  Washington  office  canly  in 
the  month. 


MIGRATORY-BIPJ)  TREAPf  MD  LACSY  ACTS 


E.  P.  Sheldon,  newly  appointed  chief  United  States  game  waxden,  re¬ 
ported  for  duty  on  14.  Mr.  Sheldon  left  Washington  on  dulj'  28, 

for  points  in  Texas,  to  conduct  oraJ.  examinations  of  clig5.blGS  for  the  pos¬ 
ition  of  Uliitcd  Startes  game  warden  whcDpa.sscd  the  written  civil-service 
examination  held  in  rcccmbcr,  1924. 

Pcdcral  Game  Warden  Kenneth  P.  Roahen,  of  Peoria,  Ill.,  spent  sev¬ 
eral  days  in  the  ffeshington  office  during  the  lad  ter  part  of  uuly. 

Warden  W.  H.  Ransom,  of  Spokane,  Wash,,  conducted  a.  division  exhibit 
at  the  7th  annua.l  Fational  Spertsmen  and  Pouu’ists*  Fair,  at  Spokane,  from 
June  23  to  25.  Fc  reports  thak  of  a.  tot'^d  of  more  than  32,000  persons  who 
paid  admission  to  the  fair,  great  numbers  expressed  interest  in  the  cxliibit. 
Several  thousand:  circulars  and  pamphlets  relative  to  the  work  of  the  Bureau 
were  distributed. 

Reports  reached  the  Bureau  about  the  rriddlo  of  J^iiy  tha.t  thousands 
of  martins  had  ostablishcd  obnoxious  roosts  in  and  nc'-r  Fewport,  Ark. 

The  townspeople  desired  to  kill  the  birds,  but  upon  the  advice  of  the 
Bureau.,  TJ.  S.  Deputy  Game  Warden  Harric  recommended  other  methods  of 
control,  a.s  turning  the  fire  hose  on  them,  shooting  Roman  candles  through 
trees  aftor  dark,  hanging  bright  or  noisy  objects  in  trees,  or  using 
blanla  black-ioowdcr  shotgun  shells.  The  Fewport  city  officials  showed. 
a  spirit  of  cooperation,  and  the  remedies  suggested  were  tried  with  ex¬ 
cellent  success.  After  clearing  up  the  situation  in  Fewport,  Mr  Harris 
proceeded  to  Cotton  Plant  and  Brinkley,  iirk. ,  and  other  points  in  that 
section,  to  recommend  similar  methods  against  objectionable  bird  roosts. 

Ten  persons  charged  iiith  violating  the  migratory— bird  treaty  act 
by  hunting  wild  ducks  after  sunset  were  arraigned  during  the  Ma..y  term  of 
Federal  court  at  Aberdeen,  U.  Dak.  All  entered  plca.s  of  guilty  .rnd  cr.ch 
was  fined  $25.  The  eases  were  obtained  by  Federal  Game  mrden  Kelsey. 

Warden  P.  K.  Hilliard,  of  Rlcasantville ,  IT  .  J.,  v/ac  rather 
seriously  injured  in  an  automobile  accident  on  July  14. 
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Ecdcrrl.  Sprin~f icld,  Ill.,  v.x.s  tiic  scene  of  ei’ich  ectevity 

oil  Juno  22  and  23,  as  far  as  the  prosecution  of  rai,gratory‘-'bi-'d  Lreaty- 
C'.ct  coses  vo.s  concerned,  when  53  offenders  were  i.rraisned.  one  ease 
was  d’  spoEcd  of  hy  a  plea  of  nolo  contendere  mi  the  others  "oy  pleas 
of  feiiilty.  JL  fine  of  $15  in  each  ease  wsis  assessed,  together  r/ith  costs 
totaling  $675.  Warden  K.  E.  Hoahen  detained  the  cYidcr.ee  in  18  of  the 
cases,  Deputy  Game  Warden  Mrovka,  6,  and  the  rcnnlndcr  were  distributed 
omong  Warden  0.  D,  Steele  and  Deputies  Dlackwell,  Sehoiler,  exA  ilostcj. . 
The  offenses  consisted  of  hunting  wild  ducks  asftcr  sunset,  sollr.ng  cuer:s, 
md  hunting  during  the  close  season. 


Mrs.  Jennie  M.  TThippo,  clerk  in  this  Division,  was  on  extended 
leave  during  the  month  visiting  her  parents  in  Pennsylvania, 


Cases 

T’eminated  - 

-  Reports  Received  During  Jure 

TTcrdcn 

Ca.scs 

State 

Violation 

pine 

pla-chTwell* 

1 

Illinois 

Selling  ducks 

$3  5  and  costs  c 
$61.33 

ij 

1 

n 

Selling  ducks 

.$15  and  costs  o 
$25.15 

Hampe* 

1 

Eexa-s 

Selling  ducks 

$50  and  a  5- 
r.iontlis  sus¬ 
pended  jail 
sentence 

Eof fnan , Doggrell* 

1 

jalaoama 

killing  doves  in  close  season 

$10 

Ecffman,Mocd;^  '• 

1 

II 

Killing  doves  in  close  scape:. 

$10 

Haffman , Ohs cur* 

1 

Loud  Sana 

Selling  ducks 

$10 

>1  II 

1 

II 

Selling  ducks 

$25 

Eelsey 

13 

S.  .mkiota- 

.rllunting  ducks  after  s'oi'.sct 

fa  n*::  ^ 

II 

1 

It  II 

Possessing  a  loon 

$10 

'1 

1 

II  II 

Poscssing  ducks  in  storage 
in  close  season 

$10 

Mcstcl* 

2 

Illinois 

Hunting  ducks  after  smeset 

$15  c'-.ch  and 
costs 

Mrovkak 

6 

II 

Hunting  ducks  a,ftcr  s^mset 

$15  each  and cos 

Riddick 

1 

Eexas 

Sailing  sandpipers  and  snipe 

$50  and  a  sus¬ 
pended  jail 
sentence  of 

3  months 

II 

1 

n 

Selling  ducks 

$100 

Rcahen 

1 

Illinois 

Possessing  wood  ducks 

$25  and  costs 

!l 

4 

II 

Hunting  ducks  aft:r  suiesct 

$15  each  and co.-: 

II 

14 

ii 

Possessing  ducks  i:a  storage 
in  close  sca.so:a 

$15  each  and 
costs 
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VYrdon 

RoaliciiJ-Lolin** 

Schollor* 

Stoolc,  0.  D. 
Steele,  Roalaen 
Steele,  R,  c. 
Shaver,  Moore** 

Shaver,  Stuklc** 


i.'ardcn 

Baruicier 

Riddick 

<1 

Smith 

'iThitchcad 

I! 


Cases 

V  ;i  o  1  n  t  T  or 

Fine 

1 

Illinois 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 

$15 

and 

costs 

in  close  season 

1 

Tl 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage 

in  close  season 

$25 

1 

11 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$15 

and 

costs 

1 

1! 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  sca.son 

cpl5 

and 

costs 

2 

Washington 

Hunting  ducks  alter  sunset 

^20 

each 

1 

Minnesota 

Possessing  aucks  in  storage 

$10 

in  close  season 

1 

II 

Hunting  ducks  after  sruisct 

$5 

Cases 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

9 


Cas£B  Hoported  Prosecution 

Stake  Y'i  ol  ?„t  i  on 


Missouri 

Pexas 

tl 

Maine 

Georgia 


Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
Helling  saudpipers  uid  snipe 
Selling  ducks 
Selling  gull  eggs 
Killing  doves  in  close  season 
possessing  doves  in  close 
season 


U.  S.  Deputy  acanc  Warden 
Deputy  State  Gaiiic  Warden 


PERSOiniEL  OF  THE  HUEEi.U  OF  BICLOGIC/Jj  SUHYEY 
(Unless  otherwise  specified,  addresses  arc  Uashingtor.,  D.  C. 


GElTEPJi  /J):,IINISTIlA.TION 


Dr.  S.  W.  Fclson,  chief  of  birrcau 
W.  C.  Henderson,  assistant  chief  of  t'orcau 
Mrs,  A,  B.  Morrison,  assistant  to  chiof  of  bureau 
Thos.  S.  Jacoby,  secretarial  cleric 

OFFICE  ADMINISTRATION 

E.  J.  Thompson,  in  charge,  busincBs  operations 
Elizabeth  M.  ODjnstcd,  stcnographcr—clcrk 

Accounts 


E.  J.  Cohnan,  in  charge 

Guy  U.  Lane,  auditor  and  acting  in  charge 

Anna  Ilontgcmcry,  senior  auditor 

Edith  J.  Smith,  allotment  cleric  and  auditor 

Mamie  S.  Cro\7,  head  bocldcccpcr 

Mrs.  Jessie  11.  Stabler,  bookkeoper 

J.  E.  D.  Milton,  auditor  end  assistant  booklcccpcr 

Mrs,  Mary  P.  DcKnight,  stenographer 

Froporty 

A.  P,  Ueinorth,  in  charge 

E.  J.  Doun,  assistant  property  clerk 

Mails  -and  Files 

Hyman  Licbman,  in  charge 
Philip  S'.  McCr.bbin,  mail  clerk 
Rosa  S.  J.  Koch,  file  clerk 
Russell. E.  Cai'pontcr,  messenger 
Raymond  Eatebn,  messenger 
D.  Alan.  Dryer,  messenger 

Custodial  (Q.uartcrs)  Service 

Mary  H.  Hopkins 
Elva  E,  Plater 
Dora  E.  Wilkins 

manuscripts:  and  publications' 

W,  H.  Chccscman,  editor 

Paul  H.  Ochscr,  editorial  clerk 

W.  F.  Bancroft,  in  charge  of  distribution  and  photographs 
Nelson  H.  Kent,  photographer 

Roberta  M.  Taylor,  typist  and  photograph  file  clerk 
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Edward  A.  Goldman,  ‘biologis’l  in  cliart^c 
Lisle  Morrison,  assistant 
Erank  Eond,  administrative  assistant 
Clara  Enth,  stcnoAran/j.cr-clGik 
Ethel  11.  Jett,  stenographer 

BIG-GA'£E  PEE, SERVES 

Fchrsiska:  lliograra.  Ecservation 

Ered  M_»  Dillc,  r/arden.  Talent inc 

north  Dakota:  Sullys  Hill  Fati  onal  Gaiao  Presor/o 

% 

Uoaley  D.  Pa,rkor,  warden,  Eort  Totten 

Montana:  Fat i onal  3is.'0n.  Range 

Erank  H.  Rose,  warden,  Moiesc 
H.  H.  Hoyt,  assistant  warden,  Moiese 
Mrs.  Irene  E.  Kinney,  clerk,  Moiesc 

South  Eakota:  Wind  C-avo  llatienal  Game  Preserrve 

A.  P.  Chalmcru,  warden,  Hot  Springs 
Wyoming:  Elk  Refuge 

Aimer  P.  Ifclson,  warden,  Jackson 
BIEL  HSEUGES 

Arkansans:  Big  Lake  Reservation 

L.  L.  Bryan,  warden,  Hornersvillc ,  Mo. 

Florida: 

Mosquito  Pnlct  Ecservation 

B.  J.  Facetti,  warden,  Fonco  Park 
Tampa  Bay  Group 

H,  F.  Bennett,  warden.  Box  215,  H.  B.  Fo.  1,  St.  Petersburg 
Tortugas  Keys-  a:id  Key  Test  Reservations 

Ludwig  Bethel,  warden,  1401  Fewton  Street,  Key  West 
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BIVI3I0U  OE  G-M'3  iilTD  BlIiB  ItESLEVRTIOI'S— Cont inuod 

BIRD  ESEUGEG — Contiimcd 

Gcorp;!?.:  Ele.cIvoccJd  Islcjid  Ecscrvc,tion 

*Eowe,rd  E.  Coffin,  warden,  Scipcloc 
*UohnE.  Casey,  assistant  T/arden,  Sapoioc 
TJaltcr  iT.  Spa'olding,  assistant  warden,  Sapoloo 

Hawaii :  Hawaiian  Islands  Ee sensation 

Gerrit  P.  TTilder,  warden,  1930  UalaHoa,  Street,  Eonolnlu 

Idaho;  Minidoka  Reservation 

**C.  P.  Gleason,  ^-ardon,  Rupert 

Montana: 

irinc  Pipe  Reservation 

**C.  H.  Dexter,  warden,  Ronan 
Pablo  Reservation 

C.  Ma.ycr,  warden,  Pablo 
Pillow  Creole  Reservation 

**M.  C.  Marvin,  warden,  Gilnan 
Febraska:  Horth  Platte  Reservation 

**Tf,  R.  Jones,  warden,  Minatarc 

Few  Mexico;  Carlsbad  Ecsenration 

E.  poster,  warden,  Carlsbad 
**Henry  C.  Holcomb,  assistant  warden,  Lalrewood 
P.  Middleton,  assistant  imrdcn,  Carlsbad 

Oregon;  Lake  Malbour  B'escrvation 

L.  E.  Hibbard,  supervisor,  Bvrns 
George  E.  Benson,  warden.  Voltage 

South  Dalaot.n.;  Belle  powreho  Reservation 

V 

George  M.  Pilson,  warden.  Belle  Forrche 

Fotes: 

*  Coopora.tivc  warden 
** Cooper a.tive  wr'rder. 
Reclamation  Scrvic 
employee . 
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D IVISIOH  OF  GTlffi  UH  BIRD  RESERl’ATlOjl:  o j. ue 

Utah:  Strawberry  Talley  Roservation 

L.  liJhittcmorc ,  ?/ardcn,  Provo 

Washinig:ton:  Concor.ully  Reservation 

**Ghas.  ¥l.  Conger,  warden,  C.onconull^’ 


UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  ..WILD;  LIRE  _41TD  EISH  EEEUC-S  (Hdqrs.  Ecdcral 
luilding,  Winoim,  Minn.) 

P.  T.  Cox,  superintendent 

Rudolph.  Eicffcnhach,  land  valuation  engineer 

Stanly  1,  Hall,  attorney 

C.  R,  Hallowcll,  land  valuation  assistant 

Otto  E-  Mueller,  land  valua.tion  assistant 

RoUert  M..  Rutherford,  forester 

Harold  ¥.  Hicks,  junior  forester 

Chalmor  JTackson,  transitman 

Elton  C.  Hotchkiss,  senior  dork 

MclUa  A:  Eatdorf ,  stenographer 

Mahon  A.  McCann,  stenographer 

EIVISIOlvT  OE  ECONOMIC  IIU/ESTIG-ATIOITS 

Dr.  A.  K.  Fisher,  senior  hiologist,  in  charge 
Dr.  W.  B.  B-cll,  hiologist 
Ehner  R.  Scholl,  stenographer 
Charlotte  C..  Watson,  stenographer-clerk 
Mrs.  Helen  C.  Wood,  typish-clcrk 


ERADICATION  METHODS  LABORATORY 

Stanley  E.-  Piper,  associate  hiologist,  in  charge  305  Railroau  Bldg.  , 
Denver,  Colo. 

E.  E.  G-arlou^i,  acsocia.tc  hiologist,  211  post  Office  Bldg.,  Berkeley, Ca 
E.  E.  Horn,  assistant  hiologist,  305  Railroad  Bldg . ,  Denver,  Colo. 

H.  E.  Williains,  assistant  hiologist,  305  Railroau  uldg- ,  Denver,  Colo. 
H.  L.  Jones,  clerk,  305  Railroad  Bldg . ,  Denver,  Colo. 

E.  F.  Lowery,  skilled  lahorcr,  305  Railroad  Bldg. ,  Denver,  Colo. 
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DIVISION  OF  ECOHGilC  ir\n^.STIGAT:0:cTG- -Conti niie d 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Eastern  United  StntcG  Eiotrict 

James  Silver,  leader 

E.  11.  Jarvis,  assistrait  oiologiced  aid 

E.  M.  llills,  junior  "biologist  (on  dotall  in  HasLington,  jj.  C. 

G.  C.  Oderkirk,  junior  "biologist,  Purdue  University,  Lafayette, 

Arizona 


D.  A.  Gilehrist,  leader.  Box  765,  Phoenix 

E.  E.  poster ,  junior  "biologist ,  Tucson 

L-  H.  Davenport,  clerk,  Box  765,  Phoenix 

California 

Joseph  Keyes,  leader,  1015  L .  Street,  Sacramento 

K.  G.  Hansen,  junior  "biologist,  San  Jose 

Hannah  C.  Eiggin"bottom,  clerk  1015  L.  Street,  Sacramento 

Colorado — 305  Custom  House,  Den ^rcr 

L.  L.  Laythc,  lea.dcr 

D-  D.  Green,  junior  "biologist 
Idclla.  Ustrud,  clerk 

Idaho 

E.  Crouch,  leader,  Box  13,  Boise 
T.  B,  Murray,  junior  biologist.  Box  602,  Pocatello 
P.  T.  Quick,  clerk.  Box  502,  Pocatello 

Kansas — ^Extension  Division,  S.ta.tc  Agricultural  College,  lianhattam 

A.  E.  Oman,  leader 

Roy  Moore,  assistant  biological  aid 

Esther  D.  Baldwin,  clerk 

Montana — ^Extension  Division,  State  College  of  Agriculture,  Bo.s^man 


0,  E-  Stcphl.  leader 

E»  C.  Cates,  junior  biologist 
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DIVISION  OF  ECONOMIC  IITVESTirrATJOES— Gonti.med 
RODEITT  CONTROL — 00111111116(1 

ITevada- — 450  Gazette  Bldg.,  Reno 

E.  R.  Sans,  leader 

E.  H.  Richards,  assistant  ‘biologist 

Few  Mexico — 313  l/2  Feet  Central  Avenue,  Alhucuerque 
A.  E.  Gray,  leader 

u,  C..  Gatlin,  assistant  'oiological  aid 
E-  J.  Melton,  junior  ‘biologist 
Edward  Edgington,  junior  Biologist 
Fanna  M..  Eintzley,  clerk 

Oregon — 515  Eost  Office  El(?g.,  Eortland 

Ira  F.  Ga'hrielsan,  leader 
Hoy  Eugate,  junior  Biologist 
A.  F-  Moore,  junior  Biologist 
Adelaide  E.  Ring,  clerk 

South  Bakota — 265  Post  Office  ELdg. ,  Rapid  City 

F.  E.  Fells.,  leader 
Sue  G.  Platt,  clerk 

Eezas — 422  Oppehneiiner  Bldg.,  San  Aatonio 

L.  C.  Fliitehead,  leader 
M;.  M.  Smith,  clerk 

Utah— 204  Atlas  B-ldg.,  Salt  Lake  City 


R.  Scott  Zimmerman,  leader 

A.  L.  Eridenstine,  jrnior  Biologist 

John  T.  Paradise,  clerk 

Fashing ton 

Leo  E.  Couch,  leader.  State  Capitol,  Oljmpia 
John  Finley,  jrnior  Biologist,  Puyallup 
PeBorah  Filliams,  clerk.  State  Capitol,  Olympia. 

Fyoming — Extension  Division,  College  of  Agriculture,  BBiiversity  of 
Fyoming,  Laramie 

A.  M.  Day,  leader 

G.  F.  Eoyd,  junior  Biologist 
A.  S.  Hamm,  field  assistant 
George  E.  Colv/ell,  agent 
RoBerta  Manlove,  clerk 
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I'HE  SUS-YHY 

Tin  3TH  \^Y  Division  OF  ECO'JOMIC  IITV3STIGATICITS— Continued 
PEEDATORY-MIIvIAL  COITTHOL 

Gcncrcl-  Field  CpcrationG 

J.  Stoklcy  Ligen,  cuper^usor,  Fort  Stod'.ton,  Fcx. 

Arizona — Box  765,  Fnocnix 

M,  E.  Muegruve ,  leader 
L.  H.  Davenport,  clerk 

California — 1015  L.  Street,  Sacrenento 

Charlcc  G.  Poole,  leader 
Pc.  K.  Sterrart,  aociotant 
William  F.  Poison,  assistant 
Hannah  C.  Higginhottom,  clerk 

Colora.do 

Stanley  P.  Foung,  lca,dor,  505  Custou  Hor.se,  Denver 
JJ.  W.  Crook,  aosistant,  Monte  Vista 
George  IL.  Frickcl,  a-csistant,  Montrose 
Idclla.  Ustrud,  clerk,  505  Custcn  House,  Denver 

Idaho 

L,.  X.  Goldman,  loader.  Box  416,  Gooding 
Samuel  Driggs,  a-dminictrativc  assistant,  Shoshone 
Leo  S.  I^vitchcll,  administrative  ansistont,  Dubois 

Illinois 

C.  E.  Gillham,  coopera-tive  agent  in  charge,  Pittsfield,  Ill, 

Montana — Eox  1251,  Billings 

H.  E,  Bateman,  leader 
Florence  'iJ.  Stev/art,  clerk 

ITcvada 

i 

E.  H.  Sana,  leader,  450  Gazette  Bldg.,  Heno 
A.  L.  H.asmusscn,  administrakivc  ansistant,  Sly 
Edna  Thomas,  clerk,  450  Gazette  Bldg.,  Puono 

llcr^  Mexico — 313  l/2  West  Central  Avenue,  Albuquerque 


E.  F,  Pope,  Icahor 

E.  L.  Pincau,  a.drainist native  a.ssistant 
¥.  A.  Mullins,  adminis tractive  ansistaht 
Wanna.  M.  Kintzlcy,  .clerk 
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PIYISIO^  0?  F.COHOMIC  IIWESTIGATIONS— Contimiod 

PREDATOlTf-AiTIlvy'i  CON YEOL— C  Ont  iiiucd 

Oregon — 515  Post  Office  Bldg. ,  Portland 

Stanley  G.  Jenett,  leader 

Elmer  TTilliamc,  adminictrative  accictont 

H.  S.  clerk 

South  Dakota  and  Nc'bra.eka 

Louie  Kiionlcc,  leader,  265  Poet  Office  Bldg.,  Lapid  City,  S.  Dak. 

Glj/'dc  P.  Brigge,  jmiior  c-upervieor,  Chrm'bcrlain,  S.  Dak. 

S.UC  S.  Platt,  clerk,  Eapid  City,  S.  Dak. 

Lexae 

Q.  E.  London,  loader,  422  Oppcnlicimcr  Bldg. ,  San  Antonio 

0.  L>  Coleman,  adminictrakivc  ancictant,  Canyon 

M.  L.  Smith,  clerk,  422  Oppenheimer  Bldg. ,  San  Antonio 

Utah — 204  Atlane  Bldg. ,  Salt  Lalcc  City 

G.  E.  Holman,  leader 

Edward  Paemuccen,  a.dminictrativc  OvCcictant 
John  uT,  Panadicc,  clerk 

Uaahinyton — -Stale  Capitol,  Ol^mipia. 

Dr.  Glen  R.  Bach,  Icrlcr 

H.  ¥.  Dotync,  a-dminictralivc  aacictant 
DchoraJi  Filliainc,  clerk 

Fyomi ng» 

C.  Jl  Bayer,  loader,  Stale  Capitol,  Cheyenne 

H.  P.  Filliamc,  adminiotralivo  accietant,  38  Wcc,t  Lrunda^go 
Street,  Slier i dan 

E.  M.  Muco,  clerk.  Stale  Capitol,  Cheyenne 
DIVISIOH  OP  EUR  RESOIjEGES 

Prank  G.  Achhrook,  hiologict  in  charge 

D.  Monroe  Green,  accictant  in  rahhit:  invcGtigalionc 

Dx.  Karl  S.  Hancon,  in  charge  of  Expcrimontal  Pur  Earm,  Saratoga 
Springe,  ff.  T. 

S..M.  Arnold,  coopcralor,  Lalional  Aceocialion  of  the  Pur  rnductry,  11. 
Elcio  Galloway,  ctenographcr-clork 
Mrc.  Grace  Marshall,  clerk- typict 
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.  DIVISION  0?  EQCD  IJIBITS  REGBiO.CH 

YT.  L.  IlcAtcc,  eccnoric  orni-thologist  irt  chc,r^e 
Elcic  Y.  Scale,  laloratur:/  aeGiUGrut 
Ercdcricle  IT.  Hrjalmui,  clcuographcr 

BELJl'rOU  OF  1TATI^;S  YXD  IIJTRODUCED  BIRDS  AI'TD  O'ZYER  Ai'TII/LAlS  TO  AOPJOULTIEE 
K- 

E.  E.  KrTraUacli,  economic  ovnithologict 

Eemington  Zollogg,  economic  ornithologist  rnid  bcnpctolcgict 

J.  E-  1/ialloch,  cntomologict 

C.  C.  Sperry,  ccononic  ornitliologict 

L.  L.  Buchancu,  coleoptcrict ,  in  charge  of  files 

E.  LI.  uhler,  ccoraonic  ornithologist 

Borman  K.  Bigclor/,  accistuet  (files) 

imESTIC-ATIOlTS.  OF  MIGidlTOEY  BIEBE 

E.  E.  halmhach,  cconcmic  ornithologist 
C.  C.  Sperry,  cconomc  ornithologist 

F.  M.  Hilcr,  economic  ornithologist 

warren  B.  Xcch,  assistant  in  -ald-duch  food  surveys 
Chr'.rlos  F.  Stil\vill,  axsistrnt  in  nild-ducle  food  sui’veys 


COOPeEjLTIFE  quail  IITFESTIGATIOIT 

F.  L.  Stodd-rd,  in  charge,  Bcachton,  Ga-. 

Charles  0.  Handley,  ansistant,  Tleomasvillc ,  Ga.. 

UPFER  MISSISSIPPI  PITER  UILD  LIFE  PFF'JGE  Iir/ESTIGATIOITG 

Beil  Botchlcics,  ‘botanist: 
irormua  C.  Fansett,  ‘ootenist 

DIVISI0I7  OF  BIOLOGICAL  IFCESTIGATIOBS 

Dn .  H.  H.  B.  Jachcon,  ‘biologist  in  charge 
Ethel  M.  J'ohncon,  stonographor-clorlr 

liJTESTIGATIOlTS  OF  UILD-AillMAL  LIFE 

Edward  A,.  Pre'blc,  "biologist 

is.  E.  Howell,  hiologist  in  ch'^.rgc  of  mammal  collection 
0.  J.  Murie,  associo-tc  ‘’e-iologict ,  FaiFoanles,  A.la,Gka 
A.  E.  Howell,  coll ah or atom 
E.  C.  Green,  col’lchora-tor 
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EIVISIOU  OE  EIOIUGICiYL-:IITVEST‘lCAT:!;OUSw.-ContEn-aed 

I]TVESTIGATIOIT''OE  MLD-AITIMAI  LIRE — Continued 

C.  H.  M.  Turret t,  trociderraist 

Erncct  Be  MarchcJl ,  nc  sic  taut  t'^nidermist 

May  E. .  'Cooke,  scientific  aid  (bird  records) 

Hire.  Jane  S.  Elliott,  scientific  aid  ( dr.if tsnan) 

Mrs.  Viola  S.  Snyder,  assictuit  scientific  aid  (mrimnal  collection) 
Ermir.  B.  Cliortcra,  clerk  (mcjunal  records) 

Anna  McDiffet;,  clerk  (bird  records) 

Mrs.  Blanche  W.  Mah]man,  typist 
Eohn  MaY>  messenger 

LIRE  EABITS  OR  IITJURIOUS.  AiTII'/LAES 

Er.  Waiter  P.  Taylor,  biologist,  Tucson,  Ariz. 

BIOLOCI CAE  liTVESTIOATIOlTS  OR  MIG-EATORI  BIRDS 

Dr.  Harry  C.  Obcrholscr,  biologist 

Frederick  C.  Eincoln,  a.ssociakc  biologist  (bird  banding) 

Mrs.  Bessie  W.  Fa-lm,  stenographer 
Myra.  A.  Putnam,  clerk  (bird  banding) 

Ruth  Richards,  clerk  (bird  records) 

FOOD  HEiBITS  OR  IRJURIOUS  AiTIMiES 

Yernon  Barley,  biologist 

lOaco.  E.  Scheffer,  .associate  biologist,  Puyallup,  Wash. 

OR  MIE^l'TORY-BIRD  TrEOT' AUD- LACEY  ACTS 

Harold  P.  Sheldon,  chief  Urnted  States  game  a;ardon,  in  iSl^a-rge 
Talbott  Dc:.-.-o,  a,  deputy  chief  United  StE^s  gane  -  re.en 
W.  R,  Dillon,  senior  adininis tractive  assistant 
Frank  L.  Earnsha.w,  administrative  assistant  (game  and  frr 
lar  publications  and  Ea'ccy-Act  investig'^.tions) 

R.  P.  Callaghan,  junior  administrative  assistant  (migratoep^- 
bird  treaty- axt  investigations), 

R.  G,  Grimes,  clerk,  in  charge  of  porrnits 
Mrs.  Jennie  M.  Wliippo,  stenographer-clerk 
Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Leonard,  clerk  ' 

Mrs.  B.urnctta.  B,  Muth,  dictaphone  operator 
Mary  0‘B.ricn,  stcnographcr-clork 
Eugenia.  M.  Lane,  stenographer 
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Division  OR  M:C-?RTORY^r^-TREATY  RiR)  LACEY  ACYS— Contiaiied 


PROIECTIOIT  OP  MIGROTORY  BIPJiS  (Unitci  States  Grjnc  Yardcnc) 

^■rry  BaiTicicr,  4947  Schollincycr  Avenue,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
•■ri.  1.  Eirsch,  Box  257,  norfoBc,  Va. 

Tlionas  B.  Bloxsoni,  Rocuctvillc ,  Va. 

B„  R.  Britton,  Box  185,  Socorro  F*.  Hex. 

C-^^-^lton,  2106  Snrnnit  Street,  Colunous,  Oh^’o 
i-niiip  s.  Fariihrjn,  Ov/cso,  F.  Y. 

L.  K.  Eilliard,  31  For ain  Avenue,  Plcaseutvillc ,  F.  J. 
Lilliom  K.  Hoffnru,  Box  1022,  Mobile,  Ala. 

John  Q.  Holmes,  Orlcnis,  Febr. 

Jay  V.  Eclscy,  Box  654,  Fatertom,  So  Daho 
S.  F.  Linebaugh,  Russellville,  i^y. 

George^E.  Mushbach,  Box  438,  Billings,  Moni;. 

-D-  J-  j.a.cctti,  Ponce  Park,  Fla 
J-o^i  E.  Perry,  Box  301,  Mcmuliii,  Fern 

SPOl'-anc,  rash. 

RnrJih'F.  Eo^on: 

SrtVSY'R  Rynord  Avenue.  St.  Pah,  Minn. 

O^S  D  ^  ^l^olcott  Street,  Portluid,  Me. 

Bay  c/stoclc^’sis'Vos-’o-nS^-ld^^^ 
aco„^.  ,,, 

L.  B.  ^Thitehcad,  Bex  434,  Thomasville .  Ga. 
II'JVESTIGATIOFS  OE  MIGRATORY  BIRDS 

Dr.  H.  H.  T.  Jackson,  biologist 

F  L  °^_Diological  Investigations) 

L.  McAocc,  economic  ormithologist 
(See  Division  of  Rood  Ha.bits  Research) 

Ii>ffORiAnOj  OE  EOPPIGl'I  BIRDS  AlTD  IAA/AL"iLS 

Dr.  T.  S.  Palmer,  biologist,  in  chax'gc 

Import  at  ion  rns-oectorf 


BaltFiorc.  Mr1 . 

F.  H.  Eishcr,  Stocla  Exchange,  Reduood  Street 
Honolulu.  Eauaii 


E.  M.  Ehrhorn,  Box  2520 
Los  A-egolcs.  Calif. 

A.  Bvyc_n,  Jmsonm  of  Hiotory,  Art,  er.d  Soience 
Ecu  York.  F.  Y. 


Bo  So  Bordish,  Demarest,  F.  J. 
F.  DeFitt  Miller,  American  Mug. 


enm  of  natural  History,  Feie  York  Git^^ 
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’  L'll'ISIOlT  OF  MIGMTORy-BI.RI)  TEEATY  iJD  LACEY  ACTS— Continued:'/ 


mPORTATIOL  OF  FOSSIGF  BIRDS  Al'TD  MAMKAIjS —Continued; 


Fhilndclnliin,  Pa . 


T7t  L.  Bailey,  421  Chestnut  Street 


S an  Fr aaac i s c o ,  Calif. 

Dr.  E.-  C.  Bryant,  Museum  of  Ycrtcgr.ato  Yoologj’,  Bcrhoic;/,  Galix  . 
Joseph  Dixon,  Museum  of  Tertehrate  Zoology,  Borheley,  Calif » 

Dr.  Joseph  Grinncll,  Museum  of  Vertohrato  Zoology,  Icrkolcy,  Calif. 
E.  S.  Sv/arth,  Museum  of  Fertohrato  Zoology,  Berheloy,  Calif. 
Margaret  W.  Fythc,  Museum  of  Vertohrato  Zoology,  Burkcloy,  Calif. 

Division  OF  AL-ASKA  mVESTIGA-TIOITS 

Chief  of  Bureau,  in  change 

ESIIDSER  AlID  GBAZIIIG-  IMESTICATIOITS 


\T.  F.  Bancroft,  senior  admini strafe ivc  avSGistant 

L.  J.  Palmer,  in  chmgo  roindocr  grazing  invcstigalions, 

17,  E.  Miller,  range  oxaimincr,  Fairhanks,  Ala.cka, 


Fair  0  arias ,  Alaska 


PROTECTIOiT  OF'  CAIS  AITD  lAlID  FUR  ilMMAXS  HI  ilASKA 


H.  P.  Sheldon,  chief  United  States  game  v-arlcn 

Ernesu  P.  TJalkcr,  administrative  officer  for  Alaska;  also  oxccutivo 
officer,  secretary,  and  fiscal  agent,  iuLauka.  Gcunc  Commission 

(The  other  memoers  of  the  iJ.asha.  Game  Commission,  a.ppointod 
hy  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  resident  in  ilauka, 
aro  as  follonc; 

G.  T.  Gardner,  chairmen,  first  judicial  divisioii,  Juicau 

Thomas  D.  Jensen,  scccr.d  judicial  division,  hone 

Dr.  Uilliam  H.  Chusc,  third  judicial  division,  Cordova. 

Dr.  Preston  S.  Miitncy,  fourth  judicial  division,  Fairhailss) . 


.J.LJL.II 

innr 


Washington,  D,  G.,  August  31,  1926  No.  8 


GEINERAL  NOTES 

•  W.  C,  Henderson  left  Washington  with  his  family  on  August  5  on  a 

motor  trip  to  Kennehunk  Beach,  Me,,  where  they  are  spending  several  weeks* * 
vacation,  A.  ?,  Weinerth,  of  the  Property  Office,  also  was  'on  annual  leave 
during  August  on  a  motor  tour  through  the  middle  West  as  far  as  Wisconsin, 
Hyman  Liehman,  of  Mails  and  Piles,  spent  several  days  at  Philadelphia;  Miss 
l!  Roherta  M.  Taylor,  of  the  Distrihution  Office,  was  on  leave  late  in  the  month 
„  at  her  home  in  Romney,  W,  Va, ,  and  Russell  H.  Carpenter',  messenger,  at  Win- 
i!  ston,  Ya. 

Members  of  the  scientific  staff"  of  the' Bureau  have ‘  recently  contributed 
^  more  than  cp50  to  a  memorial  fund  to  Dr.  B.-'K.  Ransom; '  former  chief  of  the 
Zoological  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  the  total  of  which  now 
I  approximates  >p850.  This  will  be  invested,  and  one  proposed  plan  is‘  to  use  the 
I  income  as  an  annual  cash  prize  for  a  thesis  in  parasitology  or  some  other 

•  field  of  study  in  which  Doctor  Ransom  was  interested. 

I  ^  The  following  publication  of  the  Bureau  was  issued  on  August  11: 

j  "Game  Laws  for  the  Season  1926-27,"  compiled  'by  Talbott  Denmead  and  Frank  L. 
j  J^rnshaw,  Farmers*  Bulletin  No,  1505-F. 

I  ■  '  i'/ianuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  publication  as  follows; 

Cox»  W.  T.  ’"Gretna  Green*  on  the  Upper  Mississippi," 

!  Denmead,  'Talbott,  "Uncle  Sam — Bird  Guardian." 

Gabrielson,  Ira  N,  "Silent  i/ings," 

Nelson,  E,  W,  "Two  New  BirdS'  from  Mexico." 

Preble,  Edward  A.  •  "January  in  Nature." 

j  Beginning  on  page  9  is  a  revised  list  of  the  publications  of  the 

Biological  Survey  that  are  available  for  general  distribution. 
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■  F.  C.  Lincoln  returned  to  Washington  on  August  5  afte-r  completing  a 
successf'ul  trip  to  the  breeding  colonies  of  ducks  and  other'  waterfowl  on  the 
■  Bear  River  marshes,  Utah,  for  tha  purpose  of  banding  these  birds  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  migration  and  wintering  gro'onds  of  those  that  nest  on  these  import¬ 
ant  areas.  With  the  cooperation  of  the  State  game  vrarden  and  some  of  his 
‘  assistants,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  able  to  trap  and  net  considerable  numbers  of  the 
!  nesting  wild  fowl,  and  about  950  birds  were  banded  in  the  coTnrse  of  the 'work, 
[  including  some  ducks  suffering  from  alkali  poisoning.  He  also  took  a  number 
of  motion-pictures  to  be  used  in  illustrating  methods  of  banding  and  general 
I  conditions  on  these  breeding  gro'onds. 
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Erorn  August  16  to  13,  lir,  Lincoln  was  associated  with  Dr,  H,  E.  Ewing, 
of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology,  in  nature -study .work  at  the  scoutmasters '  train¬ 
ing  camp  at  Can^)  Roosevelt,  near  Chesapeake  Beach,  Md.  On  the'  18th  Mr.  Lihccln 
conducted  a  bird  hike  there  and  gave  two  lectures  on  bird  life,  i 

Dr.  H.  C,  Oberholser  returned  to  V/ashington  on  August  20  after  attending 
the  sessions  of  the  American  School  of  'wild  Life  Protection  held  at  McGregor, 
Iowa.,  from  August  1  to  13.  During  this  assignment  he  delivered  lectures  on 
"Our  Big-game  Animals"  and  "Birds  of  Our  Pacific  Possessions,"  and  in  addition 
he  gave  several  informal  talks  on  conservation  and  took  part  in  numerous  con¬ 
ferences  and  discussions. 

Dr.  b',  p.  Taylor  spent  most  of  July  studying  the  life  history  of  the 
western  porcupine,  with  special  relation  to  its  effect  on  forest  conservation. 
National  forests  visited  in  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  included  the  Santa  Ee,  Mianz- 
ano,  Datil,  ijpache,  Sitgreaves,  Coconino,  and  Tusayan.  In  some  of  these  the 
porcupine  presents  serious  economic  problems;  in  others  the  effect  is  neglig¬ 
ible,  Doctor  Taylor  spent  a  few  days  late  in  July  on  the  experimental  areas 
at  Seligman  and  Coconino. ' 

Eollowing  his  trip  to  the  Yellowstone  National  Park,  where  he  acconpanied 
members  of  the  Sierra  Club  of  San  Erancisco  on  a  tour,  Vernon  Bailey  went  to 
Minnesota,  stopping  en  route  at  Livingston,  Mont.,  and  Bismarck,  N,  Dak.,  on 
beaver  vvork.  He  is  visiting  various  points  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  to  in¬ 
vestigate  their  possibilities  as  sites  for  beaver  colonies. 

T.  H.  Scheffer  has  cooperated  v/ith  the  county  game  commissioners  in 
planting  three  beavers  in  a  small  stream  at  the  head  of  Packrood  Lake,  Wash., 
a  locality  apparently  favorable  for  beavers,  but  one  which  they  have  been  pre¬ 
vented  from  reaching  because  of  topographical  conditions. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Edward Mti.  Preble,  of  this  Division, on 
the  birth  of  his  first  grandson,  on  August  25.  The  new  arrival  is  the  son  of 
Mr,  Preble's  youngest  daughter  Evelyn,  Mrs.  William  Walter, 

Late  July  and  August  was  chosen  as  vacation  time  by  several  members  of 
the  Division,  whose  \^arying  tastes  or  oppcrtvjiities  may  be  judged  by  the 
follovdng:  ..Doctor  Jackson  went' to  Cape  May,  N.  J.;  Mrs,  Jane  S.  Elliott  to 
Beach  Hs-ven,  H,  J,;  Ivliss  Myra  A.  Putnam  to  Cliff  Island,  Me,;  Mrs,  Blanche  W. 
Ivlahlman  and  Mass  Emma  Charters  to  North  Beach,  Md.;  liiss  Anna  McDiffett, 
Washington,  D,  C.;  lliss  Ruth  Richards,  Chapel  point,  Md. ,  and  Clifton  Station, 
Va.;  Mrs,  Bessie  W.  Palm,  Ocean  City,  Md. ;  and  Jo’nn  Miay  to  Camp  Humphreys,  Va. , 
on  military  duty. 
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ECONOMIC  INVESTICATIONS 

Dbctor  Eisher  left  Vtf'ashington  the  latter  part  of  August  for  an 
extended  trip  of  inspection  and  conference  throughout  the  West  where 
V  operations  for  the  control  of  rodents  and  predatory  animals  are  being 
conducted, 

E.  M.  Mills,  of  Melrose,  Mass.,  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University, 
has  recently  been  appointed  junior  biologist  in  the  eastern  rodent-control 
work,  and  '  is  to  be  assigned  field  headqixarters  at  some  point  in  New 
England, 

I  James  Silver,  leader  of  the  eastern  rodent-control  district, is  hold¬ 

ing  conferences  and  demonstrations  in  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin. 

Mrs,  Helen  C,  Wood,  typist  in  this  Division,  is  spending  her  vaca¬ 
tion  at  Solomons  Island,  Md,  .  ^  , 

I  E,  R,  Swanson,  clerk  in  the  Reno,  Nev.,  office, has  resigned  to 

return  to  his  home  in  Wisconsin,  Miss,  Edna  Thomas,  formerly  clerk  in 
the  office  at  Manhattan,  Kans,,  has  been  transferred  to  the  position  vacated, 

George  E.  Holman,  leader  of  predatory -animal  control  in  Utah,  has 
launched  a  campaign  to  distribute  poison  over  the  desert  areas  of  western 
Utah,  This  drive  will  last  about  two  months,  eight  men  being  engaged  in 
it,  the  work  being  done  in  cooperation  vdth  the  State  department  of  agri¬ 
culture  and  with  stockmen  who  graze  sheep  on  this  area, 

Mr.  Holman  has  received  reports  of  bears  doing  damage  among  sheep, 
one  to  the  effect  that  bears  had  killed  more  than  100  sheep  belonging  to 
one  man.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  report  was  probably  correct; 
one  herder  had  shot  three  bears  that  were  found  among  the  sheep. 

An  interesting  piece  of  work  recently  inaugurated  in  Oregon  is  the 
porcupine  investigation  in  the  Grater  National  Eorest  in  cooperation  with 
the  Eorest  Service,  Damage  to  re-seeded  areas  and  seedling  growth  is 
tremendous  in  some  sections  of  this  forest  and  adjacent  privately  owned 
timberlands.  Around  salt  logs  and  along  lava  rims  all  the  young  seedlings 
have  been  injured  by  these  animals,  and  counts  taken  half  a  mile  away  from 
any  slide  or  salt  log  show  50  per  cent  damage.  From  reports  of  rangers  and 
other  interested  persons ,aa  well  as  by  direct  observation  of  I.  N.  Gabrielson, 
leader  in  rodent -control  in  Oregon,  it  is  indicated  that  most  of  this  damage 
has  occurred  within  the  past  five. years  and  that  if  it  i^ncreases  proportion¬ 
ately  during  the  next  five  there  vill  be  few  seedling  pines  undamaged  in  this 
locality.  Mr,  Gabrielson  is  testing  a  new  poisoning  method  and  is  arranging 
to  poison  a  large  area  in  an  effort  to  learn  further  regarding  its  cost  and 
•  practicability, 

Roy  Fugate,  junior  biologist,  completed  the  ground-squirrel  work  in 
eastern  Oregon  d\iring  the  early  part  of  Jiuly  and  checked  up  the  work  in 
Wallowa  County,  The  latter  part  of  the  month  he  spent  in  felheur  County  work¬ 
ing  in  cooperation  with  the  county  agent  in  a  jack-rabbit -poisoning  campaign 
in  Jordan  Valley,  Every  landowner  in  the  Arock  and  Rome  sections  cooperated 
in  putting  out  poison  and  much  damage  was  stopped.  Up  to  the  time  NIr,  Fugate 
left  the  community,  at  least  10,000  rabbits  were  killed  and  100  ouaces  of 
strychnine  put  out. 
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Ins]pections  have  been  coade  in  Utah  by  A-  L.  Bridenstine,  junior 
biologist,  to  folloTT  up  a  report  of  an  epizootic  of  tularemia  that  has 
been  killing  jack:-rabbits  in' Wayne  and  Garfield  Counties.  Mr.  Bridenstine 
found  no  dead  rabbits  and  very  few  live  ones,  for  as  soon  as  the  people 
learned  that  the  disease  was  contagious,  they  burned  the  dead  'rabbits. 
According  to  reports  a  number  of  individuals'  have  been  suffering  from  at¬ 
tacks  of  tularemia  in  the  vicinity  of  Loa  and  Teasdale  in  V^ayne  County. 

In  several  of  the  communities  the  farmers  said  that  the  rabbits  di-ed  so 
fast  that  they  clogged  irrigation  ditches  at  junction  points. 

In  order  to’  present  A  workable  plan  on  rat  extermination,  as  re¬ 
quested  by  the  City  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  the  rat  work  conducted  by  H.  S. 

Speer,  in  Portland,  Oreg. ,  under  supervision  of  ’the  Biological  Survey, 
has  been  thoroughJLy  reviewed  by  Leo  K,  Couch  hnd  John  Finley,  of  the 
Washington  district.  The  public  markets  were  visited,  as  well  as 
water-front  properties,  and  the  scarcity  of  rats  in  Portland  was  plainly 
evident,  which  demonstrates  what  can  be  accon^)  Its  he  d  through  an  organized 
canpiaign'.  As  a  result  of  this  visit,  plans  are  being  formulated  to 
assist  the  city  officials  of  Tacoma  in  organizing  along  similar  lines. 

Ail  outstanding  example  of  con^lete  eradication  and  unique  catches 
is  reported  by  Hunter  Ed.  James,  of  Yuba  County, '"Calif .  Ten  settings  of 
traps  were  placed  in  an  area  approximately  half  a-  mile  long.  The  line  was 
visited  the  following  morning,  and  of  the  ten  sets,  nine  held  coyotes, 
including  the  old  male,  female,'  and  seven  pdps.  The  tenth  set  had  been 
sprung  by  rabbits.  Charles ' G.  Poole,  leader  of  predatory -animal  control 
in  California,  writes  tliat  he  would  like  to  hear  from  any  district-  that 
has  a  similar  case  or  where  this  record  has  been  beaten. 

Hunter  Jens  Holst,  of  Scruth  Dakota,  had  the  misfortune  on  July  5 
to  be  throv;n  from  his  horse  'and  have  three  ribs  broken,  so  that  it-,  was 
necessary  for  him  to  spend  several'  weeks  in  the  hospital.  Hunter  William 
Price,  of  that  State,  has  been  discharged  from  the  Battle  Mountain  Sani¬ 
tarium,  v/here  he  has  been  treated  for  blood  poisoning.  .  ..  ■ 

FOOD  HABITS  RESEIJICH  ' 

During  the  early  part  of  August ,‘  C.  C.-  Sperry  made  a  survey  of  the 
wild-fowl  food  resources  of  Okefenokee  Swanp,  Ga.^gLater  he  visited  the 
Back  Bay  region  in  Virginia,  ■  V7here  recent  reports/ of  the  destruction  by 
some  'unknown  cause  of  m'uch  of  the  submerged  vegetation. 

F,  M.  Uhler,  having  conpleted  his  work  in  connection  with  the  duck- 
food  survey  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River  Viiild  Life 
and  Fish  Refuge,  took  a  ■week's  leave  of  absence  at  his  home  in  Minnesota 
and  then  returned  to  Washington.  Dr.  llorman  K,  Fassett  has  taken  Mr,  Uhler 's 
place  in  the  continuation  of  this  survey  in  conpahy  with  Heil  Hotchkiss, 
Warren  H,  Keck  and  Charles  F.  Stilwill  also  are  continuing  their  survey 
work  on  Ulinnesota  lakes. 
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EUR  RE30UT10ES 

R^.ring  the  week  of  August  16,  D.  Monroe  3-reen  assisted  Dr.  K.  B. 

Hanson  ?\fith'Work  at  the  Itcperimental  Rnr  Earm,  where  a  newf  rahhlt  building 
to  aoconmodate  50  breeding  does  is  being  constructed,  as  xiell  as  neW:  types 
of  rabbit  hutches,  .-i  definite  system  of  recording' v^eights  of  rabbits  to 
show  the  development  of  gro\7th  during  vari.ous  sttiges  has  been  inaugrrated, 
and  the  kinds  and  q'oa.nti.ties  of  feed  necessary  to  -oroduGe  gains  in  weight 
during  certain  periods  are  being  studied. 

David  C.  Mills,  general  director  of  the  Rational  Association  of  the 
Fur  Industry,  visited  the  Bureau  during  the  first  week  in  August  and  dis¬ 
cussed  the  cooperative  work  that  the  Biological  Survey  is  doing' with  that 
association. 

Returns  frdin  a  questionnaire  sent  to  fox  and  fur -animal  breeders 
show  that  there  are  approximately  2,500  fur  farmers  in  the  United  States  .[and  Bi- 
the  majority  of  them  raising . silver  and  blue  foxes.  Forms  Bi -442 , "Breeders  of  Fc 
"Breeders  of  Fur  Ajiimals,"  are  being  revised  and  will  be  ready  for  dis¬ 
tribution  in  a  few  weeks. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Migratory -Bird  Treaty  and  Lacey  Acts  Divi¬ 
sion,  an  abstract  of  fur  laws  for  the  season  1925-27  has  been  compiled  a,nd 
mimeograpihed  copj.es  sent  to  raw-fur  receiving  houses  and  fur-trade  journals. 

This  information  will  be  incorporated  in  their  fall  fur  catalogues,  which 
are  being  sent  to  trappers. 


GAilU'  HU)  BIRD  EESEdVATJORS 


On  recommendation  of  the  Secretary,  an  E:cecutiv.e  order  has  been 
issued  for  the  abandonment  of  balker  Lake  Bird  Reservation,  .ark. which 
comprised  about  14  acres  and  v/as  ‘formerly  a  fine  heron  rookery.  Drainage 
operations  in  the  vicinity,  hor^ever,  made  it  entirely  dry,  so  that  the 
birds  abandoned  the  place  and  there  is  no  hope  of  its  ever  being  restored 
as  a  wild-life  refuge.  ,  .  .  ’ 

Exercises  in  connection  with  the  dedication  of  the  Burtness  Scenic. 
Highway  were  held  on  August  8  at  Sullys  Hill  Rational  park  and  Gams  preserve. 
Yferden  Uesley  D.  Parker  reports  ttiat  5,586  visitors,  arriving  in  1,124  cars, 
were  there  on  that  day. 

Owing  to  low  water  at  Lake  Malheur  Bird  Reservation,  Qreg.,  waterfowl, 
especially  ducks,  leave  been  dying,  evidently  because  of  alkali,  or  other  sub¬ 
stances  in  the  water.  The  losses  have  been  unusually  heavy  this  season,  and 
the  situation  seems  likely  to  continue  for  some  time  'unless  relieved  by  heavy 
rains.  Small  r^umbers  of  birds  that  were  removed  to  fresh  viater  recovered 
from  the  iralady  and  were  able  to  fly  within  a  short  time.  Investigations  are 
being  made  by  employees  of  the  Bureau  with  a  view  to  affording  some  relief. 
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Biiffaio  calves  in  the  following  numbers  have  been  reported  this 
season  at  big-game  preserves  administered  by  this  Bureau:  131  at  the  Bison 
Range;  22  at  Uind  Cave;  la  at  Niobrara;  and  3  at  Sullys  Hill. 

The  United  States  boat  Widgeon,  formerly  in  the  service  of  the 
Migratory-Bird  Treaty  and  Lacey  acts  Division,  has  been  turned  over  to  this 
Division  in  order  that  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Winona  office  may  more 
readily  reach  points  ?  n  connection  V7ith  the  acquisition  of  lands  for  the 
Upper  J/Iississippi  River  Wild  Life  and  Eish  Refuge. 

H,  E.  Stone,  formerly  head  of  this  Division,  was  a  recent  visitor 
at  the  Bureau. 

A  number  of  Hungarian  pheasants  from  the  Benson  pheasant  Earm  at 
Silverton,  Oreg. ,were  recently  liberated  on  the  National  Bison  Range  in 
Montana. 

Miss  Mabel  A.  McCann  lias  been  appointed  stenographer  in  the  Winona, 
I\/iinn. ,  office. 

R,  J,  Schmalhausen ,  reservation  superintendent  employed  by  the  Bureau 
of  Reclamation  and  stationed  at  Elepliant  Butte  Reservoir,  N,  Mex.,  has  been 
appointed  reservation  warden  to  cooperate  with  the  Biological  Survey  in  pro¬ 
tecting  wild  life  at  the  Rio  Grande  Bird  Reservation,  N.  Mex.,  which  is  v/ithin 
the  Rio  Grande  Reclamation  Project.  Mr,  Sclimalhausen  succeeds  C.  L.  Grow, 
deceased. 


MIGR..T0RY-3IED  TREiiTY  .iND  LACEY  ACTS 


Mr,  Sheldon  visited  Ocean  City,  Me.,,  on  August  16  to  be  present  on 
the  marshes  at  that  point  at  the  opening  of  the  shorebird  season.  He  found 
conditions  rather  unfavorable  for  the  birds  but  saw  a  large  number  of  yellow- 
legs,  curlew,  and  other  shorebirds.  No  violations  were  observed. 

The  motorboat  Canvas back,  in  charge  of  Warden  Kenneth  E.  Roahen  and 
Deputy  harden  Moody  Creighton,  left  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  August  3  for  patrol 
duty  in  the  vicinity  of  V/achapreaegue ,  Va.,  and  Ocean  City,  Md.  Severe  weather 
was  encountered  throughout  the  entire  trip,  but  many  shorebirds,  particularly 
curlew,  were  observed. 

Arrangements  have  been  completed  for  the  transfer  of  Eederal  Warden 
Geo.  M.  Riddick  from  Texas  to  Arkansas  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Warden  E,  V.  Visart.  Erank  Clarkson  lias  been  appointed  to  the 
position  in  Texas. 

Warden  Barneier,  with  the  assistance  of  Deputy  Warden  L.  J.  Mrovka, 
has  completed  an  examination  of  the  receiving  records  of  raw-fur  houses  in 
St.  Louis,  and  approximately  2,500  shipments  of  furs  have  been  referred  to 
various  State  game  wardens  and  some  of  the  Eederal  game  wardens  for  investi¬ 
gation  as  to  their  legality.  Prior  to  the  completion  of  the  work  Warden 
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K,  E,  Roahen  conducted  a  simiar  investigation  in  Chicago  and  reported 
more  than  1,500  shipments  for  further  investigation.  Warden  Roahen' s 
observations  concerning  shipments  from  Wisconsin  ?/ere  sufficient  to  induce 
the  conservation  commission  of  that  State  to  send  wardens  to  Chicago  to 
conduct  a  special  investigation.  Jissisted  by  Deputy  Warden  Edward  H. 
Scholler,  they  obtained  information  concerning  114  apparently  illegal 
shipments  of  furs  from  the  State,  including  a  large  number  of  beaver 
skins . 


In  company  with  State  Deputy  Wardens  Lingle  and  Weaver,  of  Minnesota, 
V/arden  P.  S,  Farnham  has  made  special  investigations  in  the  receipt  of  raw 
furs  in  Hew  York  City  and,  in  addition  to  information  obtained  concerning 
i^nnesota  shipments,  has  reported  a  number  of  beaver-skin  shipments  from 
other  sections  of  the  country. 

Warden  B.  J.  Shaver  has  been  assisting  the  State  game  commissioner's 
office  of  Minnesota  in  a  wholesale  investigation  of  illegal  traffic  in 
beaver  skins,  v/hich  has  carried  him  to  various  points  in  Minnesota  and 
Wisconsin. 

The  following  is  taken  from  Warden  p.  S,  Farnham' s  weekly  report: 

"On  Tuesday,  June  22,  while  patrolling  about  Forest  Lake  in  Cayuga  County, 

H.  Y. ,  I  noted  a  purple  grackle  nest  in  the  stub  of  a  dead  tree.  This 
nest  was  in  a  hols  not  lonl ike  that  of  a  flicker.  The  female  was  feeding 
the  young  at  the  time  and  not  more  than  two  feet  from  this  nest  and  bn 
the  opposite  side  of  the  stub  was  a  nest  of  tree  swallows  with  young. 

The  swallows  were  fighting  the  grackle  every  time  she  cams  to  the  nest. 

This  flicker-like  nesting  by  the  purple  grackle  may  not  be  unus'oal  but  I 
have  never  seen  it  before." 

In  his  report  of  July  2,  Warden  George  Tonkin,  of  Berkeley,  Calif,, 
writes;  "An  old  ruffed  gro'ose  rushed  into  the  road  to  stop  my  car  while  her 
brood  of' young  escaped  in  the  brush.  I  was  obliged  to  stop  the  car  in 
order  not  to  run  over  her." 

W.  R,  Dillon  left  Washington  on  August  21  by  automobile  for  Portsmouth, 
Ohio,  where  with  his  family  ha  is  visiting  his  mother  and  sister.  Mrs. 
Margaret  B.  Leonard  is  on  vacation  at  Bangor,  Me,,  and  Ulss  l^ry  O'Brien  at 
Brooklyn,  H.  Y. 


Cases  Terminated — Reports  Received  During  July 


Warden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Fine 

Barmeier 

1 

Missouri 

Possessing  a  gull 

$10 

Harape* 

1 

Texas 

Possessing  robins  and  sell¬ 
ing  a  duck 

1  hour  cus 
tody  of 
marshal 

*U.  S.  Deputy  Game  Warden 
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Cases  Terminated — Reports  Received  Dui* ing  Ji 3l.v,  Cort’d. 


Warden 

Gases 

Statf 

Violation 

Fine 

Han^^e 

1 

TV.y.as.  •• 

Possessing  meadowlarks 

1  hour  cus¬ 
tody  of 
marshal 

Harrell* 

1 

Florida 

Selling  a  duck 

$5 

ti 

1 

II 

Selling  ducks  . 

$25 

Hoffinan 

1 

iilahama 

Selling  ducks 

$5 

11 

1 

:i 

Selling  ducks 

$25  1 

Jankowski* 

1 

Illinois 

Killing  a  duck  in  close  sea¬ 
son 

$10 

Kelsey 

3 

Ho. Dakota 

Hunting  ducks  after 

sunset 

$25  each 

Roahen,  Hahn** 

1 

Illinois 

Possessing  ducks  in 
in  close  season 

storage 

$25 

Roahen  ,  Scholler* 

1 

11 

Possessing  ducks  in 
in  close  season 

storage 

$15 

n  ti 

1 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in 
in  close  season 

storage 

$25 

Shaver,  Gervais** 

1 

Llinnesota 

Hunting  ducks  after 

sunset 

$5 

Whitehead 

1 

Florida 

Possessing  doves  in 
in  close  season 

storage 

$10 

II 

1 

!l 

Possessing  dudes  in 
in  close  season 

storage 

$10 

11 

1 

II 

Selling  ducks 

$5 

Cases  Reported  for  Prosecution 

Warden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Barmeier , 

Heller  * 

1 

I.lissouri 

possessing  ducks  and  yellowlegs  in  close 
season 

Birsch 

1 

Vi rginia 

Killing  an  egret 

Charlton, 

Francis 

*  1 

Ohio 

Possessing  a  loon 

Heller  ,  Barmeier 

1 

Missouri 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

ti 

ti 

3 

II 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

Hoffman 

2 

Alabama 

Selling  ducks 

linehaugh 

1 

Kentucky 

Possessing  a  duck  in  close  season 

Pacetti 

1 

Florida 

Possessing  egret  plumes  for  sale 

Riddick 

1 

Texas 

Killing  robins 

ii 

1 

II 

Possessing  robins 

11 

1 

II 

Purchasing  robins 

Roahen 

1 

Illinois 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in  close 
season 

Shaver 

1 

Minnesota 

Possessing  a  duck  in  close  season 

Whitehead 

3 

Georgia 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

*  U,  S.  Deputy  Game  Warden 

**  Deputy  State  Game  Warden 
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PUBLIC ATICIJS  OF  THE  BUHjIAj  CB  BIOLOGICAL  SUHVEY 
AVAILABLE  ECR  DISJHIBUTIOL 

HOTE:-  .‘Requests  for  puLlications  ,  except-  inforiae.tion  leaflets  listed 
on  page  12,  siiould  “oe  addressed  to  the- Director  of  Inf orcnation ,  U.  S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture,  vVashington,  D,.  C.  Ulien  the  limited  supply  for  free 
distribution  is  exhausted,  applicants  are  referred  to  the' Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C.,  who  has  copies  for 
sale  at  a  nominal  price. 

Applicants  are  requested  to- ask  for  OIJLY  ONE  COPY  of  the  publications 
in  \7hich  they  are  interested ,■  and  to  mention  the  series,  number,  and  title 
as  given  below,  .  .  ■ 

■  REPORTS'  '  ^  •  “■  iV  '  ®  : 

Annual  Re-port  of  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey,  1925, 

B.S.R.l.  Our  Migratory  wild  fowl  and- present-  Conditions  Alfxec'ting  Their 
Abundance. 


185D. 
205D. 
465D, 
793D. 
794D. 
936D. 
1078D, 
lOSgD. 
1091D. 
1151D. 
1165D. 
11S6D. 
1227D. 
1249D. 
1268D. 
1346D. 
1350D. 
1355D. 
1359D. 
^  1395D, 

1423D. 


DEPARTMEI3T  BULLETIIIS  — Biological  Survey  Contributions 
Bird  Migration, 

Eleven  Important  iVild-duck  Poods, 

Propagation  of  Wila-duck  Poods. 

Lead  Poisoning  in  Vfeterf  owl .  ■  ■  ■  '  -  ' 

Waterfowl  and  Their .  Food'- plants  in  the  Sandhill  Region  of  Nebraska. 
Wild  Ducks  and  Duck  Foods  of  the  Bea.r  River  Marshes,  Utah, 

Beaver  Habits,  Beaver  Control,  and  Possibilities  in  Beaver  Farming. 
Reindeer  In  Alaska, 

Life  History  of  the  Kangaroo  Ra,t . 

Silver-fox  Farming. 

Report  on  Bird  Censuses  in  the  United  States,  1916  to  1920. 

Food  and  Economic  Relations  of  Horth  American  Grebes. 

Damage  to  Range  Grasses  by  the  Zuni  Prairie  Dog, 

Food  Habits  of  Some  Winter  Bird  Visitants. 

Returns  from  Banded- Birds  ,  1920  to/  1932>. 

Status  of  the  Pronghorned  Antelope,  1922-1924, 

Blue-fox  Farming  in  Alaska.  ■  ' 

Food  Habits  of  the  Vireos-,  a  Fajnily-of  Insectivorous  Birds. 

Food  of  American  Phalaropes ,  Avocets and  Stilts, 

Bats  in  Relation  to  the  P.roduction  .of  Guano  and  the  Destruction  of 
Insects,  ' 

progress '  of  Reindeer  Grazing 'Investigations  in  Alaska,  (In  x^ress.) 
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E ARl'/iERS '  BULLETINS  — Biolof^icsl  Survey  Contributions 
493E.  The  English  Sparrow  as  a  Pest, 

497E.  Some  Common  Game,  Aquatic,  and  Rapacious  Birds  in  Relation  to  Man. 
506F.  Pood  of  Some  Uell-known  B;lrds  cf  Forest,  Farm,  and  Garden. 

513F.  Fifty  Common  Birds  of  Farra  and  Orchard.  (For  sale  only,  see  footnote ) 

Price,  15  cents.^i^ 

525F.  Raising  Guinea  Pigs. 

587F.  Economic  ■’'al.ue  of  Norlah  American  Skunks, 

621F.  How  to  Attract  Birds  in  Northeastern  United  States. 

630F.  Some  Common  Birds  Useful  to  the  Parmer. 

702F.  Cottontail  Rahhits  an  Relation  to  Trees  and  Farm  Crops. 

755F.  Common  Birds  of  Southeastern  United  States  in  Relation  to  Agriculture. 
760F.  How  to  Attract  Birds  in  Northwestern  United  States. 

844F.  How  to  Attract  Birds  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  States. 

869F,  The  Muskrat  as  a  Fur  Bearer;  V/ith  Notes  on  Its  Use  as  Food. 

912F.  How  to  Attract  Birds  in  the  East  Central  States. 

1090F.  Rabhit  Raising,  (Out  of  print.) 

1102F.  The  Crow  in  Its  Relation  to  Agriculture. 

1239F.  Community  Bird  Refuges. 

1247F..  American  Moles  as  i^gricultural  Pests  and  as  Fur  Producers. 

1302F.  How  to  Get  Rid  of  Rats. 

1327F.  Canaries:  Their  Care  and  Management  . 

1397F. ■■'■.Mouse  Control  in  Field  and.  Orchard. 

1456F.  Homes  for  Birds. 

1505F.  Game  Laws  for  192S-27. 

1515F.  Fur  Laws  for  the  Season  1926-27.  (In  press.) 

REPRINTS  FROM  YEilRBOOKS — ^Biological  Survey  Contrihutions 

723Y.  The  Great  Plains  Uaterfowl  Breeding  Grounds  and  Their  Protection. 

785Y.  Federal  Protection  of  Migratory  Birds. 

823Y.  Trapping  on  the  Farm, 

836y.  Conserving  Our  Wild  Animals  and  Birds, 

843y.  Farm  Help  from  the  Birds. 

845Y.  Hunting  Down  Stock  Killers. 

855Y.  Death  to  the  Rodents. 

DIPAP-TMiENT  CIRCULARS — BiologicaLl  Survey  Contributions 

336C.  Spread  of  the  European  Starling  in  North  America  (1924). 

398c.  Directory  of  Officials  and  Organizations  Concerned  with  the  Protection 
of  Birds  and  Game,  1926,  (In  press.) 


*  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  513,  "Fifty  Common  Birds  of  Farm  and  Orchard," 
is  illustrated  by  50  colored  pictures  of  birds.  Copies  may  be  obtained  by 
purchase  only,  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  at  15  cents  each,  singly 
or  in  quantity  (stamps  not  accepted).  This  and  other  publications  available 
by  purchase  only  are  listed  in  Price  List  No.  39,  "Birds  and  Wild  Animals," 
Copies  of  the  price  list  are  obtainable  free  of  charge  from  the  Siiperintendent 
of  Documents. 
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MlisCELLAlJEOUS  CIRCULARS — Biological  Survey  Contributions 
13M.  Local  Names  of  liigratorr--  Game  Birds  . 

69M.  Construction  and  Operation  of  Biological  Survey  Beaver  Trap. 


NORTH  Al/iERICAN  FAUNA 


A  technical  series  cf  the  Biological  Survey,  of  interest  chiefly  to 
professional  Biologists;  mostly  cut  of  print  and  to  he  obtained  only  from 
dealers  in  second-hand  hooks,  hut  come  few  of  the  47  numbers  thus  far  issued  are 
still  for  sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Docioments ,  Government  Printing 
Office,  ’vVashington,  D.  C.,  at  the  prices  named  for  each  in  Price  List  No.  39, 
“Birds  and  V/ild  Animals.'* 

JOUEINAL  OF  AGPJ CULTURAL  RESBAR'CET- -Biological  Survey  Contributions 

•^-1.'  Life  History  and  Habits  of  Meadow  Mice  (Microtus ) , 

(^-2,  Anthelmintic  Efficiency  of  Carbon  Tetrachloride  in  the  Treatment 
of  Foxes. 

(^-3.  Individual  and  Age  Tariatibn  in  Micro  t'us  montenus  yosemite , 

Q>4.  The  European  Hare  in  North'  America.' 

oSRVICE  AND  REGULATORY  .ANNOUNCShSNTS 
Biological  Surve3'^  Contributions 


B.S.-13  Regulations  for  the  issue  of  Permits  for  Qpail.. Imported  into  the 

United  States  from  Northeastern  Mexico,  (Also,  Nos.  31,  39,  and  49.) 
B.S.-24,  Regulations  for  Big  lake  Bird  Reservation  in  the  State  of  Arkansas 


(Also  Nos,  36,  44,  oO,  do,  and  o4, ) 

B.S.-37,  Hunting  on  Parts  of  Deer  Flat  Reservatioii  in  the  State  of  Idaiio. 
B.S,-41,  Regulations  for  the  Aleutian  Islands  Reservation,  Alaska. 

B,3.-42.  Hunting  of  Migrator;^'  Game  Birds  on  Nine-Pipe  and  Pablo  Reservations, 


Montana, 


B.3.-47.  Hunting  of  Wild  Fo’.tI  on  Salt  River  Reservation,  Arizona. 

B.S.-54.  Regulations  for  the  Importation  of  Eggs  of  Game  Birds  for  propagation, 
B,S.-57.  Hunting  Migratory  Game  Birds  on  Cold  Springs  Reservation,  Oregon. 
B.S,-55.  Text  of  Laws  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  Relating  to  Game  and 
Birds. 


LFIAF'LZTS 


NOTE:-  Requests  for  leaflets  listed  ‘below  should  he  addressed  to  the  Chief, 
Bureau  of  Biological  Survey,  U.  S.  i)eper unent  of  Agriculture,  Tvashingtou,  D,  C. 


3i -159 . 
Bi-160. 
Bi -203, 


3i-259. 
3i-266. 
Bi -458 . 

Bi-489. 

3i-514. 

Bi-521. 

3i-631. 

Bi-667. 

Bi-698. 

Bi-729. 

Bi-787. 

3i-861. 


3i-139. 

Bi -175. 

3i-414. 

Bi -539. 

Bi-669. 

3i-703. 

Bi-768. 


Bi-825. 


Birds 

Publications  on  j\ttr acting 
Birds . 

Dealers  in  Devices  i  .tr  At¬ 
tracting  ‘Biros, 

Pubiicatrcns  of  Incer‘.st  to 
Game  Breeders , 

Dealers  in  jJucii  food  plants. 

Hints  on  the  Care  of  peafowl. 

Dealers  in  Game  and  Orna¬ 
mental  Birds, 

Eradicating  Roosts  of  Birds. 

propagation  of  fild  DucAs. 

Hints  on  the  Care  of  Parrots . 

Dealers  in  Cage  Birds. 

Directions  for  Poisoning 
Pinyon  Jays . 

propagation  of  Wild  Geese, 

Poisoning  lAgpies. 

Aids  for  Bird  Students . 

The  Care  of ’ Swans . 

Rodent  Pests 

Directions  for  poisoning 
Jack  Rabbits. 

Directions  for  Poisoning 
pocket  Gophers . 

Directions  for  poisoning  Rats 
v;ith  Barium  Carbonate. 

Directions  for  Poisoning 
Rats  rith  Strychnine . 

Poisoned  Baits  fox'  Marmots. 

Organizing  an  Anti -rat 
Campaign. 

Directions  for  Destroying 

Yioodchucks ,  or  "Groundhogs." 

Killing  Rats  with  Calcium 
Cyanide. 


;  Fur -bearing  Animals 

:Bi-105.  Hints  on  the  Care  of  i'iartens 
:  and  Fishers, 

;Ei-105,  Hints  on  the  Care  of  Minks, 
•Bl-128.  Hints  on  the  Care  of  Ferrets. 


Bi-152.  Hints  on  the  Care  of  Otters. 

Bi-180.  Hints  on  the  Care  of  Opossums. 
Ei-216,  Hints  on  the  Care  of  Raccoons. 
Bi-3o6.  publications  on  Fur  and  Fur 
Animals , 

Bi-368.  Manufacturers  of  Traps. 

Bi-442.  Breeders  of  Foxes. 

Bi-464.  Breeders  of  Fur  Animals. 

Bi-526.  Hints  on  Raising  Squirrels, 

Bi-630,  Shipments  of  Furs  from  Alaska. 
Bi-709,  Fur  Farms  of  Alaska. 

Bi-880.  Breeders  of  Fancy  Rabbits. 

3i-S81.  Breeders  of  Utility  Rabbits. 

Bi-885,  Breeders  of  Chinchilla  Rabbits. 
Bi-885,  Chinchilla  Rabbits  for  Meat  and 
Fur . 

3i-887  .  Guinea  Pig  Breeders  and  Purchasers, 
Bi-889.  Publications  on  Trapping. 


Miscellaneous  Subjects 
Bi-161.  publications  of  Biological  Survey 
Available  for  Free  Distribution. 
Bi-5o5.  The  American  Chameleon  and  Its  Care, 
Bi-571,  Poisonous  Snal-es  of  the  United 
States . 

3i-664.  The  Toad. 

Bi-770.  Directions  for  Destroying  Crawfishes. 
Bi -8  5 5 .  Fac  t  s  Ab  out  Snake  s , 
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ISSUED  MONTHLY  FOR  THE  PERSONNEL  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Washington,  I).  C,  ,  September  29,  1926 


gejerai.  notes 

Doctor  Nelson  left  ^^ashington  on  September  11  on  a  two  months'  tour  of 
inspection  of  the  western  field  stations  of  the  Bureau. 

A  conlerence  of  sportsmen,  game  officials,  and  conservationists,  called 
by  Doctor  Nelson,  was  held  at  the  offices  of  the  Bureau -on  September  8  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  use  of  sinkboxes  or  batteries,  mat-blinds,  and  other  devices  employed 
in  hunting  migratory  wild  fowl  in  the  waters  of  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  and 
Virginia,  It  was  desired  to  obtain  information  that  mi^t  be  of  value  in  con¬ 
nection  vTith  the  administration  of  the  migratory-bird  treaty  act  and  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  any  necessary  regulations  under  it,  in  view  of  the  belief  of  many  sports¬ 
men  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  better  regulation  in  the  use  of  sinkboxes  and 
other  devices  in  duck  shooting  in  some  parts  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  States.  The 
situation  was  thorou^ly  discussed,  and  many  valuable  facts  bearing  on  the  mattei 
were  brought  out  for  the  use  of  the  Bureau: 

United 

H,  P.  Sheldon,  chief /States  game  warden,  and  Prank  G.  Ashbrook,  in  charge 
of  Pur  Resources,  attended  the  twentieth  annual  convention  of  the  International 
Association  of  Game,  Pish,  and  Conservation  Commissioners  and  the  American 
Fisheries  Society  held  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  September  20  to  24.  'On  September  20 
Mr.  Ashbrook  read  a.  paper  on  the  "Production  and  Conservation  of  Pur  Animals," 
and  on  the  21st  Mr.  Sheldon  spoke  on  "Perpetuation  of  Migratory  Nild  fowl  by 
Conservation  of  Our  water  Areas," 

On  their  return  both  Mr.  Sheldon  and  Mr.  Ashbrook  had  many  interesting 
stories  to  tell  about  the  tropical  storm  that  struck  I'/bbile  soon  after  their 
arrival. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Morrison,  assistant  to  the  chief,  is  spending  her  vacation 
with  her  daughter  in  Chicago. 

Several  books  charged  to  individuals  and  to,  the  Bureau  by  the  Main  Lib¬ 
rary  have  been  lost,  probably  because  the  original  borrov/ers  have  loaned  them 
to  other  persons  in  the  department.  In  order  to  locate  as  many  as  possible  of 
these  books,  the  Library  requests  that  employees,  especially  in  the  field,  hav¬ 
ing  department  books  turn  them  in,  either  permanently  or  for  recharging. 

The  following  publications  of  the  Bureau  were- issued  in  September; 

"Rabbit  Meat  Poster,"  in  colors,  Bi-898.  Issued  September  18. 

"Fur  Laws  for  the  Season  1926-27,"  by  Prank  G.  Ashbrook  .and  Prank  L.  Earnshaw. 

Farmers'  Bulletin  1515-P.  Issued  September  20. 
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Manuscripts  have  “been  suhmitted  for  outside  publication  as  follows:  ^ 

Ashbrook,  Erank  G,  "The  Henry  Eords  of  the  Eox  Business," 

Denmead,  Talbott.  "Scaip*  Scaip.'" 

Goldman,  Edward  A.  "A  New  Kangaroo  Mouse  from  Nevada"  and  "The  Yellowstone 
Elk  in  Overabundance." 

Jackson,  Hartley  H.  T,  "Review  of  Newsom's  'Uhitetai  led  Deer'." 

Lincoln,  Frederick  C.  "Liftin.g  Power  of  the  Mallard"  and  "Bird  Migration." 

McAtee,  Vi/',  L.  "Birds  of  the  Golf  Course:  The  Kingbird." 

Nelson,  E.  1A  "Bird  Banding," 

Preble,  Edward  a.  "February  in  Nature." 

Sheldon,  H.  P.  "The  Sportsman  as  a  Game  Conservationist." 

BIOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

Vernon  Bailey  has  returned  from  the  beaver  co’untry  of  northern 
Minnesota  and  Michigan,  vvhere  he  has  been  carrying  on  further  investigations 
in  beaver  management  and  visiting  the  beaver  colonies  planted  under  fence 
three  years  ago.  The  trap  for  catching  beavers  alive  was  given  a  thorough 
and  gratifying  test  in  capturing  animals  for  experiments  in  marking,  but  no 
satisfactory  method  of  marking  the  animals  has  been  devised.  The  two  experi¬ 
mental  colonies  of  beavers  established  near  Boyne  City  and  Luther,  in  the 
Lower  Peninsula  of  Michigan,  in  September,  1923,  were  found  to  have  increased 
to  the  maximum  extent  and  to  have  built  the  necessary  dams  and  houses,  lir. 
Bailey  also  studied  the  effectiveness  of  the  fences  built  for  restraining  them. 

T.  H-  Scheffer,  of  Puyallup,  v/ash.,  continued  during  August  his  work 
on  the  relation  of  native  mammals  to  agriculture  and  other  economic  interests. 

At  the  request  of  the  Washington  State  Game  Service  beavers  received  consider¬ 
able  attention  in  localities  where  their  activities  had  proved  detrimental  to 
agriculture  or  to  highways. 

Dr.  W,  P.  Taylor,  during  a  visit  to  the  Los  nngeles  region,  participated 
in  conferences  with  various  officials  of  the  Scripps  Institution  of  Oceanography, 
at  La  Jolla,  and  Occidental  College,  the  Museiim  of  History,  Science,  and  Art, 
and  the  California  Institute  of  TechnoloQr,  at  Los  kngeles.  Plans  were  also 
elaborated  for  a  close  supervision  of  the  experimental  areas  in  northern 
Arizona  established  several  years  ago  to  promote  studies  of  the  relation  of 
rodents  to  grazing. 

Miss  Ethel  M.  Johnson,  of  this  division. is  spending  September  with  her 
parents  at  West  Unity,  Ohio, 

ALASKA  INVESTIGATIONS 

W.  F,  Bancroft  spent  two  weeks  during  the  month  on  military  duty  at 
Camp  Eustis,  Fort  Eustis,  Va, 
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ECONOMIC  INVESTIGiiTIONS 

Arrangements  have  "been  completed  for  S.  E.  Piper,  leader  of  the 
extermination  methods  project,  to  visit  a  number  of  the  field  offices 
about  October  1  to  confer  regarding  improved  methods  that  have  been 
devised  and  problems  in  the  field  that  require  further  investigation. 

James  Silver,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  the  eastern  district,  has 
returned  from  a  series  of  conferences  in  U'isconsin,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Ohio  and  reports  much  interest  in  the  work. 

Miss  Charlotte  D,  Watson,  stenographer  in  this  Division,  has  been 
spending  her  vacation  at  Colonial  Beach. 

Eoy  W,  Moore,  junior  ibiologist ,  spent  three  days  in  Einney  County, 

Nans,,  during  the  month  to  check  up  oh  the  prairie-dog  and  jack- rabbit 
situation.  Plans  for  rabbit-poisoning  experiments  and  for  some  community 
work  during  fall  and  winter  were  formulated.  Mr.  Moore  also  visited  Kearney, 
Hamilton,  Greeley,  Wichita,  Lane,  and  Scott  Counties  to  interview  county 
clerks,  trustees,  and  county  commissioners  regarding  prairie-dog  campaigns 
end  found  a  general  concern  about  jack  rabbits.  Kearney  County  alone  paid 
out  in  bounties  last  year  4^16,000  for  rabbit  ears. 

A,  E.  Gray, leader  of  rodent  control  in  New  Mexico,  attended  the 
fifth  annual  conference  of  the  teachers  of  vocational  a.gri culture  at  the 
State  college  on  August  12  and  discussed  problems  of  rodent  control  in  the 
State.  Consideration  was  given  to  the  introduction  of  instruction  in  rodent- 
control  methods  as  factors  in  crop  production  in  the  various  schools  throu^- 
out  the  State.  By  such  instru.ction  it  will  be  possible  to  acquaint  farmers 
and  stockmen  with  the  necessity  of  considering  the  control  of  injurious  animal 
pests  in  the  cost  of  production. 

Jordan  Valley  comm;anity  in  Malheur  County,  Oreg.  ,  used  100  ounces'  of 
strychnine  in  July  in  a  campaign  conducted  against  jack  rabbits  under  the 
leadership  of  Roy  Eugate,  junior  biologist,  and  the  county  agent.  About  10,000 
of  the  rodents  were  killed.  This  is  the  first  time  in  two  summers  that  ja^'k 
rabbits  have  come  into  any  community  in  Oregon  in  sufficient  numbers  to  develop 
interest  in  a  poison  campaign.  Mr,  Fugate  has  also  investigated  damage  to  corn¬ 
fields  by  crows  in  Hood  River  County  and  porcupine  infestation  in  the  Malheur 
National  Forest. 

L.  C.  Whitehead,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Texas,  reports  7,000  rats 
killed  during  the  month  in  San  Antonio  by  merchants  cooperating  with  the  city 
health  department.  Special  concentration  in  control  work  vras  given,  particu-- 
larly  along  the  river  front,  where  the  rat  harborages  were  worst.  A  rat-proof¬ 
ing  ordinance  was  drafted  and  submitted  to  the.  city  health  officer,  the  attorney 
and  the  city  council. 
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Hie  success  of  the  rat  campaiga  carried  on  in  western  Washington 
resulted  in  calls  for  assistance  from  a  number  of  coast  cities,  writes 
Leo  K.  Couch,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Washington.  In  Puyallup,  John 
Einley,  junior  biologist,  cooperated  with  business  men  in  cleaning  up 
and  rat-proofing  a  restaurant,  a  meat  market,  and  two  groceries.  In 
Seattle  a  producers’  association  requested  assistance,  as  the  members  have 
had  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  foodstuffs  destroyed  annually  by  rats. 

As  the  result  of  work  done  last  spring  in  a  packing  plant  in  Seattle,  where 
the  rats  are  now  under  complete  control,  Mr.  Couch  was  requested  by  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  meat  inspector  in  charge  to  study  the  rat  sit¬ 
uation  at  other  packing  plants. 

George  E.  Holman,  leader  in  predatory- animal  control  in  Utah,  reports 
several  complaints  from  stockmen  of  trouble  from  coyotes  and  bears.  Hunter 
John  GrovY  has  been  successful  in  taking  two  stock -killing  bears  on  the  North 
Pork  of  the  Ogden  River,  and  herders  in  killing  three  more, 

0.  E,  Stephl,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Montana,  states  that  at 
Port  Benton,  Mont. ,  one  or  two  beavers  made  their  home  a  year  or  two  ago 
just  opposite  the  main  street  of  the  town  along  the  bank  of  the  Missouri  River, 
near  the  leading  business  houses,  Novy  there  is  a  small  colony  of  them  and 
they  have  become  accustomed  to  the  presence  of  people.  Each  evening  they 
leave  their  burrows  in  the  banks  of  the  river  and  swim  and  play  along  the 
banks  just  below  the  lawn  betvYeen  the  street  and  the  river.  One  was  observed 
under,  the  wagon  bridge  where  it  was  undisturbed  by  passing  vehicles.  They 
are  how  proving  a  nuisance  and  last  winter  damaged  the  large  cottonv;ood  trees 
on  the  boulevard  along  the  main  street. 

Mr.  Stephl  reports  the  sentiment  in  Montana  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
protection  of  antelope.  The  arrest  and  heavy  fining  of  two  poachers  in  Square 
Butte  last  fall  have  ended  the  destruction  of  these  animals  in  the  vicinity. 

It  is  said  that  35  antelope  are  ranging  just  north  of  Square  Butte;  there  VYere 
50  before  the  poachers  began  their  slaughter  last  fall.  Mr.  Stephl  also 
reports  the  lark  bunting  now  present  in  many  places  in  Montana  where  this  bird 
has  never  been  seen  before. 

H.  R.  Wells,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  South  Dakota,  resigned  effective 
September  15.  Clyde  P.  Briggs,  assistant  in  predatory- animal  control  in  South 
Dakota, also  has  tendered  his  resignation,  effective  September  30. 

POOD  HABITS  RESEilRCH 

E.  R,  Kalmbach  devoted  tvYO  vYeeks  in  September  to  the  bobolink-blackbird 
problem  in  the  only  remaining  ricefields  in  North  Carolina,  near  Wilmington. 
Investigations  were  made  of  automatic  acetylene  guns  in  protecting  the  crop  in 
the  open  fields  and  the  use  of  rifles  from  a  shooting  tower  in  place  of  a  shot¬ 
gun,  with  a  view  to  reducing  the  cost  of '  bird  minding  and  obtaining  more  effect¬ 
ive  results. 

P.  H.  Mahlman,  stenographer,  left  the  division  on  September  16  to  enter 
a  new  field  of  workiQirchitecture.  He  will  be  employed  in  the  Supervising 
Architect’s  Office  of  the  Treasury  Department,  where  he  will  take  up  duties  in 
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conTifcllon  with  the  extensive  hailding  program  authorized  by  the  last 
Congress  for  the  various  executive  departments  in  Washington.  Mr.  Mahlman 
has  been  connected  with  the  Biological  Survey  since  1920.  The  best  wishes 
of  his  former  associates  in  the  Bureau  go  v/ith  him  as  he  leaves  for  his  new 
work. 


EUE  EESOTJECES 

Dr,  Karl  B.  Hanson,  in  charge  of  the  Ej-’pieriment al  Eur  Earm  at  Sara¬ 
toga  Springs,  IJ,  Y.  ,  was  in  Washington  during  the  week  of  September  13  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Ashbrook  regarding  the  work  at  the  farm. 

D.  Monroe  Green  left  Vifashington  on  September  19  for  points  in  Kansas, 
Colorado,  Utah,  California,  and  tfeshington  to  inspect  rabbitries  and  market¬ 
ing  and  killing  establishments  and  to  study  m.ethods  employed  in  raising 
rabbits  for  meat  and  fur.  While  in  California  he  will  attend  the  rabbit 
show  at  the  Los  Angeles  County  Eair,  September  28  to  October  2. 

The  new - bulletin  on  the  fur  laws,  Earmers '  Bulletin  No.  1515-E,  "Eur 
Laws  for  the  Season  1926-27,"  was  issued  on  September  20  and  is  being  dis¬ 
tributed  to  trappers,  conservation  commissions,  raw-fur  men,  and  conserva¬ 
tionists.  Copies  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture, 

To  acquaint  the  public  with  the  value  of  domestic  rabbit  meat  and  to 
encourage  its  consumption,  the  Bureau  has  issued  a.  colored  poster  picturing 
two  dressed  rabbits  and  plates  of  fried  and  baked  rabbit  and  calling  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  good  qualities  of  this  meat.  Dealers  in  meat  and  others  who  will 
display  the  poster  in  a  conspicuous  place  may  obtain  a  copy  free  on  request 
to  the  department, 

GAICE  AND  BIED  EESEEVATIGNS 

Mr.  Goldman  left  on  September  2  to  visit  various  points  in  the  West  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  game  and  bird  reservations  of  the  Bureau 
and  also  to  continue  investigations  of  conditions  affecting  deer  on  the  Kaibab 
National  Eorest  in  northern  Arizona,  in  cooperation  with  officials  of  the 
Eorest  Service  and  the  National  Park  Service,  Also,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Eorest  Service  and  State  game  commissions,  he  will  study  problems  relating  to 
the  increase  of  elk  in  Wyoming,  Montana,  and  the  Olympic  Eorest  of  the  State 
of  Washington. 

By  Executive  order  of  august  28,  1926,  a  new  bird  reservation,  to 
be  laiorn  as  the  Col'ombia  River  Bird  Refuge,  has  been  created  on  two  small 
islands  in  the  Columbia  River,  at  the  mouth  of  the  .salla  i.alla  River,  .vash- 
ington,  comprising  together  about  8  1— x  acres  of  land.  The  creation  of  this 
refuge  was  based  on  field  investigations  of  the  Biological  Survey,  which 
found  these  rocky’'  islets  especially^  desirable  as  breeding  grounds  and  safe 
retreats  for  ducks  and  other  ’lid  fowl. 
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Miss  Clara  Bath,  stenographer-clerk  in  this  Division,  spent  her 
vacation  late  in  August  and  early  in  Septeirher  at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J« 

Vferden  Drank  H,  Rose  has  loaned  a  huffalo  calf  and  yearling  huffalo 
and  elk  from  the  Bison  Range  to  the  State  of  Montana  for  exhibition  at 
various  fairs  this  fall»  a  yearling  huffalo  hull  has  teen  shipped  from  thii  s 
reservation  to  the  town  park  at  Wadena,  Minn-,  Old  '’Skimj”  believed  to  be  the 
last  of  the  original  herd  of  buffalo  introduced  cn  the  Bison  Range,  died  on 
September  5. 

A  buffalo  and  an  elk  were  sold  during  the  month  from  the  herds  at 
Niobrara  Reservation,  Nebr. ,  for  use  at  a  barbecue  at  the  Izaak  Walton  League 
convention  held  in  Valentine,  Nebr. 

Reports  from  Lake  Malheur  Bird  Reservation,  Oreg. ,  state  that  condi¬ 
tions  there  are  rapidly  improving  on  account  of  coo} sr  weather,  and  few  ducks 
are  now  dying. 

Rain  during  the  latter  part  of  August  at  Conco.nul}.y  Bird  Reservation, 

Viiash. ,  and  vicinity  caused  the  blue  and  ruffed  grouse  there  to  pa,ES  on  to 

higher  ground  and  to  the  shelter  of  large  timber,  Himgarian  and  Chinese 
pheasants,  are  staying  on  the  refuge,  but  vraterfowl  are  fewer  there  than  they 
have  been  in  other  years,  because  of  the  scarcity  of  v/ater  in  the  reservoir. 
Blue  herons  and  killdeers  are  more  plentiful  than  other  birds. 

Warden  Ludwig  Bethel,  of  Tortugas  Keys  Bird  Reservation,  Ela. ,  reports 
that  the  increase  of  the  birds  over  last  year  at  this  refuge  is  about  15  per 

cent  and  that  the  birds  are  in  good  condition. 

Warden  Wesley  D.  Parker,  who  has  supervision  over  Chase  Lake  and  Stump 
Lal-ce  Bird  Reservations,  IT.  Dak.,  visited  these  refuges  recently  and  erected 
nev7  signs,  replaced  old  ones,  and,  at  Stump  Lake,  constructed  80  rods  of  fence. 
Many  pelicans,  ducks,  and  gulls  v?ere  seen  at  Chase  Lake. 

importations 

Dr.  Joseph  Grinnell,  director  of  the  Museum  of  Vertebrate  Zoology,  at 
Berkeley,  Calif.,  resigned  on  Au.gast  30,  1926,  as  inspector  of  foreign  birds 
and  mammals  at  the  port  of  San  Prancisco,  a  position  that  he  has  held  since 
1910. 

Among  the  birds  imported  during  the  month  v/ere  131  blue  mountain  lories 
from  Sydney,  Australia*  This  is  probably  the  largest  number  of  these  birds 
ever  received  in  a  single  shipment. 

MIGPATORY-BIRD  TREATf  AND  LACEY  acts 

"Warden  P.  S.  Pamham  underwent  a  serious  operation  for  the  removal  of  a 
toxic  goiter,  at  Sayre,  Pa. ,  on  September  14.  The  latest  report  is  that  he  is 
doing  well.  Mr,  Parnham’s  health  has  been  failing  for  some  time,  and  it  is  the 
hope  of  his  friends  in  the  Bureau  that  his  recovery  will  be  a  speedy  one. 


THE  SURVEY 


7 


September,  1926 


"iiiarderL  K,  E.  Roahen  returned  to  his  headquarters  at  Peoria,  Ill.,  on 
August  24  after  spending  about  a  month  in  Vi/'ashington  and  near-by  points  on 
official  business. 

vi/’arden  George  M.  Riddick  has  now  taken  up  his  official  headquarters  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark, 

The  appointment  of  United  States  Game  harden  B,  J,  Pacetti,  of  Ponce 
Park,  Ela. ,  has  been  terminated,  effective  August  31,  1926, 

Erank  L.  Eamshaw  returned  on  September  13  after  a  two  weeks'  motor 
trip  with  his  family  throu^  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Miss 
Eugenia  M.  Lane  spent  a  week  with  friends  at  Astoria,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. , 
during  September, 

TWo  violators  of  the  migratory-bird  treaty  act  in  Illinois  were  recent¬ 
ly  required  to  remain  in  jail  seven  days  each  before  arrangements  could  be  made 
for  the  payment  of  their  fines.  Two  others  spent  4  and  25  days,  respectively, 
in  jail  for  similar  offenses. 

Eederal  Deputy  Warden  A.  J.  Stev7art,  of  Wilmington,  Bel.,  during  the 
first  two  weeks  of  the  open  season  arrested  four  persons'  for  killing  pro¬ 
tected  species.  In  State  court  one  of  the  offenders,  charged  v/ith  killing  a 
bittern,  was  fined  $10  and  costs;  another,  for  killing  meadowlarks,  <p75  and 
costs;  and  two  others,  charged  with  killing  sandpipers,  r;ere  fined,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  costs,  $95  and  $100,  respectively. 
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Cases  Terminated  —  Repo rts  Received  Rurinig:  mgast 


warden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Fine 

Chari  ton ,  Eran  cis  * 

1 

Ohio 

Possessing  a  loon 

$20  and  costs  ; 

Holmes 

1 

Iowa 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$25  and  costs 

Kelsey 

1 

So. Dakota 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$25 

McCurdy** 

3 

Louisiana 

Killing  robins 

$25  each 

Pierce* 

1 

New  Jersey 

K’unting  ducks  after  sunset 

$25 

Eoahen 

1 

Illinois 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$15 

Shaver 

1 

Minnesota 

Killing  meadowlarks 

$5 

II 

3 

II 

Hunting  killdeers 

$10  each 

Shaver,  Hordin** 

1 

II 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$10 

Stadlmeir* 

2 

Rhode  Island  Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$5  each 

Steele,  R.  C. 

1 

Oregon 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$10 

Cases 

Reported  for  Prosecution 

Warden 

Cases 

S  0 

Violation 

Birsch,  Curling** 

8 

Virginia 

Killing  sandpipers  and  snipe 

Poolkes* 

1 

Louisiana 

Killing  ni^t  herons 

McCurdy** 

3 

11 

Killing  robins 

Eicharme** 

1 

II 

Possessing  ni^t  herons 

*  U.  S.  Deputy  Game  V/arden 
**  Deputy  State  Game  warden 
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GENERAli  NOTES 

Eight  members  of  the  Biological  Survey  attended  the  forty-fourth  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Ornithologists'  Union,  held  at  the  Victoria  Memorial 
Museum,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  October  11  to  15:'  W.  C«  Henderson,  W.  L,  McAtee,  Dr, 

T.  S*  Palmer,  Dr,  H,  C.  Oberholser,  Erederick  C.  Lincoln,  Miss  May  T,  Cooke, 
Edward  A.  Preble,  and  Charles  H,  M.  Barrett.  The  program  included  the  following 
papers  by  members  of  the  Bureau:  "Averages  Are  Eundamental  in  Economic 
Ornithology,"  by  Mr,  McAtee;  "Audubon's  Shearwater  in  the  United  States,"  by 
Doctor  Palmer;  "Y/ater  Birds  on  the  New  Jersey  Coast,"  lay  Doctor  Oberholser; 

"The  Migration  of  the  North  American  Herring  Gull,"  by  Mr.  Lincoln;  and 
"Canadian  Field  Ornithology;  1750-1900,"  by  Mr.  Preble,  Of  the  five  associates 
elected  members  of  the  Union,  were  Miss  May  Thacher  Cooke  (who  became  an 
associate  member  in  1915)  and  Stanley  Gordon  Jewett  (an  associate  in  1906), 
of  the  Biological  Survey,  Dr,  Alexander  Wetmore,  formerly  biologist  in  this 
Bureau  and  now  assistant  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  was  elected 
president  of  the  Union, 

^'^any  of  the  members  of  the  A,  0,  U.  are  actively  cooperating  with  the 
Biological  Survey,  their  work  being  voluntary  and  without  expense  to  the  Bureau* 
Some  are  bird-migration  observers  and  others  bird-banding  cooperators.  The 
Canadian  government  has  also  been  cooperating  in  the  bird-banding  v/ork.  The 
meeting,  which  was  the  first  ever  held  outside  the  United  States,  afforded 
members  of  the  Bureau  opportunity  to  confer  with  these  cooperators  and  to  ex¬ 
change  information,  Mr,  Henderson  was  able  to  confer  with  Canadian  officials 
on  the  operation  of  the  laws  for  the  enforcement  of  the  migratory-bird  treaty 
act;  and  Mr.  McAtee  visited  a  large  and  successful  game  farm  at  Toronto,  in 
furtherance  of  his  investigations  for  the  assistance  of  American  breeders  of 
game  birds,  who  seek  to  provide  an  additional  source  of  food  and  to  restock 
the  game  coverts  of  the  country* 

Miss  M,  E,  McClellan,  assistant  in  the  department  of  birds  of  the  Califorr^ 
ia  Academy  of  Sciences,  who  has  recently  returned  from  a  collecting  trip  in 
Mexico,  visited  offices  of  the  Bureau  on  October  2. 

The  following  publications  of  the  Bureau  were  issued  in  October; 

"Directory  of  Officials  and  Organizations  Concerned  with  the  Protection  of  Birds 
and  Game;  1926,"  compiled  by  Talbott  Denmead  and  Frank  L.  Earnshaw.  Depart¬ 
ment  Circular  398-C.  Received  October  16. 

"Voles  of  the  Genus  Phenacomys;  I,  Revision  of  the  Genus  Phenacomys;  II,  Life 
History  of  the  ;fted  Tree  Mouse  (Phenacomys  longicaudus) .By  A.  BrazierrHowell. 
North  American  Fauna  No,  48.  Received  October  16. 
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Manuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  publication  as  follows; 

Buchanan,  L.  ‘’A  Short  Review  of  ITotaris  (Coleoptera;  Curculionidae)* 
Gabrielson,  Ira  H*  "The  Use  of  Crude  Calcium  Cyanide  in  Rat  Control  in  the  City 
of  Portland,  Oregon,"  '^Some  Rodent  Pests  ..of  , the  Northwest,"  and  "Uote  on 
Certain  Birds  Eeeding  on  Uild  Cherry,," 

Kalmbach,  E»  R*  "Monetary  Value  of  Marsh  Hawks," 

Malloch,  J,E.  "A  Hew  Species  of  Sapromysidae  from  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
(Diptera)* 

Oberholser,  Harry  C.  "The  Migration  of  Uorth  American  Birds"  and  "August  and 
September  Birds  ,at  Washington,  D.,  C,-." 

Stoddard,^  Herbert  L.  "Report  on  Coope^rative  Quail  Investigations:  With  Prelimi¬ 
nary  Recommendations  for  Development  of  Quail  Prese.rves*" 

Guy  W,  lane,  of  the  Office  :0f  Accounts,  ■  left  by  autoioobile  on  October  26  for 
a  visit  at  his  home  in  Swayzee,  Ind* 

Paul  H.  Oehser,  of  the  Editorial  Office,  spent  from  October  8  to  IS  on  annual 
leave  at  his  home  in  Eorestville,-  Chautauqua  County,  17,  Y* 

BIOLOGICAL  lUVESTIGATIOHS ' 

Vernon  Bailey  left  Washington  on  .October  20  for  'California,  where 
he  will  spend  a  month  in  the  Mohave  Desert  studying  the  habits  of  the  desert 
animals,  ?/ith  special  reference  to  hibernation.  Specimens  of  some  of  the 
rarer  species  will  be  captured  alive  and  brought  back  for  further  study, 

0.  J,  Murie  has  returned  to  the  United  States  after  a  successful 
trip  to  the  region  of  the  Porcupine  and  did, Grow  Rivers  in  Yukon  and  Alaska, 
where  a  number  of  geese  and  duck  hawks  \7.ere  .banded  and,  specimens  of  birds 
and  mammals  collected,  Mr,  Murie  is  spending  a  few  days  on  annual  leave  at 
TT.visp,  Wash,,  after  which  he  will  return  to  .Washington,  D.  0* 

Dr.  W.  P.  Taylor  spent  the  latter  part  of  September  at  the  rodent 
experimental  plots  at  Seligman  and. Williams,  Ariz, ,'and  in  the  Coconino  and 
Santa  Rita  areas,  checking  up  data  on  the  relation  of  rodents  to  grazing, 

"Voles  of  the  Genus  Phenacomys,."  by  A-  Brazier  Howell,  was  published 
on  October  12  as  Worth  Anerican  Eauria  .Ho,  48,  The  report  consists  of  t'v/o 
parts,  (1)  a  technical  revision  of  the  genus,  and  (2)  the  results  of  a 
study  of  one  of  the  more  interesting  and  scientifically  important  species, 
the  red  tree  mouse  (Phenacomys  longicaudus) .  The  investigations  constitute 
an  intensive  study  and  are  based  on  an  examination  of  317  specimens  of  ten 
species  and  subspecies  of  the  genus,  loractically  all  that  are  extant  in 
this  country  and  Canada,  ..’ 

Theo,  H.  Scheffer  during  September  continued  his  studies  of  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  moles  and  other  animals  inliabiting  mole  runways  to  .the  growing  of 
root  crops  and  bulbs.  During  the  past  year  or  tv;b  the  growing  of  bulbs 
has  become  an  irrportant  industry  in  the  P’uget  Sound  region,  xvhere  a  number 
of  horticulturists  from  Holland  have  recently  settled. 
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A.  Brazier  Howell  spent  the  latter  part  of  October  in  Hev;  York  City 
studying  the  raancial  collections  of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History, 

ALASHA  Iir/ESTIGATIONS 

The  Alaska  Game  Commission  reports  the  continuation  of  efforts  to 
stock  certain  areas  in  Alaska  with  big  game  from  the  States,  and  on  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  a  male  and  female  elk  were  liberated  on  Kruzof  Island  in  southeast¬ 
ern  Alaska*  These  animals  were  from  the  Roosevelt  elk  obtained  from  the 
Oljiiroic  Peninsula  through  the  Washington  State  game  department  and  paid  for 
by  Territorial  funds  made  available  to  the  Commission  by  the  last  Alaska 
legislature.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  obtaining  additional  animals 
next  spring, 

ECONOMIC  INVESTIGATIONS 

Doctor  Eisher  is  continuing  his  field  trip  through  the  West  and  has 
visited  many  interesting  points  where  field  operations  are  in  progress. 

In  Utah  Mr,  Holman  and  Hunter  Hurdsman  established  several  poison  stations 
while  Doctor  Eisher  was  with  them, 

E.  E.  Horn,  assistant  biologist,  stationed  at  phoenix,  Ariz, ,  has 
been  continuing  his  study  of  the  movements  of  porcupines  and  finds  that 
these  animals  reoccur  along  definite  areas  at  given  periods  of  the  year. 
Blocks  of  wood  soaked  in  a  salt  solution  and  nailed  in  trees  are  eaten 
regularly  by  the  animals,  and  similar  blocks  containing  strychnine- salt 
have  been  responsible  for  the  death  of  several  porcupines  found  in  the 
vicinity. 


Joseph  Keyes,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  California,  in  company 
wdth  E,  E.  Garlough,  of  the  eradication  methods  laboratory,  during  the 
month  reviewed  the  rabbit  conditions  in  the  Honey  Lake  Valley  and  adjacent 
areas  extending  into  Nevada,  They  found  a  striking  absence  of  rabbits,  the 
results  of  the  early  summer  poisoning  with  salt,  as  conducted  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  farm  bureau  and  the  horticultural  coiomissioner ,  and  of 
depletion  by  disease.  In  driving  50  miles  from  Doyle,  Calif, ,  into  Nevada, 
where  last  spring  not  less  than  500  rabbits  were  lying  dead  along  the  road, 
the  result  of  automobile  and  sport  hunting,  scarcely  a  dozen  could  be  counted 
during  Mr,  Keyes's  last  trip, 

L.  L.  Laythe,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Colorado,  exhibited  during 
the  month  a  pocket-gopher  panel  at  the  V/estern  Slope  Eair  at  Montrose.  He 
reports  the  booth  packed  the  entire  week  with  visitors  especially  interested 
in  eradication  methods  on  account  of  the  recent  infestation  of  a  large  portion 
of  this  country  by  the  pocket  gopher.  Mr.  Laythe' lias  been  receiving  an  in¬ 
creasing  number  of  inquiries  for  methods  of  destroying  pocket  gophers  and 
believes  that  the  exhibit  did  much  good* 

0.  E.  Stephl,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Montana,  reports  a  number 
of  black-footed  ferrets  in  certain  prairie-dog  tovvns  on  the  Grow  Indian 
Reservation,  Local  ranchers  call  them  "bull  vreasels"  and  ''monlcey-f aced 
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prairie  dogs."  These  ferrets  prohahly  subsist  almost  entirely  on  live 
prairie  dogs,  and  Mr.  Stephl  suggests  that  the  renarlcable  kills  of  prairie 
dogs  may  in  reality  be  due  not  to  the  poison  alone,  but  to  the  fact  that 
v/hen  the  nrimerical  relation  between  prairie  dogs  and  ferrets  has  been 
disturbed  the  ferrets  kill  the  few  prairie  dogs  that  escape  the  poison* 

The  forest  supervisor  of  the  Uncompahgro  Rational  Forest  reported 
to  Stanley  P.  Young,  leader  of  predatory- animal  control  in  Colorado,  that 
on  a  field  trip  on  the  summer  grazing  areas  of  the  forest  not  a  single 
coyote  or  coyote  track  was  seen,  and  only  once  was  a  coyote  heard  to  howl* 

Stanley  G,  Jewett,  lea.der  of  predatory-animal  control  in  Oregon, 
reports  that  bears  have  caused  considerable  trouble  in  the  higher  sections 
in  the  Blue  Mountain  area  during  the  past  summer.  Hunter  John  Laurence 
succeeded  in  destroying  a  bear  in  his  territory  that  had  killed  8  sheep  in 
one  night.  Another  bear  in  Umatilla  County  raided  a  band  of  sheep  and 
killed  12  in  one  ni^at,  and  in  \7allowa  County  a  bear  is  reported  to  have 
killed  a ^ calf. 

Ten  wild  dogs,  which  no  doubt  had  been  lost  or  abandoned  by  tourists 
or  transients  and  forced  to  become  predatory,  v;ere  killed  in  South  Dakota 
during  September.  One  of  these  dogs  had  Icilled  17  sheep. 

Most  of  the  hunters  in  Utali  during  September  continued  the  poison 
campaign  on  the  winter  ranges  of  the  State,  with  some  noteworthy  results. 
Uhere  they  v/ere  able  to  go  back  over  their  poison  lines  they  found  the 
v\rork  effective.  Ten  men  worked  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  two  to¬ 
gether,  with  cars,  and  v/hile  these  visited  only  a  small  part  of  the  many 
poison  lines  put  out,  they  foimd  an  average  of  26  coyotes  apiece.  The 
greatest  pickup,  92  coyotes,  v/as  made  by  Hunters  \'h  J.  Lov;der  and  Arthur 
Perry,  in  Iron  and  northern  YJashington  Cotinties. 

A  sheeiD  owner  of  Rock  Springs,  Uyo. ,  states  that  he  has  saved  600 
sheep  during  the  past  year  by  cooperating  v/ith  the  Biological  Survey 
in  keeping  a  good  hunter  working  on  his  range. 

Hunter  Del  Dearth,  of  Big  Piney,  Uyo, ,  on  September  11  shot  a  black 
bear  that  had  killed  and  was  eating  a  sheep.  Hunter  Torrence  shot  a  bear 
that  during  July  and  August  had  killed  15  sheep  on  a  ranch  at  Kaycee,  Uyo, 

FJR  RESOURCES 

Mr.  Ashbrook  spent  from  October  16  to  ,21  at  the  Experimental  Pur  . 
Farm  at  Saratoga  Springs,  R. Y. ,  after  which  he  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Fox  Breeders ^  Association  at  Wells  River,  Vt, 

BridgeY\rater  Arnold,  of  the  Rational.  A.ssocia.tion  of  the  Fur  Industry, 
cooperating  with  the  Biological  Survey,  v;as  in  W'ashington  during  the  last 
week  of  October  collecting  statistical  matter  in  the  Department  of  Commerce, 
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GAME  AJTO  BIED  EESERVATICTilS 

Eoctor  Nelson  and-  U.  S.  GaPie  Harden  E.  C.  Steele  visited  lake 
Malhenx  Bird  Eefnge,  Oreg., ,  late  in  Septemler  to  study  conditions  there. 
Stats  Game  Commissioner  Harold  Clifford  and  District  Gains  Harden  Hazel- 
tine  also  visited  Lalce  Malheur  early  in  Octoher,  Geese  are  reported 
plentiful  ari.d  in  fine  condition  at  the  refuge,  and  many  geese  and  ducks  are 
in  the  vicinity, 

Gen,  John  J,  Pershing  visited  Niohrara  Eeservation,  Nehr, ,  with  a 
hunting  party  on  October  8  and  had  lunch  on  the  grounds.  Harden  Ered  M, 
Dille  piloted  him  and  his  party  across  the  reservation,  Hhen  he  wa^  a 
second  lieutenant,  General  Pershing  was  stationed  at  old  Port  Niobrara 
and  was  therefore  much  interested  in  revisiting  the  scenes  where  he  began 
his  military  career.  Prof,  George  E.  Condra,  of  the  University  of  Nebraslca, 
also  recently  visited  Niobrara  and  took  motion  pictures  of  the  buffalo 
and  elk  in  the  north  pasture,  A  large  delegation  from  the  Izaak  Hal- ton 
League  convention  at  Valentine,  Ilebr.  ,  and  many  persons  attending  the 
county  fair  were  also  among  the  visitors  at  this  reservation  in  September, 

Many  coots,  numerous  teal  and  wood  ducks,  and  a  few  mallards  were 
reported  at  Big  Lake  Bird  Eefuge,  Ark,,  early  in  October, 

The  reservoir  at  Conconully  Bird  Eefuge,  Hash,,  is  filling  slowly, 
and  ducks  and  other  waterfowl  are  arriving  there. 

Not  so  many  ducks  as  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year  are  at  Belle 
Fourche  Bird  Eefuge,  S,  Dak.  ,  but  Harden  George  M,  Hilson  states  that  ponds 
in  the  vicinity  are  full  of  birds.  The  severest  frost  on  record  in  that 
locality  occurred  on  September  24,  resulting  in  heavy  losses  of  corn, 
potatoes,  and  apples. 

The  mountains  surro'unding  the  Elk  Eefuge  were  covered  vrith  snow 
the  last  of  September,  and  on  September  25  zero  weather  was  reported  there. 
An  employee  on  September  26,  noticed  a  large  six-point  bull  elk  enter  the 
Eefuge,  the  first  one  seen  there  this  season  and  proba.bXy  driven  by  hunters 
from  the  mountain  to  the  east.  It  took  shelter  in  a  grove  of. aspens  on  a 
small  butte  within  the  refuge,  v/here  it  seemed  clearly  evident  that  it  knew 
that  it  would  be  protected. 

The  hay  harvested  at  the  Elk  Eefuge  du.ring  the  past  summ.er  amount¬ 
ed  to  835  tons,  which,  T;ith  the  accomulated  supply,  the  hay  owned  by  the 
State  of  Wyoming,  and  that  harvested  on  the  adjacent  I zaalc  Walton  League 
lands,  makes  approximately  4,350  tons  avaiiakle  for  feeding  the  elk  during 
the  coming  winter. 

Warden  Y/esley  D,  Parker  states  that  many  ducks,  including  a  large 
number  of  blue-winged  teal,  were  stopping  on  Sweetwater  Lake  within  Sullys 
Hill  Ggme  Preserve,  N.  Dalm  ,  early  in  October  and  many  mallai'ds  coming  -with 
the  tamer  ducks  on  the  preserve  to  headquarters  for  grain.  Many  Franklin 
gulls  are  on  the  shore  of  Devils  Lalce  at  this  place,  but  not  many  geese 
have  been  seen  there  this  fall. 


■THE  SimVEY 


-  6  - 


October,  1926 


Erom  October  1,  1925,  to  September  50,  1926,  a  total  of  19,921  persons 
with  4,484  automobiles  came  to  Sirllys  Hill  Preserve,  a  great  increase  over  the 
previous  year  because  of  the  conpletion  of  the  Hurtness  Scenic  Highway,  which 
crosses  part  of  it*  The  season  for  visitors  closed  on  September  50* 

Large  flocks  of  green-winged  teal  and  some  mallards  are  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Bison  Range,  many  mallards  are  on  the  reservation,  and  several  thousand 
ducks  are  on  Mission  Creek,  which  crosses  the  Range,  where  they  are  seeking 
the  safety  of  the  protected  area*  About  eight  inches  of  snow  fell  at  the 
Bison  Range  on  September  23,  and  the  temperature  was  only  four  degrees  above 
zero  on  the  morning  of  the  24tha 

Tferden  A*  P-.  Chambers,  of  Uind  Cave  Game  Preserve,  S.  Dak*,  has  been 
seriously  ill  since  early  in  August,  but  according  to  recent  reports  from 
the  attending  physician  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  be  able  to  resume  his 
duties  in  the  near  future, 

Ludwig  Bethel,  v;arden  of  Tortuga,s  Keys  and  Key  L'est  Bird  Refuges, 

Pla. ,  has  resigned,  effective  October  31, 

Miss  Ethel  K.  Jett,  of  this  division,  spent  her  vacation  during  the 
lakter  part  of  September  and  early  in  October  motoring  in  southwestern 
Virginia  and  v/estern  North  Carolina# 


I'.iP0RTATI0NS 

Edward  M*  Eiirhorn,  inspector  of  foreign  birds  and  mar.mals  at  the 
port  of  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  resigned  on  September  30,  1926,  to  enter  private 
employment,  Mr,  Eiirhorn  was  chief  plant  inspector  of  the  board  of  commis¬ 
sioners  of  agriculture  and  forestry  and  v/a.s  appointed  to  represent  the 
Biological  Survey  in  the  inspection  of  importations  on  August  1,  1919, 

D.  T.  Eullaway,  entomologist  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  agriculture 
and  forestry,  and  L,  A,  Nhitney,  associate  plant  inspector,  have  been 
authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  ilgriculture  to  malee  inspections  of  birds 
and  mammals  at  the  T)ort  of  Honolulu, 


Several  large  shipments  of  birds  and  mammals  were  entered  at  Nev; 
York  during  the  month,  and  from  October  11  to  16  a  total  of  30,553  birds 
were  entered  at  that  port,  the  duty  on  which  amounted  to  about  $15,000, 

The  importation  of  foxes  and  other  fur-bearing  animals  from  Canada 
has  increased  considerably  during  the  past  few  weeks* 

tllG-RATORY-BIRD  TPJEATY  AITO  LACEY  ACTS 

Mr.  Sheldon,  wrhile  on  leave  in  Vermont  from  October  7  to  15,  spoke 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Dog  River  Eish  and  Game  Club  at  Northfield  and  also 
called  on  the  fish  and  game  comiTdssioner ,  at  Montpelier.  He  spent  a  few 
days  during  this  period  shooting  grouse  and  v/oodcock.  He  found  native  wood¬ 
cock  plentiful  and  reports  that  the  stock  of  grouse  apparently  had  not  been 
much  damaged  by  the  epizootic  of  grouse  disease,  which  had  been  sweeping 
the  Nev/  England  States. 
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Janies  W,  Stuber,  United  States  deputy,  same  warden  stationed  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  is  heading  a  collecting  expedition  in  llova  Scotia  to  ob¬ 
tain  specimens  of  big  game  for  the  Ohio  State  Museum,  Mr,  Stuber  is  a 
sportsman  and  member  of  the  Ohio  Archaeological  and  Historical  Society, 
and  it  is  in  these  capacities  that,  with  another  outdoorsmcn  and  tvio 
celebrated  Uova  Scotia  Micmac  Indian  guides,  he  is  going  into  the  unspoiled 
wilderness  for  specimens  of  moose,  deer,  bear,  and  other  big  game  for 
habitat  groups  for  the  rau.seums  He  will  also  make  a  motion-picture  story 
of  the  gams  trails  of  the  Land  of  Evangeline,  and  also  of  the  tides  of 
Eundy  and  of  historical  scenes  at  Grand  Pre  and  in  the  land  of  the  Micmacs, 
Moose,  bear,  and  dder  Mere  once  plentiful  in  Ohio  but  have  been  extinct 
there  for  many  years,  and  to  obtain  specimens  for  the  museum  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  go  to  the  Canadian  wilds.  The  party  reached  St,  Jolins,  Hew 
Brunswick,  via  the  Canadian  Pacific  route,  and  from  there  will  go  to 
Hova  Scotia  across  the  Bay  of  Eundy  after  making  scenes  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  big-game  country  on  the  mainland.  Officials  of  the  Ohio  State 
Museum  plan  to  make  that  institution  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  its 
kind  in  the  Middle  West  through  the  development  of  the  department  of 
natural  history,  and  will  have  Mr,  Stuber ^s  cooperation, 

U,  S.  Game  Harden  J,  V.  Kelsey  has  been  transferred  from  Watertown, 

S,  Dak,,  to  Daytona,  Ela, ,  and  has  now  established  hea'dquarters  at'  the 
latter  place.  He  spent  October  14  to  16  in  'Washington,  D,  C, 

The  Bureau  friends  of  'Warden  P,  S.  Earnham  are  pleased  to  learn 
that  he  has  left  the  hospital  and  returned  to  his  home  and  is  rapidly  im¬ 
proving. 

Motor-boat  patrol  in  connection  with  the  protection  of  raigramory 
birds  will  be  resumed  on  the  Potomac  River  with  the  Curlew  and  a  \?arden 
and  engineer  about  Ilovember  1,  The  motor  boat  Ganvasback  will  be  stationed 
on  Back  Bay,  Va,  ,  again  the  coming  season  and  will  have  an  engineer  and 
warden  aboard.  The  Bureau  also  is  planning  to  have  a  warden  and  boat  on 
Currituck  Sound  during  the  hunting  season.  The  motor  boats  Duck  and  Bobolink 
have  recently  been  sold,  as  they  vrere  of  no  further,  use  to  the  Bureau,  The 
Plover  has  been  transferred  from  Wachapreague,  Va, ,  v;here  it  v/as  under  the 
supervision  of  Vfarden  T.  T,  Bloxsom,  to  Salem,  H,  J,  ,  Warden  P,  K,  Hilliard 
now  being  in  charge. 

If  jail  sentences  and  substantial  fines  can  serve  as  deterrents, 
violations  of  the  game  laws  in  Missouri  should  be  manifestly  curbed.  On 
September  27  five  violators  of  the  migratory-bird  treaty  act  were  arraigned 
in  Eederal  court  in  St,  Louis,  One  charged  with  h''ahting  wild  ducks  after 
sunset  was  fined  $25;  another  for  possessing  killdeers,  $25;  and  three 
others  for  hunting  ducks  in  close  season,  $50,  $100,  and  $250,  respectively, 
the  last  of  whom,  being  without  sujfficient  funds,  v/as  remanded  to  jail 
until  the  money  was  forthcoming.  On  October  5,  another  offender,  iong  knoi,m 
as  a  game-law  violator,  in  the  same  court,  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  of 
killing  and  possessing  wild  ducks  and  coots  in  close  seenon.  He  was  sentenced 
by  the  court  to  30  days  in  jail. 
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Cases  Teminated  —  Reports  Received  Diorin^  Septem'ber 


Warden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Pine 

Barmeier 

1 

Missouri 

^  Hunting 

ducks  after  sunset 

$25 

II 

1 

II 

Killing 

ducks  in  close  season 

$250 

Barmeier ,  Or  eecTi* , 

1 

11 

Possessing  ducks  and  coots  in 

30 

days  ID 

Heller* ,Eerrier* 

close 

season 

jail 

Barmeier , Heller* 

1 

U 

■  Hunting 

ducks  in  close  season 

$100 

Barmeier, Schroer* 

1 

II 

Killing 

brant  in  close  season 

$75 

II  fi 

1 

n 

Killing 

brant  in  close  season 

$100 

Birsch. 

1 

Virginia 

Killing 

an  egret 

$10 

Creech* ,Eiedinger* 

1 

Missouri 

Possessing  a  killdeer 

$25 

Eerricr* 

1 

II 

Hunting 

ducks  in  close  season 

$50 

Linehau^ 

1 

Tennessee 

Hunting 

doves  in  close  season 

$25 

Me s tel* 

1 

Illinois 

Killing 

ducks  in  close  season 

$5 

It 

1 

II 

Killing 

ducks  in  close  season 

$10 

Shaver 

4 

Missouri 

Himting  ducks  in  close  season 

$10  eac’: 

Stadlmeir* 

1 

Eh,  Island 

Killing 

a  goose  in  close  season 

$1 

Steele,  O.D* 

1 

lov/a 

Hunting 

coots  after  sunset 

$10  and 

costs  0- 

$12. 80 

Cases 

Reported 

for  Prosecution 

Warden 

Cases  State 

Violation 

Linehaugh 

4 

Tennes£ 

?ee 

Killing  doves  in  close 

season 

II 

1 

11 

Hunting  doves  in  close 

season 

Shaver 

1 

: Minnesota 

Possessing  a  sv;an 

Tonld.n  ,  5  Hevada  Killing  doves  in  close  season 


*  U.  S.  Deputy  Game  V/arden 
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GENSRAl  NOTES 

Doctor  iJelson  returned  on  November  21  from  his  annual  ins|)ection  trip 
in  the  West,  chiefly  in  Utah,  Oregon,  California,  and  Arizona.  The  main  fea¬ 
ture  of  his  field  work  was  an  investiga,tion  of  the  causes  of  the  mortality 
among  wild  fowl. which  for  years  has  occurred  on  the  Bear  River  Marshes  in 
Utah  and  to  a  lesser  extent  on  Malheur  Lai:e,  Oregon,  and  Tule  and  Lower  Kalmath 
Lakes  in  northern  California.  In  the  great  Bear  River  Marshes  the  alkaline 
water  has  concentrated  to  such  an  extent  that  at  times  it  has  become  a  deadly 
poison  and  has  caused  the  death  of  millions  of  birds.  Similar  conditions  at 
Malheur  Lake  and  other  places  have  undoubtedly  resulted  in  the  death  of  myriads 
of  ducks,  geese,  and  other  wild  fowl.  Annual  evaporation  and  drainage  have 
become  so  extensive  that  they  have  caused  a  marked  decrease,  in  the  numbers  of 
wild  fowl  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  and  Pacific  Coast  States.  Doctor  Nelson 
believes  that  conditions  in  these  ai-eas  can  be  remedied  v/henever  funds  become 
available  for  diking  and  other  work  to  prevent  drainage  and  for  other  improve¬ 
ments.  The  work  will  be  particularly  important  in  the  Bear  River  Marshes, 
which  is  the  central  point  from  which  migratory  wild  fowl  go  to  the  surround¬ 
ing  States  and  westward  across  the  Sierra  Nevada, 

Manuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  publication  as  follows: 
Buchanan,  L,  L.  ’’Review  of  Panscopus  (Coleoptera;  Otiorhynchidae)  ”  and  "Notes 
on  a  Few  Louisiana  Beetles  Taken  at  Light." 

Denmead,  Talbott,  "Habits  hf  Great  Blue  Heron." 

Janvis,  F.  N,  "Rats  Are  Good  Swimmers  Either  Above  or  Under  Surface." 

Jewett,  Stanle3'’  G.  "Fetarts  Bay  Revisited  in  192d. " 

Malloch,  J.  R.  "A  New  Species  of  Sapromyzidae  from  China  (Diptera)." 

MsAtee,  W.  L.  "The  Alien  Sparrov?." 

Oberholser,  Harry  C.  "Our  Friend,  the  Cai’diiial"  and  "Review  of  Heinroth^s 
'Birds  of  Middle  Europe  ' . " 

Oderkirk,  Galen  C,  '"Save  Fruit  Trees  bj^  Controlling  Field  Mice." 

Preble,  Edward  A.  "A  Plea  for  Our  Hawks"  and  "Ivkrch  in  Nature." 

Stoddard,  Herbert  L.  "Bon.nj.';  Bobwhite  —  May  Its  Tribe  Increase"  and  "A  Coop¬ 
erative  Investigation  of  the  Habits  of  the  '^uail." 


The  following  publications  were  -received  during  November:  ■'  . 

"Progress  of  Reindeer  Grazing  Investigations  in  Alaska, "by  Lawrence  J. Palmer. 

Department  Bulletin  No.  l423-D.  Received  November  26.  '  ^ 

"Report  of  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey,"  by  E.  W.  Nelson. 

Release  date,  December  1. 

It  is  with  regret  that  the  death  on  November  27  is  recorded  of  Miss  >' 
Anna  Montgomery,  who  had  been  connected  with  the  Office  of  Accounts  since  I9l4. 

Miss  Mamie  S.  Crow  and  Miss  Edith  J.  Smith,  of  the  Office  of  Accounts', 
spent  a  week's  vacation  prior  to  Thanksgiving  at  Winchester,  Va. 
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BIOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS 


Dr.  H.  C.  Oberholser  maie  a  trip  on  the  Ciirlow  down  the  Potomac  River 
from  Washington  to  Wide  Water,  Va. ,  on  November  17  to  make  observations  on 
waterfowl.  He  reports  seeing  about  130,000  ducks,  mostly  lesser  scaups,  but 
including  many  black  ducks,  some  canvasbacks,  and  other  species,  and  one  flock 
of  about  1,000  redheads,  a  comparatively  rare  bird  in  this  region.  Most  of 
these  ducks  were  noted  between  Craney  Island  and  Powell  Creek  and  in  Yifide 
Water.  This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  observations  planned  for  the  autumn 
and  winter. 

Vernon  Bailey  has  reported  th^t  he  expected  to  leave  Hodge,  Calif., 
where  he  has  been  studying  the  fauna  of  the  Mohave  Desert,  on  November  24,  and 
proceed  to  Los  Angeles  and  San  Diego,  where  he  will  deliver  illustrated  talks 
on  the  Carlsbad  Cavern.  Later  ho  will  go  to  Berkeley,  Calif. ,  to  study  speci¬ 
mens  of  beavers  in  tho  Mu.seum  of  Vertebrate  Zoology. 

F,  C.  Lincoln  gave  a  talk  on  October  27  before  the  Maryland  A.cademy 
of  Sciences,  at  Baltimore,  ^on  the  results  obtained  through  the  application  of 
bird-banding  methods  in  studying  migration  in  both  Europe  and  America.  His 
talk  was  followed  by  motion  pictures  of.  the  bird  life  of  the  Biological  Survey 
reservations  on  the  Gulf  Coast  and  on  Laysan  Island,  in  tho  Hawaiian  Group, 

Mr.  Lincoln  left  Washington  on  November  25  for  Chicago  to  attend  the 
joint  meeting  of  the  Wilson  Ornithological  Club  and  the  Ini, and  Bird  Banding 
Association,  November  26  to  23.  He  delivered  a  talk  on  his  experiences  in 
banding  ducks  in  the  Bear  River  Marshes,  Utah. 

Dr,  W.  P.  Taylor,  at  Tucson,  Ariz.,  worked  at  intervals  during  October 
on  the  report  on  the  economic  relations  of  porcupines,  embodying  the  results 
of  an  investig?tion  that  has  been  in  progress  for  about  two  years.  Early 
in  the  month  he  held  a  conference  with  W.  R.  Chapline  of  the  grazing  section 
of  the  Forest  Service,  discussing  the  quadrat  studies  being  conducted  on  the 
Tonto  and  Santa  Rita  ranges  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  rodent  work  on  grazing 
areas  in  the  Southwest. 


Theo,  H.  Scheffer,  at  Puyallup,  Wash.,  has  been  contimiing  his  investi¬ 
gations  of  the  relation  of  rodents  to  bulb  and  root  plants.  He  spent  several 
days  investigating  the  damage  done  by  the  Townsend  meadow  mouse  to  celery  that 
had  been  bo.arded  up  for  blanching.  These  nice  were  also  observed  eating  cran¬ 
berries,  the  seeds  apparently  being  the  only  part  they  c ared  for. 


0.  J.  Murie  left  ’Washington  November  7  for  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  on  a  seven 
months'  furlough  to  pui'Sufe  gcientific  studies  at  the  University  of  Michigan. 

A.  Brazier  Howell,  of  this  division,  is  the  author  of  a  voluiac  on  "The 
Anatornj'’  of  the  ’Wood  Rat,"  published  on  October  27  by  the  Williams  and  Wilkins 
Company,  Baltimore,  ^t  is  a  comprehensive  study  of  tho  gross  anatomy  of  a 
coraraon  North  American  cricetine  rodent,  the  genus  Neotoma.  The  subgenus 
Homodontomys  has  been  used  as  the  basic  type,  and  comparisons  made  with  the 
subgenera  Neotoma  and  Teonoma.  Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  correla¬ 
ting  the  groups  of  limb  muscles  and  to  the  effects  of  their  functions  and 
stresses  upon  the  bones  of  the  skeleton.  This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of 
monographs  of  the  .toerican  Society  of  Maiimalogists,  under  the  editorship  of 
Doctor  Jackson. 
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.  '  Doctor  Fisher  returned  to  headquarters  on  November  20  from  an  extended 
•trip  of  inspection  and  conference  in  the  Y{est.  He  reports  good. progress  being 
made  in  the  campaigns  for  the  control  of  rodents  and  predatory  animals,.-  • 

1  1 

A.  E..0man.,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Kansas,  reports  that  he  has  as¬ 
sisted  in  poisoning  the  "last-known”  prairie  dog  in  Sedgwick  County  for  the 
third  time  in,  three  years  but  thinks  it  augurs  well  for  a  county  when  only  one 
small  center  of  infestation  is  found  a  year.  He  also  reports  that  war  against 
pocket  gophers  was  resumed  on  the  Fort  Riley  .Military  Reservation  on  October 
12.  Present  infestation  there  is  very  scattering,  and  the  poison  campaign 
aims  at  absolute  eradication  on  the  8,000  to  10,000  acres  involved  in  the 
present  program . 

While  investigating  pocket-gopher  damage  at  the  Billings  Polytechnique 
Institute,  0,  E.  S.tephl,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Montana,  found  that  these 
rodents  had  thrown  up  large  mounds  all  over  the  campus,  on  the  lawn  in  front 
of  the  main  entrance,  on  the  tennis  courts,  and  in  the  roads  and  paths.  Traps 
were  recommended  for  the  control  of  these  pests. 

Jack  rabbits  gave  much  trouble  in  Nevada  during  October,  and  B.  B.  Rich¬ 
ards,  assistant  biologist,  did  some- noteworthy  work  in  poisoning  them  in  no.rth- 
ern  Washoe  County.  Exposed  bait  killed  rabbits  in  one  night  and  more- 

than  600  the  second  night  in  the  same  place.  More  than  4,800  pounds  of  poison¬ 
ed  grain  was  prepared  and  shipped  to  Elko  County  to  be  freighted  into  the  Moun¬ 
tain  City  country  this  fall  while  the  roads  are  good  and  to  be  used  on  the 
national-forest  squirrel . campaign  before  the  roads  are  open  in  spring. 

Roy  Fugate,  junior  biologist  in  Oregon,  spent  most  of  October  on  the 
Ochoco  %tional  Forest  carrying  on  pocket-gopher  control  work  in  cooperation 
with  the  Wheeler  County  Woolgrowers  .'Association  and  the  Forest  Service.  Ap¬ 
proximately -3, 000  acres  of  rangelands  w'ere  poisoned  in  the  vicinity  of  the' 

Derr  Ranger  Station.  This  area  was  selected  because  of  its  good  natural  bound¬ 
aries  on  two  sides  and  of  the  possibility .of  extending  the  work  as  interest 
grows.  Thirty-eight  days'  labor  was  required  for  this  poisoning  work,  and  30 
ounces  of  strychnine  and  500  pounds  of  sweet  potatoes  were  used,  at  an  approxi¬ 
mate.  cost  of  cents  an  acre  for  one  poisoning. 

George  W.  Boyd,  junior  biologist  in  Wyoming,  while  treating  an  active 
pocket-gopher  burrow  with  calcium- cyanide  dust,  observed  the  dust  coming  up 
through  a  plug  in  a  mound  62  feet  from  where  the  dust  was  being  forced  in  and 
53  feet  in  the  opposite  direction  through  a  similar  mound.  YYhile  going  over 
some  porcupine  dens  previously  treated  with  calcium-cyanide  dust,  Boyd  saw 
only  one  that  still  showed  signs  of  being  occupied.  • 

A,  M.  Day,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Wyoming,  has  sent  A  card  quest¬ 
ionnaire  to  all  persons  who  purchased  the  beef-suet  magpie  poison  last  year, 
of  which  ‘Mr.  Boyd  prepared  and  distributed  approximately  1,500  pounds  in  Sheri¬ 
dan,  Johnson,  and'Frem.ont  Counties.  Of  approximately.  50  cards  returned,  not 
one  reports  the  poison  unsuccessful  or  other  birds  killed  in  its  use. 
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Every  card  reports  a  lessened  damage  by  magpies  to  turkeys  and  chickens  and 
increased  protection  to  livestock  by  using  this  poison.  Mr.  Day  states  that 
on  the  basis  of  the  trial  last  j^ear  he  will  attempt  to  place  the  poison  before 
all  the  communities  where  magpies  have  been  doing  damage. 

Hunter  Lewis  Bakken,  of  Montana,  who  has  been  in  the  service  since 
October,  1915.  longer  than  any  other  hunter  in  the  State,^  headed  the  list  of 
best  catches  for  October  by  destroying  7  bobcats  and  43  coyotes.  Hxinter  Wal¬ 
ter  Standish,  of  Lodgegrass,  Mont.,  reports  killing  43  rattlesnakes  in  one  den 
on  October  17 .  Four  sheep  had  been  bitten  by  these  snakes,  two  of  which  died. 
This  is  the  first  report  received  in  Montana  of  sheep  killed  by  rattlesnake 
bites. 


October  marked  another  successful  period  of  operation  against  coyotes 
and  other  predatory  animals  in  Oregon.  For  the  fall  and  winter  poison  cam¬ 
paign,  172  horses,  27  sheep,  and  one  cow  were  donated  by  stockmen  and  placed 
as  poison  stations.  Trappers  reported  placing  27,697  poison  baits.  A  total 
of  493  dead  coyotes  was  picked  up.  By  the  excellent  work  of  Hunter  J.  Law¬ 
rence  in  the  Blue  Mountain  area  not  a  single  report  of  losses  from  bears  was 
received  at  the  Oregon  office  d\iring  the  month. 

A  campaign  in  Tripp  County, South  Dakota,  has  resulted  in  clearing  the 
south  ha,lf  of  that  county  of  predatory  animals.  Hestocking  will  probably  occur, 
however,  as  the  section  borders  the  Nebraska  sandhill  region,  where  no  system¬ 
atic  control  measures  are  being  carried  on.  Binter  \V,  B.  Elley,  of  South  Dako¬ 
ta,  reported  talcing  a  badg^gr  at  a  farm  in  TJewela,  Tripp  County,  that  had  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  previous  to  its  capture  killed  250  chickens  and  turkeys,  val^d 
at  more  than  $500.  The  badger  had  buried  most  of  its  kill  in  holes  that/ dug 
in  the  yards  about  the  buildings. 

F.  E.  Garlough,  of  the  eradication  methods  laboratory,  stationed  at 
Berkeley,  Calif.  ,  delivered  a  radio  address  on  "Man  and  Rodent  at  7?ar"  from 
Station  EGO,  San  Francisco,  on  October  6. 

FOOD  H.ABITS  RESEARCH 

Miss  Florence  H.  Warwick  has  been  transferred  from  the  Navy  Department 
to  this  Division  as  stenograjjher  to  fill  the  position  made  vacant  by  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  F.  H.  Mahlman. 

The  "Report  on  Cooperative  Ouail  Investigation:  1925-26,  with  Prelimin¬ 
ary  Recommendations  for  the  Development  of  Q,uail  Preserves,"  by  Herbert  L,  Stod¬ 
dard,  in  charge  of  the  cooperative  quail  investigation,  was  published  early  the 
month  by  the  committee  representing  the  quail  study  fund  for  southern  Georgia  '• 
and  northern  Florida,  L.  S.  Thompson,  chairman,  in  cooperation  with  the  Biolo¬ 
gical  Survey.  This  is  the  second  report  of  progress  on  the  quail  investigation, 
Special  emphasis  is  given  to  the  food  of  the  boLwhite  and  possibilities  of  im¬ 
proving  the  supply,  the  control  of  natural  enemies  of  these  birds,  and  systems 
of  management  of  quail  preserves.  The  writer  presents  information  on  long-de¬ 
bated  topics  connected  with  the  habits  and  life  history  of  the  bobwhite,  The 
report  contains  an  introduction  by  Doctor  Nelson  and  a  chapter  on  food  habits 
of  the  'quail  by  Charles  0,  Handley,  assistant  in  the  quail  investigation. 

There  is  a  limited  supply  of  this  publication  for  free  distribution  by  the 
Bureau. 
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FUR  RESOURCES 

D.  Monroe  Green  has  left  California  and  is  now  inspecting  rahhitries 
in  'i/Tashington  and  Oz'egon,  He  reports  that  the  raohit  industry  in  the  various 
sections  along  the  Pacific  coast.,  i<s.  larger,  than  .he  anticipated. 

Bridgewater  Arnpldi  has  returned  to  the-  Hew,  York  office  of:  the  National 
Association  of  the  liir  Industry,,  where  he,  will  continue-  to.  as semhle  statisti¬ 
cal  information  gathered  from  the  fur  trade,  ^e  will  return  to  Washington 
.  a.fter  Chris.traas,.  .  .  :  ■  •  •  ,  .  ,  ;  '  j 

The  foxes  at  the.  Experimental  Fur  Farm  are  not-  coming  prime,  as  early 
as  they  did  last  year,.-  ,Dr...  ilarl  B.  Hanson,;_.in  cha,rge  of,  the  farm,,  thinks,  that 
this  condition  is  caused  by  so  much  mild  weather  this  fall.  Pelting  will  not 
take,  place  on  the  farm  until’ a.baut  the,  second  v/eek  in  December. 

Thie'  following  leaflets  have  been  issued  for  .free  di.stributlon  and  may 
be  produred  in  small  quantities  by  field  men  for  answering  correspondence; 

Raising  Domestic  Rabbits  (Bi-9o4).  :  '  --  ,*  :  ■  ; 

Ten  Years  of  Fur  Fa,rmi.ng, 

Production  and  Conservation  of  Fur-Bearing  .Animals.  ,  -  : 

.  ,  "Breeders  of  Foxes,."  Leaflet  Bi-442,  has  .been,  revised  and  copies  may 
be  had  ohVequest.  ’  ,  -  =  , 


„  ^  ,  ,  GAJvIE.  AMD  BIRD  RESERVATIONS, 

,  The  condition  of  the.  wafer  level  at  Big  Lake  Bird  Refuge,  .Arkansas, 

'  wliic.h  was,  seriously  affected  .by  drainage  operations  in  the  adjacent  area,  has 
,  been  remedied,  by  the  constniction  of  a  dam  in  a  .channel  that  had  been  cut  in 
■'  connection  ,wlth  the  drainage. ,  The  dam  is  proving  s.atisfactory  in  maintaining 
"  the  water  at  a  desirable  level  and  at  the  same  time  does  not.  interfere  with 
drainage  operations. 

Many  ducks  are  now-  at  Big.  .Lake,  and  -the  warden  reports  that- he  has 
.seen  a  couple,  of  deer  on  an  island-  in  the  refuge  and  believes  that  there  are 
,  about  a  ddzen.more  within  the  boundaries  of  the  reservation. 

IMPORTATIONS 

.,  , ,  -  The  sp.ason  for  the- importation  of  foxes  began-about  October  l.  and-’- 
up  ,to  ,the  middle  of  November  permits  were  issued  for. the  entry  of.  2, 209  .foxes 

■  from  Canada.  Most  ■  of  these . came,  fr-om  Prince  Edward  Island  and  the. Province 
of  Ontario,  but  there  were  several  shipments  from  Hew  Brunswick-  and  Manitoba. 

Among  the  importations  of  the ‘month  was  the  first  white  elephant ■ ever 
,hrought  from  Siam,  to  the  United  .States *■  This  elephant  arrived  at  the. port 
of  .New' York  bn  October , 15  .for  one  of  the  larger circusesy  Among  the  rate  birds 
imported' at  New  York  were  10  . red-f rented  loyebirds  (..AgaPornis  taranta).  from 

■  East  .Africa  and  tvi/c  red- fronted  parrots  { Amazons  sal^ni)'  from  Cartagena. 
Columbia. 

A  permit  was  issued  on  October  23  for  the  entry  at  Boston  of  the  large 
collection  of  rare  aua  interesting  birds  and  manmflais  brought  from  Tanganyika, 
Africa,  by  the  Smithsonian-Chrysler  Expedition  for  the  National  Zoological 
Park,  at  V^ashington,  D'.  C. 
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MIGEATORY-EIRE  TREATY  ' AND  IAC2Y  ACTS 


Messrs.  Sheldon  and  Denmead  spent  a  pleasant  week's  annual  leave  on 
a  hunting  trip  in  Dorchester  County,  Md, ,  November  9  to  13,  when  they  had  an 
opportunity  to  observe  bird  conditions .^n  that  section.  They  found  woodcock 
in  greater  numbers  than  had  been  seen/ror^l  or  9  years.. 

On  November  24  Assistant  Secretary  Dunlap  and  his  secretary  E.  H.  Hughes, 
Mr.  Sheldon,  and  W.  R.  Dillon,  accompanied  by  Tfardens  Creighton,  Stadlmeir,  and 
Trenis,  spent  a  day  together  hunting  ducks  on  the  Potomac.  They  report  a  very 
successful  trip  and  the  ducks  unusually  abundant  on  the  river. 

Sjmnpathy  of  the  Bureau  is  extended  to  Miss  E’agenia  M.  Lane,  of  this  di¬ 
vision,  in  the  death  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Jennie  Lane,  which  occurred  suddenly 
in  Washington,  D.  C, ,  on  November  1. 

Warden  J.  E.  Perry,  of  w^emphis,  Tenn. ,  had  the  misfortune  on  Sunday, 
October  24,  to  break  his  left  leg  while  on  patrol  duty  on  Mud  Island  between 
the  YiJolf  and  Mississippi  Rivers.  His  friends  in  the  Bureau  wish  him  a  speedy 
recovery. 

Warden  P.  S.  Farnham.  resumed  active  duty  on  November  1  after  an  illness 
of  several  weeks  and  advises  that  his  health  is  much  better, 

Albert  Stadlmeir,  of  Lackawanna,  N.  Y.-,  was  reinstated  as  U.  S.  game 
warden,  effective  November  1,  for  patrol  work  on  the  Potomac  River  and  its 
tributaries.  Z.  G.  Forbes,  of  Bertha,  N.  C.,  was  appointed  on  November  11  as 
U.  S.  game  warden  for  patrol  work  on  Currituck  Sound.  Harry  P.  Ford,  of 
Phoebus,  Va.  ,  was  appointed  effective  November  ,1  as  qiarine  gasoline  engineer 
on  the  Bureau's  motorboat  Canvasback.  which/ulea  in^atrolling  lack  Bay,  Va.  , 
during  the  hunting  season. 

Y/arden  tV.  H.  Ransom  reports  that  shortly  after  sunrise  on  October  23 
be  noted  a  large  flock  of  wild  swans  flying  westward  over  Ephrata,  \7ash.  He 
counted  27  birds  in  the  flock  and  states  that  their  yodeling  sounds  were  quite 
musical. 


The  following  is  quoted  from  Yi'arden  0,  D.  Steele's  report  for  the  week 
of  October  24:  "This  week  produced  two  unusual  sights.  On  Monday  night,  Oct¬ 
ober  25,  Warden  John  Q.  Holmes  and  I  were  on  the  flooded  cornfields  at  Turin, 
Monona  County,  Iowa,  at  sunset  and  remained  until  total  darkness.  The  sun  sfet 
at  5j30  p.  m. ,  and  at  6:05  p.  ni.  I  heard  a  noise  tha.t  resembled  a  high  wind  in 
the  distance.  It  appeared  to  draw  closer  and  when  finally  overhead ‘it  mafie 
talking  in  a  natural  tone  inaudible.  It  was  the  noise  of  millions  of  birds' 
wings.  I  was  in  the  act  of  becking  violators,  and  the  position  did  not  permit 
view  of  the  light  in  the  west  but  occasionally  I  could  see  the  birds,  which 
resembled  a  swarra  of  bees.  Three  minutes  later  the  birds  began  to  swoop  down 
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into  the  field  and  coiantless  thousands  passed  within  ten  feet  of  us,  some 
missing  us  only  by  feet.  V/hen  1  returned  I  hardly  dared  to  relate  my  story 
to  Holmes  but  he  brought  the  subject  up  first.  He  had  been  in  a  more  favor¬ 
able  position  an d/kad  obtained  full  view  of  the  birds.  They  were  coots  and, 
as  John  says,  it  v/ould  be  impossible  to  estimate  the  number.  To  quote  Holmes, 
'They  just  rained  down  out  of  the  sky  for  about  5  minutes. '  The  noise  was 
something  neither  of  iis  had  ever  heard. 'The  next  evening  at  sunset,  at  Round 
Lake,  Harrison  County,  we  saw  more  than  ten  tim.es  the  number  of  blackbirds 
that  either  of  us  had  ever  seen  at  one  time." 

A  recent  checking. of  2,970  reports  of  operations  submitted  by  holders 
of  Federal  propagating  permits  shows  tha,t  1,004  permittees  raised  in  captivity, 
during  1925,  4l,310  wild  ducks  and  2,922  wild  geese  of  various  species.  Mall¬ 
ards,  black  ducks,  wot.d  ducks,  and  Canada  geese  predominated.  During  the  year 
21,075  ducks  raised  in  captivity  were  killed  under  permit  and  their  carcasses 
sold  or  used  for  food  purposes,  and  8,276  were  sold  for  propagation.  Fifty- 
eight  gees^propagated  under  permit,  were  killed  and  sold  or  used  for  food' pur¬ 
poses,  and  3,776  were  sold  for  propagation. 

On  September  l4,  three  offenders  were  arraigned  in  Federal  Court  for 
the  Western  district  of  Missouri  for  hunting  wild  ducks  during  close  season 
and  find  ^75  each.  Another  offender  arraigned  in  Federal  Court  oh  October 
22  in  the  eastern  district  of  Missouri  was  given  a  similar  fine  for  possessing 
ducks  in  close  season.  .Such  substantial  fines  should  be  of  influence  in 

bringing  about  a  better  observance  of  the  game  laws  in  tha.t  State, 

Deputy  Game  Warden  E.  H.  Scholler,  operating  in  the  Fox  Lake  section 
of  Illinois  during  the  early  part  of  October,  apprehended  25  persons  for  vio¬ 
lating  the  migratory-bird  treaty  act.  Eighteen  of  the  cases  involved  hunting 
from  powerboats,  two  shooting  at  terns,  three  shooting  at  grebes,  and  two  hunt¬ 
ing  wild  ducks  after  sunset. 

Federal  Game  'rtarden  Shaver,  in  company  with  State  Game  ITarden  J.  0, 
Watters,  apprehended  two  hunters  at  Long  Lake,  Minn.,  on  October  l4,  for  hunt¬ 
ing  wild  dxicks  after  sunset.  One  of  these  gunners,  who  was  wearing  a  pair  of 

bog  shoes  on  the  lake,  which  is  a  rice  bed,  in  the  excitement  tripped  and  fell 

into  the  lake,  which  was  nearly  frozen  over.  The  wardens,  however,  were  able 
to  reach  and  rescue  him. 
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Gases  Tenninated  ReTPorts  Received  During  October 


Warden 

Case 

state 

Violation 

Fine 

Barmeier 

1 

Missouri 

Hurting  ducks  in  close  season 

^50 

di 

II 

1 

n 

Hunting  ducks  after  s-'mset 

< 

>25 

Barmeier, Heller* 

1 

II 

HuTiting  ducks  jn  clore  season 

$50 

II  II 

1 

II 

Possessing  ducks  and  yellowlegs 
in  close  season 

$50 

Barmeier , Heller* , 
Ferrier*,  Creech* 

1 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

$75 

Clausen*** 

1 

Illinois 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

$25 

Creech* ,Riedinger* 

1 

Missouri 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$50 

Heller* , Twillman** 

1 

11 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$10 

King* 

2 

S. Carolina  Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$10 

each 

and  costs 

Ransom, McGee* 

1 

Idaho 

Killing  a  goose  in  close  season 

$25 

\ 

Roahen, Scholler* 

1 

Illinois 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$25 

and 

costs 

II  II 

1 

II 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

$15 

and 

costs 

Schroer* 

1 

Missouri 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
and  shooting  from  motorboat 

$50 

Shaver 

Shaver, Kelsey 

3 

1 

11 

11 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

$75 

$1 

each 

II  II 

1 

It 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$10 

Shaver , Schroer* 

3 

It 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$10 

each 

Steele, Hough** 

1 

Iowa 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$10 

$23. 

and 

costs  of  ’ 
55  .  .  ■ 

II  II 

1 

It 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

$10 

and 

costs  of 

«  ti 


1 


Possessing  a  sandpiper 


Steele, Larsen**,  1 
Russell** 


Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 


f23.50 
>20  and 

costs  of 
$23.10 
? 10  and 

costs  of 

$6o.oi 


11  n  II 

1 

11 

Hiinting  ducks  after  sunset 

Walz* 

1 

Arkansas 

Killing  a  duck  from  motorboat 

Whitehead 

1 

Georgia 

Possessing  doves  in  storage  in 
close  season 

If 

2 

n 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 
close  season 

Whiteheah, King* 

1 

S." Carolina 

Killing  a  wood  duck 

Whitehead, Skipper** 

it 

Georgia  Hunting  doves  prior  to  half  an 
hour  bef ore' bunrise 

$-10  and 
costs 

^35.53 
^  20, 

$1 


of 


$1  each  ( I 


$10  and 
costs 
$  10  each 
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C>ises  Reported 

for  Prosecution 

Warden 

Cases 

State 

Violation 

Barmeier 

1 

Missouri 

KTinting  ducks  in  close  season 

tt 

2 

II 

Hunting  geese  in  close  season 

Barnes* 

“7 

Oregon 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

Birsch,  Creighton* 

2 

Virginia 

Killing  sora  in  excess  of  bag 

limit 

Clausen*** 

1 

Illinois 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

Earhart** 

1 

Louisiana 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

Jans* 

1 

Illinois 

Possessing  a  rail  in  close  season 

and  a  woodpecker 

Linebaugh 

1 

Tennessee 

Hmiting  doves  in  close  season 

McGee* 

1 

Idaho 

Killing  ducks  in  close  season 

Ransom,  McGee* 

1 

It 

Killing  a  goose  in  close  season 

Shaver 

1 

Minnesota 

Possessing  a  goose  in  close 

season 

Shaver,  Rogalla* 

1 

It 

Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 

Whitehead 

3 

Geoi-gia 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

Whi  tehead, Boggus** 

5 

It 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

Whi t  ehead , Har  1 1 ey * 

3 

ii 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

Whitehead, Rowland* 

5 

tl 

Hunting  doves  inclose  season 

*  Federal  deputy  game  warden 

Deputy  State  game  warden 

***  Constable 


....  .j.. 
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Washington,  Dv  C, ,  December  30,  1926  \ 


No,  12 


'  ‘  '  Office  of  Chief  of  Bureau 

.....  December  30,  1926 

.' tCO  fellow' NIEtffiERS  Mm  GOOPEMTORS  0.F  THE 
v  ,  ■'  BIOLOOICAIHSHRVEY:  '  ..  • 

[■  •  r  ;  •  .  ■  With  the  return  of.  tbe  holiday  season 

it  gives  me  pleasure  again  to  send  you  a  few 
Ti^ords  of  friendly  greeting^  Here,  in  the  cen- 
,,  ,,  .  ,  tral  office,  we  fully  realize  and  appreciate 

'  ■  the  individual  contributions  from  you  which 

j  go  to  make  the  yearly  sura  of  the  Bureau’s 

.  accomplishments.  With  this  in  mind  I  extend 
to  you'all  and  to  your  families  my  heartiest 
.  good  will  and  best  wishes  for  your  health  and 

'  happiness  during  the  coming  year, 


Sincerely, 


.  GENERAL  NOTES  ■  • 

Representatives  of  the  Bureau  who  attended  the  Thirteenth  National  Game 
»  Conference  of  the  American  Game  Protective  Association,  held  at  the  Pennsyl-  . 
vania  Hotel,  New  York  City,  December  6  and  7.  included  Doctor  Nelson,  Mr,  Hender¬ 
son,  Doctor  Fisher,  Mr.  Sheldon,  Talbott  Dehraead,  W,  R.  Dillon,  and- Herbert  L* 
Stoddard,  The  conference  was  probably  the  largest  ever. held,  representatives 
from  45  States,  Canada,  and  Alaska,  being  present.  Doctor  Nelson  delivered  an 
illustrated  address  on  "Mortality  of  Migratory  Birds  on  Western  Marshes"'and 
, several  hours  were  devoted  to  the'  discussion  of  the  subject,  which  brought  out 
many  new  facts  concerning  the  status  of  western  wild  fowl.  Doctor  Fisher  sub¬ 
mitted  a- report  on  the  progress  of  the  Vermin  Classification  Coij™i'ttee,  and  Mr, 

'  Stoddard  reported  further  in  connection  with  the  cooperative  quail  investigation, 

S' J  The  annual  banquet  held  by  .the  conference  on  the  evening  of  December  7  was  attend¬ 
ed  by  approximately  60O  wild-life  ‘conservationists.  Addresses  were  delivered 
by  Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt  and  Hon.  J.  B.  Harkin,  .commissioner  of  Canadian  Nation- 
I  al  Parks,  Following  these  talks,  George  Palmer  Putnam  presented  the  final  and 
complete  edition  of  the  motion  pictures,  taken  on  his  Greenland  expedition. 
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Dr.  H.  Prell,  of  the  Zoological  Institute  of  the  Eorest  High  School,  ^ 
Tharandt,  Germany,  visited  offices  of  the  Bureau  early  in  the  month.  He  was 
particularly  interested  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  production  of  fur-bearing 
animals  and  to  the  control  and  destruction  of  rodents  and  predatory  animals.  He 
also  visited  the  Experimental  Fur  Farm  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. ,  and  discussed 
animal  diseases  and  parasites  with  Dr,  Karl  B.  Eanson. 

Seth  E.  Gordon,  national  extension  director  of  the  Izaak  Walton  League 
of  America,  called  at  various  offices  of  the  Bureau  on  December  9  to  discuss 
matters  relating  to  game  conservation.  Other  persons  who  visited  the  Bureau 
the  same  day  were  S.  F.  Rathbun,  supervisor  of  game  and  game  fish  of  the  Stats 
of  Washington;  D.  H.  Madsen,  State  fish  and  game  conmissioner  of  Utah;  J.  F. 
Gould,  State  game  and  fish  commissioner  of  Minnesota;  and  W.  E.  Albert,  State 
fish  and  game  commissioner  of  Iowa. 

M«  S,  Crosby,  ornithologist  of  Po\:ighlceepsie,  N.  Y. ,  visited  offices  of 
the  Bureau  on  December  18. 

The  following  publication  of  the  Bureau  was  issued  in  December; 

“Construction  and  Operation  of  Biological  Survey  Beaver  Trap,"  by  Vernon  Bailey. 
Miscellaneous  Circular  69;  revised,  November,  I926;  received,  December  15. 

Manuscripts  have  been  submitted  for  outside  publication  as  follows: 

Bailey,  Vernon.  "Animal  Life  of  Yellowstone  Park," 

Couch,  Leo  K.  "A  Strange  Storing  Habit  of  Microtus  townsendii," 

Day,  Albert  M.  "Magpie  Control  in  Wyoming." 

Deimead,  Talbott.  "Hunting  in  Maryland"  and  "Fish  Refuges." 

Dufresne,  Frank.  "The  Antlered  Region," 

Jackson,  Hartley  E.  T.  "Review  of  Audubon's  ^Delineations  of  American  Scenery 
and  Character’." 

Lincoln,  Frederick  C.  "The  Migration  of  Young  American  Herring  Gulls." 

Malloch,  J.  R.  "A  New  Species  of  the  Genus  Fannia  R.-D,  from  North  America 
(Diptera;  Anthomyiidae) "  and  "Some  Indian  Chloropidae  (Jiptera)  of  Eco¬ 
nomic  Importance."  • 

McAtee,  ¥.  L.  "Nomina  Conservanda  from  the  Standpoint  of  the  Taxonomist"  and 
"Revisional  or  Provisional  Identifications," 

Moore,  A,  W.  "Extension  of  Range  of  Two  Members  of  Thomomys  douglasii  Group." 
Oberholser,  Harry  C.  "October  and  November  Birds  about  Washington,  D.  C." 
Oderkirk,  Galen  C.  "Get  Mr.  Rat,"  "About  l\fr.  Groundhog,"  and  "Field  Mice 
Attack  Fruit  Trees," 

Preble,  Edward  A.  "Books  on  Bird  Migration,"  "Nature  Calendar:  March,"  and 
"Nature  Calendar;  June." 

Silver,  James.  "The  Eat  a  Menace  to  Hotels." 

Stephl,  0.  E.  "Prairie  Dogs  in  Montana. " 

Taylor,  Walter  P.  "Ecology  or  Bio-ecology"  and  "Relation  of  Animals  to  Weather 
and  Climate." 
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BIOLCGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

Doctor  Jackson  attended  the  sessions  of  the  American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,  held  in  Philadelphia,  December  26  to  January  1, 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Association  as  well  as  of  the  Section 
F  Committee  (Zoology). 

Vernon  Bailey  returned  to  Washington  on  December  15  after  several  weeks 
in  California  and  Nevada,  v^'here  he  has  been  combining  scientific  studies  with 
a  pleasurable  vacation.  Studies  of  the  flora  and  fauna,  of  the  Mohave  Desert 
brought  out  many  interesting  changes  since  he  fist  explored  the  region  about 
35  years  ago.  Specimens  of  a  number  of  interesting  species  were  taken  for  the 
Biological  Survey  collection.  After  completing  these  studies  he  visited  Los 
Angeles,  San  Diego,  La  Jolla,  Escondido,  San  Francisco,  and  Alameda,  Calif., 
and  Fallon,  Nev. ,  where  he  gave  talks  on  the  Carlsbad  Cave  and  its  animal  life 
at  several  museums  and  schools.  He  also  made  a  study  of  the  extensive  series 
of  beavers  in  the  Museum  of  Vertebrate  Zoology,  at  Berkeley,  Calif, 

Dr.  H.  C.  Oberholser  made  trips  down  the  Potomac  River  on  November  29, 
December  7,  and  December  15,  to  investigate  the  numbers  and  species  of  ducks 
frequenting  the  river  at  this  time  of  year.  His  observations  indicate  a  con¬ 
siderable  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  ducks  since  the  middle  of  November, 
although  canvasbacks  have  greatly  increased  in  numbers  during  this  period. 
Lesser  scaups,  however,  were  almost  entirely  absent  on  his  last  trip. 

F.  C.  Lincoln  reports  that  a  pintail  duck,  banded  by  Dr.  Alexander  Wet- 
more  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  River,  Utah,  September  l6,  19l''^,  was  captured  near 
Brawley,  California,  on  October  l6.  This  constitutes  a  world  record  as  far 
as  longevity  of  a  banded  bird  is  concernedt-  the  longest  previous  record  being 
that  of  a  white  stork  (Ciconia  ciconia) .  which  carried  a  band  of  the  Rossit- 
ten  (Germany)  Bird  Observatory  for  eleven  years, 

Mr.  Lincoln  gave  a  talk  on  '’The  Migration  of  Young  Herring  Gulls”  be¬ 
fore  the  Biological  Society  orf  Washington  on  December  IS. 

Dr.  W.  P.  Taylor  devoted  a  considerable  part  of  November  to  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  his  report  on  the  results  of  the  porcupine  investigation.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  17  he  conferred  with  Doctor  Nelson,  who  was  then  visiting  Phoenix  on  his 
western  tour.  A  group  of  about  30  local  biologists,  with  Doctor  Taylor  as 
chairman,  gathered  for  dinner  at  the  Pueblo  Club,  at  Tucson,  on  November  IS, 
Representatives  were  present  from  the  Desert  Laboratory  of  the  Carnegie  In¬ 
stitution  of  Washington,  the  University  of  Arizona,  the  Boyce  Thompson  South¬ 
western  Arboretum,  at  Superior,  Ariz, ,  and  from  the  Forest  Service,  the  Bureau 
of.  Entomology,  and  the  Biological  Survey.  On  November  26  and  27,  Doctor  Tay¬ 
lor  examined  the  cooperative  experiment  area,  on  the  Santa  Rita  Reserve,  He 
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has  submitted  a  chart  oo.tlirlrg'the  proposed  rrork  of  the  Division  of  Biological 
Investigations  in  the  Southwest,  and  shov/u^^  the  relation  of  the  work  of  this 
division  to  that  of'  the  other  divisions  of  the  B\ireau. 

Theo.  H.  Scheffer  continued  his  studies  during  the  month  on  the  relation 
of  various  rodent  pests  to  plant  growth.  An  important  part  of  this  work  in¬ 
cludes  experiments  with  various  species  with  a  view  to  determining  their  food 
preference's.'  '  Tests  were  made  with  a  number  of  white-footed  mice,  and  similar 
experiments  with  several  species  of  meadow  mice  are  in  progress.  The  results 
obtained  in  the  laboratory  will  be  checked  with  the  known  activities  of  mice 
about  home  gardens  and  bulb  plantations < 

.  Specimens  of’  mountain  sheep  have  been  presented  to  the  Biological 
Survey  collection  by  J,  M.  Holcworth,  of  White  Plains,  IJ.  Y. ,  who  collected 
them  during  the  hunting  season  just  closed.  These  specimens  taken  in  con¬ 
nection  with  a  considerable  mmriber  that  Mr.  Holzworth  has  previously  presented 
to  the  Bureau  during  several  hunting  seasons  will  form  a  valuable  addition  to 
our- study  series. 

ALASKA  INVEST IGATIOHS' 

A  bonfire  of  furs  was  a  novelty  recently  adopted  by  employees  of  the 
Alaska  Game  Commission  at  Juneau.  One  mink  skin  and  255  muskrat  skins,  which 
had  been  seized  and  forfeited  in  law-enforcement  work  in  the  Territory,  were 
burned.  The  skins  were  so  unprime  as  to  be  worthless  and  entirely  unfit  to 
be  placed  on  the  market,  but  would  have  been  worth  about  $400  had  they  been 
in  prime  condition. 

An  alien,  of  Fairbanks,  Alaska,  was  recently  tried  and  fine  $500 
dealing  in  furs  without  a  license,  in  violation  of  the  Alaska  game  law.  '  A 
native  Indian  not  long  ago  was  fined  $25  for  shooting  a  beaver.  These  cases 
were  obtained  by  Game  Warden  Frank  Dufresne. 

The  follov7ing  prosecutions  under  the  Alaska  game  law  are  reported  by 
the  Alaska  Game  Commission;  evidence  in  all  cases  was  obtained  by  Warden 
Goddard;  A  fur  buyer,  of  Wrangell,  Alaska,  on  October  4,  was  fined  $120  and 
costs  of  $9.20  for  failing  to  keep. records  of  fur-buying  transactions;  a  can¬ 
ning  company,  of  Tyee,  was  fined  $50  and. costs  of  $5.05  on  September  2S  for 
serving  game  birds  to  its  employees;  a  nonresident  hunter,  of  Petersburg, 
was  fined  $25  on  September  22  for  h\mting  without  a  license;  and  a  merchant 
and  fur  dealer,  of  Petersburg,  was  fined  $25  and  costs  of  $4.20  on  September  29  , 
for  purchasing  and  possessing  an  unbranded. blue-fox  skin  that  had  been  sold 
to  him  in  violation  of  the  Territorial  act. 
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.ECONOMIC  INVESTIGATIONS 

0.  E.  Stephl,  leader  of  rodent  control  in' Montana,  reports  both 
evening  grosbeaks  and  Bohemian  waxwings  present  in  large  flocks  in  Bozeman 
during  November.  The  waxwings  had  made  short  work  of  fruit  on  Mouhtain- 
ash  trees  and  Y/ere  eating  buds  on  poplars,  and  the  grosbeaks  were  eating 
the  seeds  of  boxelders,  Mr.  Stephl  also  reports'  considerable  damage  by 
field  mice  at  a  small  place  near  Bozeman  v/here  these  rodents  were  cutting  off 
perennials  just  below  the  surface  of  the  ground.' 

O..  E,  Gillham,  in  charge  of  predatory-animal  cohtrol  in  Illinois, 
has  noticed  a  scarcity  of  skunks  in  his  s'ectioh  and  sug'gests  that  it  .may  ■ 
be  due  to  continued  wet  weather  preventing  them  from  raising  their  ybung 
this  year.  Persons  have  reported  seeing  dead  skunl:s,  probably  the' result 
of  an  epizootic  among  them.  Fur  buyers  in  Illinois  "feport  less  than  one- 
tenth  the  usual  number  of  skunk  skins  coming, in  to  them  this  year. 

In  spite  of  persistent  rains  and  soft,  slushy  snow  over  practically 
the  entire  State  during  November,  excellent  progress  was  made  in  poison 
operations  in  .Oregon  against  predatory  animals.  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  additional  horses,  four  head  of  cattle,'  and  eight  sheep  were  used  in 
making  poison  stations,  and  42,328  special  baits  were  placed  by  hunters. 

The  pick-up  of  389  coyotes  does  not  represent  more  than  a  third  of  those 
actually  killed,  since,  in  a  number  of  instances,  hunters  put  out  many 
well-baited  stations  and  did  not  return  to  look  for  dead  animals. 

In  order  to  protect  antelope  on  and  about  the  antelope  pasture  in 
Harding  County.  South  Dakota,  a  hunter  has  established  poison  lines  in  the 
vicinity.  At  the  Niobrara  Game  and  Bird  Reservation,  Nebraska,  a  Federal 
hunter  has  begun  poison  operations  extending  over  a  radius  of  25  miles  in 
Cherry  County,  Nebraska,  and  at  the  Rosebud  Indian  Reservation,  South  Dakota. 

When  Hunter  Jens  Holst,  of  South  Dakota,  visited  the  Niobrara  Reser¬ 
vation  this  month  to  take  up  poisoning  operations  there  against  coyotes  and 
bobcats,  he  found,  at^an  old  poison  station,  that  he  had  established  in  ' 

April  in  the,  elk  and  buffalo  pasture,  the  carcasses  of  five  coyotes  that  had 
taken  baits  after  his' last  visit  early  in  spring,'  During  the  same  week* 

Mr.  Holst  visited  some  poison  stations  that  he  baited  in  August,  20  miles 
north  of  this,  reservation,  and  found  nine  partially  decayed'  coyote  carcasses 
about  them,  A  ranchiian  in  this  locality  reported  finding  eight  coyotes’ 
that  had  been  killed  at  poison  stations  after  Mr.  Holst  left  the  vicinity 
in  August. 

D’uring  the  past  three  years  conditions  in  Texas'  have  been  so  favorable 
to  raising  sheep  and  goats  that  the  area  devoted  to  this  industry  is  being 
constantly  extended,  and  along  with  many  improvements  public  interest  is 
growing  in  controlling  predatory  animals,  which  are  recognized  as  one' of  the 
greatest  sources  of  loss  to  the  industrj’’.  This  growing  interest  in  the 
predatory-animal  problem  has  been  especially  noticeable  in  the  north-central 
and  the  extreme  western  parts  of  the  State. 
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R.  Scott  Zinanerman,  leader  of  rodent  control  in  Utah,  made  arrangements 
during  Novemher  with  the  county  agent  of  Cache  County  to  start  immediate  action  j 
for  the  control  of  field  mice,  and  as  a  result  about  300  ounces  of  strychnine 
were  used  by  Cache  County  farmers  for  treating  steam-rolled  oats  as  baits. 

Field  mice  in  this  county  have  caused  considerable  damage  to  alfalfa  and  beet 
crops  and  have  become  so  numerous  tliat  they  are  working  in  irrigation  ditches 
and  along  fences  and  roadways. 

FOOD  HABITS  RESEARCH 

On  his  return  from  the  meeting  of  the  American  Game  Protective  Associa¬ 
tion,  in  New  York  City,  Herbert  L.  Stoddard  stopped  in  T/ashington  for  a  few 
days’  conference.  In  addition  to  consulting  with  Doctor  Nelson  and  other  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  Bureau,  Mr.  Stoddard  discussed  various  problems  arising  in  the 
quail  investigations  with  specialists  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 

“Relation  of  Birds  to  Woodlots,"  published  as  a  bulletin  of  the  Roos- 
velt  Wild  Life  Experiment  Station  of  the  New  York  State  College  of  Fores- 
ry  at  Syracuse,  and  “The  Role  of  Vertebrates  in  the  Control  of  Insect  Pests,” 
published  in  the  Report. of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1925i  are  the  titles 
of  two  recent  papers  of  Mr, 'McAtee.  The  former  is  based  largely  on  data  in  the 
files  of  this  division,  and  the  latter  represents  information  procured  princip¬ 
ally  from  field  observations  of  ornithologists  and  entomologists  throughout  the 
country, 

FUR  RESOURCES 

D,  Monroe  Green  returned  on  December  6  from  his  western  trip  to 
California,  Oregon,  and  Washington,  where  he  inspected  methods  of  producing, 
handling,  and  marketing  domestic  rabbits.  In  southern  California,  especially 
in  the  Los  Angeles  district,  raising  domestic  rabbits  for  meat  . and.  fur  has 
become  an  important  industry,  and  ra.bbit  is  served  in  nearly  every  high-class 
hotel  and  restaurant.  The  supply  of  rabbit  meat  exceeds  the  demand,  and  both 
rabbit  meat  and  pelts  are  selling  at  prices  tha.t  net  good  profits  to  the  pro¬ 
duce-,  ■  ^  This  is  also  the  case  in  Oregon  and  Washington,  although  the  industry 
is  not  so  far  advanced  in  these  States  and  is  conducted  on  a  less  extensive 
scale.  The  future  outlook  is  so  promising,  reports  Mr.  Green,  that  large  breed¬ 
ing  and  marketing  organizations  are  being  formed.  One  new  plant  is  being  built 
to  accomodate  100,000  breeding  animals,  with  an  annual  output  of  approximately 
S, 000, 000  pounds  of  rabbit  meat  a  year.  Another  -$1,000,000  marketing  plant  was  j 
recently  completed  for  the  manufacture  of  meat  products,  such  as  fresh  smoked- 
rabbit  sausage,  jellied  and  pressed  rabbit  meat,  and  meat  loaf.  The  rabbits 
are  killed  daily,  and  Los  Angeles  and  other  markets  are  supplied  every  mornirg 
with  fresh  rabbit  meat.  According  to  present  plans  it  will  not  be  long  before 
dressed  rabbits  will  be  shipped  from  California  to  New  York. and  other  eastern 
markets. 

Dr. . Karl  B.  Hanson  addressed  the  Lions.  Club  of  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y, 
on  December  11,  on  the  work  of  the  Experimental  Fiir  Farm  and  .the  benefits  de¬ 
rived  by  fur  farmers  from  the  experiments  carried  on  there. 
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Mr.  Asiibicook,  on  the  evening  of.  December  7  ,•  as  a  guest  of  David  C. 

Mills,  of  the  National  Association  of  the  Fur  Industry,  attended  the  banque 
of  the  American  Game  Protective  Association,  held  in  connection  with  the  Na  lOi. 
al  Game  Conference  in  New  York  City.  Vifhile  in  New  York  he  also  attended  a 
meeting  of  raw-fur  men,  where  suggestions  for  improved  fur  laws  were  discussed. 

GAME  AND  BIRD  RESERVATIONS 

Mr.  Goldman  returned  to  Washington  on  December  13,  after  three  months 
in  the  West  where  he  visited  the  National  Bison  Range,  Mont.,  the  Elk  Refuge, 
Wyo.,  and  various  bird  reservations  along  the  Pacific  coast.  In  cooperation 
with  officials  of  the  Forest  Service,  the  National  Park  Service,  and  State  , 
game  commissions,  he  made  a  study  of  the  surplus-elk  problem  in  the  Yellow-^ 
stone  National  Park  region  and  of  conditions  affecting  the  elk  in  the  Olympic 
Peninsula.  He  also  visited  the  Kaibab  plateau,  and  investigated  further  the 
excessive  numbers  of  deer  and  the  destruction  of  forage  and  forest  reproduction 
in  that  section. 

Lisle  Morrison  spent  a  week  recently  in  Philadelphia  supervising  the 
dismantling  of  the  Bureau’s  exhibit  at  the  Sesqui centennial  Exposition  and 
arranging  for  shipping  the  exhibit  to  the  Government  warehouse  at  Alexandria, Ve 

An  important  addition  was  recently  made  to  the  lands  of  the  Upper  Miss¬ 
issippi  River  Wild  Life  and  Fish  Refuge  through  the  closing  of  contracts  for 
the  puichaae  of  large  areas  in  the  section  loiown  as  the  Winneshiek  Bottoms. 

Stormy  weather  with  some  snow  has  been  reported  at  the  Elk  Refuge,  Wyo., 
since  the  middle  of  November,  Approximately  3.500  elk  are  on. the  Refuge  and 
adjacent  lands.  . . 

Warden  A.  P.  Chambers,  of  the  Wind  Cave  Game  Preserve,  S.  Dak*,  who  has 
been  seriously  ill  for  several  months,  has  recovered  sufficiently, to  res\mae 
his  duties  at  the  preserve.  During  Mr.  Chambers ’s’. absence,  Roy  Brazell,  super¬ 
intendent  of  Wind  Cave  National  Park,  supervised  the  work  at  the  preserve, 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  National  Park  Service. 

A  three-inch  rainfall  during  November  at  Lake  Malheur  Bird  Reservation, 
Oregon,  has  greatly  benefited  conditions  for  the  birds  there. 

Miss  Alethea  M.  Gerlach  has  recently  been  appointed  stenographer  in  the 
Winona  office. 

MIGRATORY-;  BIRD  TREATY  AND  LACEY  ACTS 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Advisory  Board,  Migratory  Bird  Treaty  Act, 
was  held  at  the  Cosmos  Club,  Washington,  D.  C. ,  on  December  9.  with  13  members 
in  attendance. 

Mr.  Sheldon  attended  a  conference  and  banquet  held  by  the  New  Jersey 
State  Fish  and  Game  League,  at  the  Robert  Treat  Hotel,  Newark,  on  December  1, 
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and  9.IS0  the  anrmal  conference  of  the  New  York  State 

Le,ague,.at,.Utica,  N.  Y;»  on  Decemher  8'  and  3.  At  both  by 

an-;.,  address-on  "A  Consideration  of  Game  Preservation.”  Repor  o  *■ 

Mr,  Sheldon  from  the  sportsmen  in  New  Jersey  indicate  that  _ 

numerous  in  that  State  this  year  than  for  many  years.  He  received  simi 
reports  at  Utica, 


U.  S.  Deputy  Game  Harden  James  H,  Stuher.  of  Columbus,  ^ 

returned  from  the  hunting  expedition  to  Nova  Scotia  which  he  headed  in^  .  . 
interests  of  the  Ohio  State  Museum  and  the  Ohio  Archaeological  and  Eis^orj^a 
.Society..  An  unusually  large  specimen  of  hull  moose,  a  cow  moose,  and  cc. 
bear  were  brought  back  for  exhibition,  and  about  2,500  feet  of  motion  pxCi.orcs 
were  taken  of  the  moose  hunt  and  of  the  wild  life  in  Nova  Scotia.  Mr.  S^<uDer 
reports  that  Canadian, sportsmen  are  highly  pleased  with  the  results  of  tne 
Ml^ratory-B.ird  Treaty  in  bringing  about  a  substantial  increase  in  the  ni^  e^s 
of, wild  ducks,  geese,,  and  other- migratory  game  birds,  and  that  the  Treaty^ 
provisions  are  well  enforced  in  Nova  Scotia.  Mr.  Stuber  attended  the  Nationa 
Game  Conference  in  New  York  City  on  December  6  and  ?•  and  later  visited  in 
Washington,  .While  in  Washington,  in  company  with  E.  H.  Hughes,  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary's  Office,  he  accompanied  Warden  Sta.dlmeir  on  one  of  his  patrol  trips 
the  Potomac  River  to  observe  conditions  and  to  collect  specimens  for  an  oxhibi« 
he  is  preparing  for  the  Ohio  State  Museum, 

Miss  Eugenia  M.  Lane,  stenographer  in  this  division,  has  resigned, 
effective  Dec.ember  IS.  Best  wishes  of  the  Bureau  are  extended  Miss  Lane  as 
she  leaves.’ 
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Cases  Temlnated  --  Reports  Received  During  November 

D  '  '  ^ 


Warden 

Case 

State 

.•Violation 

Fine 

Barmeier 

1  ■ 

Missouri 

Possessing  a  goose  in  close  season  $10 

H 

2 

11 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

.  $10  each 

It 

'  2 

Kansas 

Killing  ducks  in  close  eeason 

$5  each 

Barmeier,  Ott** 

1 

■Missouri 

H'unting  ducks  in  close  ••seasdn 

$25  ■ 

Birsch,  Curling** 

5 

Virginia  • 

Possessing  snipe  and  sandpipers 

$10  each 

Breaux**, Hunter**,  = 

1 

Louisiana 

in  close -Reason 

Possessing  a  dove  in  close  season 

$25  and  3 

Holland 

ki  >  ?  t  .i 

months 
in  jail 

ti  ft  .  ;  tr  ■  - 

1 

n 

Possessing  bitterns 

$50  and  3 

n  ir  .  ft  '  , 

1 

Possessing  doves  and  a  bit'tern 

months 
in  jail 
$50  and  3 

-  .  . 

in  close  season 

nionths 
in  jail 

Hol land* ;Earhart ♦ * 

1 

.  -  fi 

Possessiiig  ducks  in  close  season 

3  months 

.  ’’  ;  i  J  •  .*  .  :* 

in  jail 

Holland* , Pertuit ** , 

2 

u 

Possessing  snipe,  coots, and 

$50  each 

.. 

ducks  in  close  season 

and  3 
months 

Hilliard  '  - 

1 

New  Jersey 

Offering • to  'purchase  ducks 

in  jail 
$1. 

Hilliard, Pierce* 

1 

-  ■  If' 

Shooting  ducks  after  sunset 

Linebaugh 

5 

Tennessee 

Killing  doves  in  close  season 

$25  each 

Rogalla* 

1 

Minnesota , 

Hunting  duck^  after  sunset 

$10 

Roahen, Scholler* 

1 

Illinois 

Possessing  ducks  in  storage  in 

$15 

Shaver 

1 

Missouri 

close  season 

Killing  ducks,  in  close  season 

$1Q  and 

.  ,  -■ 

costs  0 
$24.30 

ti 

3 

IT 

Hunting  ducks,  in  close  season 

$10  each 

Shaver, Kelsey 

2 

H 

Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 

$10  each 

Shaver,  Schroer* 

2 

n 

Killing' ducks'  ip  close  season 

$10  each 

Smith,  Foley* 

1 

Maine 

Killing  a  duck  in  close  season 

$10 

Steele* 

1 

Missouri 

Possessing  ducks  in  close  season 

$30  and 

' 

!  costs  0 

' 

$26.00 

Steele* 

1 

It 

Possessing  .ducks  in  close  season 

30  days 

Tonkin 

2 

Nevada 

Possessing  doves  in  close  season 

in  jail 
$20  each 
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Cases  Reported  for  Presecution 


Warden 

Cases 

State 

Barmeier ,  Creech*’- 

1 

Missouri 

Perrier* 

11  II  n 

1 

n 

Barmeier , Perrier* 

1 

n 

ti  n 

1 

11 

Blackwell* 

.  2 

Illinois 

G-iesler* 

1 

II 

Hoffman,  Moody** 

3 

Alabama 

Holland* 

2 

Louisiana 

Holland* .Breaux** 

1 

It 

Hunter** 

fl  n  It 

1 

It 

Holland* .Earhart** 

2 

IT 

Pertuit** 

Holmes,  Korb* 

3 

Nebraska 

Jans* 

3 

Illinois 

Ransom,  Ham** 

2 

Washington 

Riddick 

1 

Arkansas 

11 

1 

n 

Riddick, Harris* 

1 

0 

Roahen 

3 

Illinois 

Scholler* 

15 

11 

11 

3 

11 

n 

4 

« 

II 

2 

II 

Shaver, Beals** 

‘  3 

Minnesota 

11 

1 

It 

11 

2 

n 

It 

1 

11 

n 

1 

n 

Smith* 

1 

Wisconsin 

Steele 

15 

Iowa 

It 

1 

a 

Steele, Holmes 

9 

II 

Steele.Poldc* 

2 

a 

Tonkin 

.  1  . 

California 

vYhitehead 

7 

Georgia 

Violation 

Killing  a  grebe 

Shooting  at  a  loon 
Shooting  at  a  grebe 
Possessing  a  grebe 
Shooting  at  a  grebe 
Killing  a  coot  in  close  season 
Killing  doves  in  close  season 
Possessing  doves  in  close  season 
Possessing  doves  and  bittern  in 
close  season 
Possessing  bitterns 
Possessing  snipe,  coots,  and  ducks 
in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  insectivorous  birds 
Possessing  ducks  and  coots  in  close 
season 

Possessing  grebes 
Possessing  geese  in  close  season 
Possessing  a  duck  in  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Killing  coots  from  motorboat 
Shooting  at  coots’  from  motorboat 
Shooting  at  grebes 
Shooting  at  grebes  and  terns 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  ducks-  i-n  close  season 
Hunting  ducks  in  close  season 
Shooting  at  coots  in  close  season 
Possessing  a  grebe  and  a  coot  in 
close  season 

Hunting  coots  after  sunset 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessir^  a  killdeer 
Hunting  ducks  after  sunset 
Banting  ducks  after  sunset 
Possessing  avocets 
Killing  •V70od  ducks 


*  Federal  deputy  game  warden 

**  State  deputy  gaiiie  warden 


